
Introduction – Previously in Nehemiah...

Today’s Message:
A life of repentance
Nehemiah 6:1-15

Big Dog is preaching! - Nehemiah 8:1
  Ezra 7:10

The proclamation of the Law of Moses
Nehemiah 9:2-8
  What happened and who was there? (vr. 2-3)

  The worth of reading God’s word (4)

  The respect of the people (5-6)

  The Word explained (7-8)

The responses of the people
Nehemiah 9:9-12
  The first response (weeping)

  The command

  The second response (PAR-TAY!)

The difference this worship service made
Nehemiah 9:13-18
  Leviticus 23:33-36

Old Testament Idea expanded in the New:  
Living a Life of Repentance

Repentance is the sttart of Christian Life
Romans 10:8-10

But is it more than the start?
2 Corinthians 7:8-13

What are we supposed to be repenting from?
Romans 1:18-25

The justice of God
1 John 1:8-10

Healing through confession to others
Jams 5:16

Gospel Application – Are you living a life of 
  weeping and partying?
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Nehemiah 8:1-18
When the seventh month came and the Israelites had settled in 

their towns, 1all the people came together as one in the square 
before the Water Gate.  They told Ezra the teacher of the Law 
to bring out the Book of the Law of Moses, which the Lord 
had commanded for Israel.

2So on the first day of the seventh month Ezra the priest 
brought the Law before the assembly, which was made up of men 

and women and all who were able to understand.  3He read it aloud 
from daybreak till noon as he faced the square before the Water 

Gate in the presence of the men, women and others who could 
understand. And all the people listened attentively to the 

Book of the Law.
4Ezra the teacher of the Law stood on a high wooden plat-
form built for the occasion. Beside him on his right stood 
Mattithiah, Shema, Anaiah, Uriah, Hilkiah and Maaseiah; 

and on his left were Pedaiah, Mishael, Malkijah, Hashum, 
Hashbaddanah, Zechariah and Meshullam. 

5Ezra opened the book.  All the people could see him because 
he was standing above them; and as he opened it, the people all 

stood up.  6Ezra praised the Lord, the great God; and all the people 
lifted their hands and responded, “Amen! Amen!”  Then they bowed 
down and worshiped the Lord with their faces to the ground.

7The Levites—Jeshua, Bani, Sherebiah, Jamin, Akkub, Shab-
bethai, Hodiah, Maaseiah, Kelita, Azariah, Jozabad, Hanan and 

Pelaiah—instructed the people in the Law while the people 
were standing there. 8 They read from the Book of the Law 
of God, making it clear and giving the meaning so that the 
people understood what was being read.

9Then Nehemiah the governor, Ezra the priest and teacher 
of the Law, and the Levites who were instructing the people 

said to them all, “This day is holy to the Lord your God. Do 
not mourn or weep.” For all the people had been weeping as they 

listened to the words of the Law.
10Nehemiah said, “Go and enjoy choice food and sweet drinks, 

and send some to those who have nothing prepared. This day is 
holy to our Lord. Do not grieve, for the joy of the Lord is your 

strength.”
11The Levites calmed all the people, saying, “Be still, for 
this is a holy day. Do not grieve.”
12Then all the people went away to eat and drink, to send 

portions of food and to celebrate with great joy, because they 
now understood the words that had been made known to them.

13On the second day of the month, the heads of all the families, 
along with the priests and the Levites, gathered around Ezra the 
teacher to give attention to the words of the Law. 14They found 

written in the Law, which the Lord had commanded through 
Moses, that the Israelites were to live in temporary shelters 

during the festival of the seventh month 1 and that they 
should proclaim this word and spread it throughout their 
towns and in Jerusalem: “Go out into the hill country and 
bring back branches from olive and wild olive trees, and 
from myrtles, palms and shade trees, to make temporary 
shelters”—as it is written.

16So the people went out and brought back branches and built 
themselves temporary shelters on their own roofs, in their 

courtyards, in the courts of the house of God and in the square 
by the Water Gate and the one by the Gate of Ephraim.  17The 

whole company that had returned from exile built temporary 
shelters and lived in them.  From the days of Joshua son of Nun 

until that day, the Israelites had not celebrated it like this.  And 
their joy was very great.
18Day after day, from the first day to the last, Ezra read from the 
Book of the Law of God.  They celebrated the festival for seven 
days, and on the eighth day, in accordance with the regulation, 
there was an assembly.

Nehemiah 8:1-18
When the seventh month came and the Israelites had settled in 

their towns, 1all the people came together as one in the square 
before the Water Gate.  They told Ezra the teacher of the Law 
to bring out the Book of the Law of Moses, which the Lord 
had commanded for Israel.

2So on the first day of the seventh month Ezra the priest 
brought the Law before the assembly, which was made up of men 

and women and all who were able to understand.  3He read it aloud 
from daybreak till noon as he faced the square before the Water 

Gate in the presence of the men, women and others who could 
understand. And all the people listened attentively to the Book 

of the Law.
4Ezra the teacher of the Law stood on a high wooden plat-
form built for the occasion. Beside him on his right stood 
Mattithiah, Shema, Anaiah, Uriah, Hilkiah and Maaseiah; 

and on his left were Pedaiah, Mishael, Malkijah, Hashum, 
Hashbaddanah, Zechariah and Meshullam. 

5Ezra opened the book.  All the people could see him because 
he was standing above them; and as he opened it, the people all 

stood up.  6Ezra praised the Lord, the great God; and all the people 
lifted their hands and responded, “Amen! Amen!”  Then they bowed 
down and worshiped the Lord with their faces to the ground.
7The Levites—Jeshua, Bani, Sherebiah, Jamin, Akkub, Shabbethai, 

Hodiah, Maaseiah, Kelita, Azariah, Jozabad, Hanan and Pelaiah—
instructed the people in the Law while the people were standing 

there. 8 They read from the Book of the Law of God, making  
 it clear and giving the meaning so that the people understood 

what was being read.
9Then Nehemiah the governor, Ezra the priest and teacher 
of the Law, and the Levites who were instructing the people 

said to them all, “This day is holy to the Lord your God. Do 
not mourn or weep.” For all the people had been weeping as they 

listened to the words of the Law.
10Nehemiah said, “Go and enjoy choice food and sweet drinks, 

and send some to those who have nothing prepared. This day is 
holy to our Lord. Do not grieve, for the joy of the Lord is your 

strength.”
11The Levites calmed all the people, saying, “Be still, for 
this is a holy day. Do not grieve.”
12Then all the people went away to eat and drink, to send 

portions of food and to celebrate with great joy, because they 
now understood the words that had been made known to them.

13On the second day of the month, the heads of all the families, 
along with the priests and the Levites, gathered around Ezra the 
teacher to give attention to the words of the Law. 14They found 

written in the Law, which the Lord had commanded through 
Moses, that the Israelites were to live in temporary shelters 

during the festival of the seventh month 1 and that they should 
proclaim this word and spread it throughout their towns and 
in Jerusalem: “Go out into the hill country and bring back 
branches from olive and wild olive trees, and from myrtles, 
palms and shade trees, to make temporary shelters”—as it 
is written.

16So the people went out and brought back branches and built 
themselves temporary shelters on their own roofs, in their 

courtyards, in the courts of the house of God and in the square 
by the Water Gate and the one by the Gate of Ephraim.  17The 

whole company that had returned from exile built temporary 
shelters and lived in them.  From the days of Joshua son of Nun 
until that day, the Israelites had not celebrated it like this.  And 

their joy was very great.
18Day after day, from the first day to the last, Ezra read from the 

Book of the Law of God.  They celebrated the festival for seven 
days, and on the eighth day, in accordance with the regulation,e 
was an assembly.

Message Notes
A life of repentance

Message Notes
A life of repentance

Scripture Passages
(taken from the New International Version)

Scripture Passages
(taken from the New International Version)





Today’s Message:
A life of repentance
Nehemiah 8:1-18

hopecc.com/slides hopecc.com/notes



Ezra the priest brings the Word

Nehemiah 8:1
When the seventh month came and the Israelites had settled in 
their towns, 1all the people came together as one in the square 

before the Water Gate.  They told Ezra the teacher of the Law to 
bring out the Book of the Law of Moses, which the LORD had 

commanded for Israel.

Big Dog comes to preach!



Ezra 7:10
For Ezra had devoted himself to the study

and observance of the Law of the LORD,
and to teaching its decrees and laws in Israel.

Big Dog comes to preach!



What happened and who was there?

Nehemiah 8:2-3
2So on the first day of the seventh month Ezra the priest brought 

the Law before the assembly, which was made up of men and 
women and all who were able to understand.  3He read it aloud 
from daybreak till noon as he faced the square before the Water 
Gate in the presence of the men, women and others who could 

understand. And all the people listened attentively
to the Book of the Law.

The proclamation of the Law of Moses



The value of the Word of God

Nehemiah 8:4
4Ezra the teacher of the Law stood on a high wooden platform 
built for the occasion. Beside him on his right stood Mattithiah, 

Shema, Anaiah, Uriah, Hilkiah and Maaseiah; and on his left were 
Pedaiah, Mishael, Malkijah, Hashum, Hashbaddanah, Zechariah 

and Meshullam.

The proclamation of the Law of Moses



The respect of the people

Nehemiah 8:5-6
5Ezra opened the book.  All the people could see him because he 

was standing above them; and as he opened it, the people all 
stood up.  6Ezra praised the LORD, the great God; and all the 

people lifted their hands and responded, “Amen! Amen!”  Then 
they bowed down and worshiped the LORD with

their faces to the ground.

The proclamation of the Law of Moses



The Word explained

Nehemiah 8:7-8
7The Levites—Jeshua, Bani, Sherebiah, Jamin, Akkub, Shabbethai, 
Hodiah, Maaseiah, Kelita, Azariah, Jozabad, Hanan and Pelaiah—
instructed the people in the Law while the people were standing 

there. 8They read from the Book of the Law of God, making it 
clear and giving the meaning so that the people understood what 

was being read.

The proclamation of the Law of Moses



The first response (weeping)

Nehemiah 8:9 
9Then Nehemiah the governor, Ezra the priest and teacher of the 

Law, and the Levites who were instructing the people said to 
them all, “This day is holy to the LORD your God. Do not mourn 

or weep.” For all the people had been weeping as they listened to 
the words of the Law.

The Reponses of the People



The command

Nehemiah 8:10-11 
10Nehemiah said, “Go and enjoy choice food and sweet drinks, 

and send some to those who have nothing prepared.
This day is holy to our Lord. Do not grieve,

for the joy of the LORD is your strength.”

11The Levites calmed all the people, saying, “Be still, for this is a 
holy day. Do not grieve.”

The Reponses of the People



The second response (PAR-TAY!)

Nehemiah 8:12 
12Then all the people went away to eat and drink, to send portions 

of food and to celebrate with great joy, because they now 
understood the words that had been made known to them.

The Reponses of the People



Nehemiah 9:13-15 
13On the second day of the month, the heads of all the families, 

along with the priests and the Levites, gathered around Ezra the 
teacher to give attention to the words of the Law. 14They found 
written in the Law, which the LORD had commanded through 

Moses, that the Israelites were to live in temporary shelters during 
the festival of the seventh month 1 and that they should proclaim 
this word and spread it throughout their towns and in Jerusalem: 
“Go out into the hill country and bring back branches from olive 
and wild olive trees, and from myrtles, palms and shade trees, to 

make temporary shelters”—as it is written.

The difference this worship service had



Leviticus 23:33-36
33 The LORD said to Moses, 34 “Say to the Israelites: ‘On the 
fifteenth day of the seventh month the LORD’s Festival of 

Tabernacles begins, and it lasts for seven days. 35 The first day is a 
sacred assembly; do no regular work. 36 For seven days present 
food offerings to the LORD, and on the eighth day hold a sacred 

assembly and present a food offering to the LORD. It is the closing 
special assembly; do no regular work.





Nehemiah 9:16-17 
16So the people went out and brought back branches and built 

themselves temporary shelters on their own roofs, in their 
courtyards, in the courts of the house of God and in the square by 
the Water Gate and the one by the Gate of Ephraim.  17The whole 
company that had returned from exile built temporary shelters 

and lived in them.  From the days of Joshua son of Nun until that 
day, the Israelites had not celebrated it like this.  And their joy 

was very great.

The difference this worship service had



Nehemiah 9:18 
18Day after day, from the first day to the last, Ezra read from the 
Book of the Law of God.  They celebrated the festival for seven 
days, and on the eighth day, in accordance with the regulation, 

there was an assembly.

The difference this worship service had



Living a Life of Repentance

Old Testament Principle
Continued in the New 

Testament:



Repentance is the start of the Christian Life

Romans 10:8-10
8But what does it say?  “The word is near you; it is in your mouth 
and in your heart,” that is, the word of faith we are proclaiming: 

9That if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe 
in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be 

saved.  10For it is with your heart that you believe and are 
justified, and it is with your mouth that you

confess and are saved.



But is it more than the start?
2 Corinthians 7:8-13

8Even if I caused you sorrow by my letter, I do not regret it.  
Though I did regret it—I see that my letter hurt you, but only for 
a little while— 9yet now I am happy, not because you were made 
sorry, but because your sorrow led you to repentance.  For you 
became sorrowful as God intended and so were not harmed in 
any way by us.  10Godly sorrow brings repentance that leads to 

salvation and leaves no regret, but worldly sorrow brings death.  
11See what this godly sorrow has produced in you: what 

earnestness, what eagerness to clear yourselves, what indignation, 
what alarm, what longing, what concern,

what readiness to see justice done.





What are we repenting from?

Romans 1:18-25
18The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the 
godlessness and wickedness of men who suppress the truth by 

their wickedness, 19since what may be known about God is plain 
to them, because God has made it plain to them.  20For since the 

creation of the world God’s invisible qualities—his eternal power 
and divine nature—have been clearly seen, being understood 

from what has been made, so that men are without excuse.



What are we repenting from?

Romans 1:18-25
21For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God 
nor gave thanks to him, but their thinking became futile and their 

foolish hearts were darkened.  22Although they claimed to be 
wise, they became fools 23and exchanged the glory of the 

immortal God for images made to look like mortal man and birds 
and animals and reptiles.



What are we repenting from?

Romans 1:18-25
24Therefore God gave them over in the sinful desires of their 

hearts to sexual impurity for the degrading of their bodies with 
one another.  25They exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and 

worshiped and served created things rather than the Creator—
who is forever praised.  Amen. 



The Exchange
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The Exchange

Glory of God

Truth of God
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Images of idols

A lie

Created Things



“Because we worship our way into sin, ultimately we need to 
worship our way out. When Christians commit sin, they do not 

cease worshiping. Rather, their worship is directed away from the 
Creator and toward created things. Repentance is the act of 

turning from sin and returning to God by trusting in Jesus Christ 
who is the perfect worshiper.





The justice of God

1 John 1:8-10
8If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth 
is not in us.  9If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will 

forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.  10If 
we claim we have not sinned, we make him out to be a liar and 

his word has no place in our lives. 



Healing through confession to others

James 5:16
Therefore confess your sins to each other

and pray for each other
so that you may be healed.

The prayer of a righteous person
is powerful and effective.



Gospel Application



Gospel Application

Are you living a life of weeping and partying?
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