
2020 INITIATIVE

Compassion Sunday TODAY!!

Introduction – Two Reasons people don’t
	 	 finish	the	Bible

How do I read the Bible?

Two Guiding Principles

Today’s Message

Facing	Opposition
Nehemiah 4:1-23

Opposition from Ridicule - Nehemiah 4:1-6

Opposition from Scheme - Nehemiah 4:7-9

Opposition from Inside:

 Discouragement and Fear

   Nehemiah 4:10-15

Living with Opposition - Nehemiah 4:16-23

Moving to Application:
  How does this fit into the whole Biblical 
   Storyline?
   Genesis 3:15
   Revelation 12

What’s the answer to facing opposition?
   1 Peter 2:20b-25

   Who am I in the story?

Gospel Applications
Do	I	realize	that	I	am	the	one	who	opposed	Jesus?
Am	I	“entrusting	myself	to	him	who
judges	justly”?		
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Nehemiah 4:1-23

1When Sanballat heard that we were rebuilding the wall, he 
became angry and was greatly incensed.  He ridiculed the 
Jews, 2and in the presence of his associates and the army of 
Samaria, he said, “What are those feeble Jews doing? Will 
they restore their wall? Will they offer sacrifices? Will they 

finish in a day? Can they bring the stones back to life from 
those heaps of rubble—burned as they are?”

3Tobiah the Ammonite, who was at his side, said, “What they are 
building—even a fox climbing up on it would break down their 

wall of stones!”
4Hear us, our God, for we are despised.  Turn their insults 
back on their own heads. Give them over as plunder in 
a land of captivity.  5Do not cover up their guilt or blot 
out their sins from your sight, for they have thrown 
insults in the face of the builders.

6So we rebuilt the wall till all of it reached half its height, 
for the people worked with all their heart.

7But when Sanballat, Tobiah, the Arabs, the Ammonites and 
the people of Ashdod heard that the repairs to Jerusalem’s walls 

had gone ahead and that the gaps were being closed, they were 
very angry.  8They all plotted together to come and fight against 
Jerusalem and stir up trouble against it.  9But we prayed to our 

God and posted a guard day and night to meet this threat.
10Meanwhile, the people in Judah said, “The strength of the 

laborers is giving out, and there is so much rubble that we 
cannot rebuild the wall.”
11Also our enemies said, “Before they know it or see us, 
we will be right there among them and will kill them and 
put an end to the work.”

12Then the Jews who lived near them came and told us ten 
times over, “Wherever you turn, they will attack us.”

13Therefore I stationed some of the people behind the lowest 
points of the wall at the exposed places, posting them by fami-

lies, with their swords, spears and bows.  14After I looked 
things over, I stood up and said to the nobles, the officials 
and the rest of the people, “Don’t be afraid of them.  Re-
member the Lord, who is great and awesome, and fight 
for your families, your sons and your daughters, your 

wives and your homes.”
15When our enemies heard that we were aware of their plot 

and that God had frustrated it, we all returned to the wall, each 
to our own work.
16From that day on, half of my men did the work, while the other 

half were equipped with spears, shields, bows and armor.  The 
officers posted themselves behind all the people of Judah 

17 who were building the wall.  Those who carried materi-
als did their work with one hand and held a weapon in 
the other, 18and each of the builders wore his sword at his 
side as he worked. But the man who sounded the trumpet 
stayed with me.

19Then I said to the nobles, the officials and the rest of the 
people, “The work is extensive and spread out, and we are 

widely separated from each other along the wall.  20Wher-
ever you hear the sound of the trumpet, join us there.  Our 

God will fight for us!” 
21So we continued the work with half the men holding spears, 

from the first light of dawn till the stars came out.  22At that 
time I also said to the people, “Have every man and his helper 
stay inside Jerusalem at night, so they can serve us as guards by 
night and as workers by day.”  23Neither I nor my brothers nor 

my men nor the guards with me took off our clothes; each 
had his weapon, even when he went for water.
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Two Guiding Principles 
 

John 5:39-40 
39You study the Scriptures diligently because you think that in 
them you have eternal life. These are the very Scriptures that 
testify about me, 40yet you refuse to come to me to have life. 
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1 Corinthians 15:1-4 
1Now, brothers and sisters, I want to remind you of the gospel I 

preached to you, which you received and on which you have taken your 
stand.  2By this gospel you are saved, if you hold firmly to the word I 
preached to you.  Otherwise, you have believed in vain.  3For what I 

received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for 
our sins according to the Scriptures, 4that he was buried, that he was 

raised on the third day according to the Scriptures… 
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Today’s Message: 
Dealing with Opposition 

Nehemiah 4:1-23 



David 
 

Abraham 
 

Exile 
 

Ezra- 
Nehemiah 

 

The Old Testament in brief 



Ezra 
Word 

 

Zerubbabel 
Worship 

 

Nehemiah 
Walls 

 

Ezra-Nehemiah in brief 



Opposition from Ridicule 
 

Nehemiah 4:1-6  
1When Sanballat heard that we were rebuilding the wall, he 

became angry and was greatly incensed.  He ridiculed the Jews, 
2and in the presence of his associates and the army of Samaria, he 

said, “What are those feeble Jews doing? Will they restore their 
wall? Will they offer sacrifices? Will they finish in a day? Can they 
bring the stones back to life from those heaps of rubble—burned 
as they are?”  3Tobiah the Ammonite, who was at his side, said, 
“What they are building—even a fox climbing up on it would 

break down their wall of stones!” 
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Opposition from Ridicule 
 

Nehemiah 4:1-6  
4Hear us, our God, for we are despised.  Turn their insults back on 
their own heads. Give them over as plunder in a land of captivity.  
5Do not cover up their guilt or blot out their sins from your sight, 

for they have thrown insults in the face of the builders. 
 

6So we rebuilt the wall till all of it reached half its height, 
for the people worked with all their heart. 
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Opposition from Scheme 
 

Nehemiah 4:7-9  
7But when Sanballat, Tobiah, the Arabs, the Ammonites and the 

people of Ashdod heard that the repairs to Jerusalem’s walls had 
gone ahead and that the gaps were being closed, they were very 

angry.  8They all plotted together to come and fight against 
Jerusalem and stir up trouble against it.  9But we prayed to our 

God and posted a guard day and night to meet this threat. 
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Opposition from Inside: Discouragement and Fear 
 

Nehemiah 4:10-15  
10Meanwhile, the people in Judah said, “The strength of the 

laborers is giving out, and there is so much rubble that we cannot 
rebuild the wall.” 

 

11Also our enemies said, “Before they know it or see us, we will be 
right there among them and will kill them and put an end 

to the work.” 
 

12Then the Jews who lived near them came and told us ten times 
over, “Wherever you turn, they will attack us.” 
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13Therefore I stationed some of the people behind the lowest 

points of the wall at the exposed places, posting them by families, 
with their swords, spears and bows.  14After I looked things over, I 

stood up and said to the nobles, the officials and the rest of the 
people, “Don’t be afraid of them.  Remember the Lord, who is 
great and awesome, and fight for your families, your sons and 

your daughters, your wives and your homes.” 
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Opposition from Inside: Discouragement and Fear 
 

Nehemiah 4:10-15  
15When our enemies heard that we were aware of their plot and 

that God had frustrated it, we all returned to the wall, 
each to our own work. 
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Living with Opposition 
 

Nehemiah 4:16-23  
16From that day on, half of my men did the work, while the other 

half were equipped with spears, shields, bows and armor.  The 
officers posted themselves behind all the people of Judah 17 who 
were building the wall.  Those who carried materials did their 

work with one hand and held a weapon in the other, 18and each of 
the builders wore his sword at his side as he worked. But the man 

who sounded the trumpet stayed with me. 
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Living with Opposition 
 

Nehemiah 4:16-23  
19Then I said to the nobles, the officials and the rest of the people, 

“The work is extensive and spread out, and we are widely 
separated from each other along the wall.  20Wherever you hear 

the sound of the trumpet, join us there. 
Our God will fight for us!” 
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Living with Opposition 
 

Nehemiah 4:16-23  
21So we continued the work with half the men holding spears, 

from the first light of dawn till the stars came out.  22At that time I 
also said to the people, “Have every man and his helper stay 

inside Jerusalem at night, so they can serve us as guards by night 
and as workers by day.”  23Neither I nor my brothers nor my men 
nor the guards with me took off our clothes; each had his weapon, 

even when he went for water. 
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Genesis 3:15 
And I will put enmity  

between you and the woman,  
and between your offspring and hers;  

he will crush your head,  
and you will strike his heel.” 

 



Revelation 12 
1A great sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, 
with the moon under her feet and a crown of twelve stars on her 

head. 2She was pregnant and cried out in pain as she was about to 
give birth. 3Then another sign appeared in heaven: an enormous red 

dragon with seven heads and ten horns and seven crowns on its 
heads. 4Its tail swept a third of the stars out of the sky and flung 

them to the earth. The dragon stood in front of the woman who was 
about to give birth, so that it might devour her child the moment he 

was born. 5She gave birth to a son, a male child, who “will rule all the 
nations with an iron scepter.” And her child was snatched up to God 

and to his throne. 6The woman fled into the wilderness to a place 
prepared for her by God, where she might be 

taken care of for 1,260 days. 



 
Revelation 12  

7Then war broke out in heaven. Michael and his angels fought 
against the dragon, and the dragon and his angels fought back. 

8But he was not strong enough, and they lost their place in 
heaven. 9The great dragon was hurled down—that ancient serpent 

called the devil, or Satan, who leads the whole world astray. He 
was hurled to the earth, and his angels with him. 



 
Revelation 12  

10Then I heard a loud voice in heaven say: 
“Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of 
our God, and the authority of his Messiah. For the accuser of our 
brothers and sisters, who accuses them before our God day and 
night, has been hurled down. 11They triumphed over him by the 
blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony; they did 
not love their lives so much as to shrink from death. 12Therefore 
rejoice, you heavens and you who dwell in them! But woe to the 
earth and the sea, because the devil has gone down to you! He is 

filled with fury, because he knows that his time is short.” 



 
Revelation 12  

13When the dragon saw that he had been hurled to the earth, he 
pursued the woman who had given birth to the male child. 14The 

woman was given the two wings of a great eagle, so that she might 
fly to the place prepared for her in the wilderness, where she would 
be taken care of for a time, times and half a time, out of the serpent’s 
reach. 15Then from his mouth the serpent spewed water like a river, 
to overtake the woman and sweep her away with the torrent. 16But 
the earth helped the woman by opening its mouth and swallowing 
the river that the dragon had spewed out of his mouth. 17Then the 

dragon was enraged at the woman and went off to wage war against 
the rest of her offspring—those who keep God’s commands and hold 

fast their testimony about Jesus. 
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1 Peter 2:20b-25 
20bif you suffer for doing good and you endure it, this is 

commendable before God. 21 To this you were called, because Christ 
suffered for you, leaving you an example, that you should follow in 

his steps. 22“He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his 
mouth.”23When they hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate; 
when he suffered, he made no threats. Instead, he entrusted himself 

to him who judges justly.  24“He himself bore our sins” in his body on 
the cross, so that we might die to sins and live for righteousness; “by 
his wounds you have been healed.” 25For “you were like sheep going 

astray,” but now you have returned to the 
Shepherd and Overseer of your souls. 
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Do I realize that I am the one who opposed Jesus? 
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