
Introduction – “You are the church!”

Today’s Message:
A Renewed Vision of the Church

Ephesians 4:1-13

A renewed vision of the gospel
Ephesians 4:1

   Ephesians 1:3

   Ephesians 1:17-20

   Ephesians 2:1-10

   Ephesians 2:14-18

Living consistent with your calling
Ephesians 4:1

A renewed vision of “us”
Ephesians 4:2-5

To the victor go the spoils
Ephesians 4:7-10

The gifts given
Ephesians 4:11

The reason behind the gifts
Ephesians 4:12-13

  1 Corinthians 12:1, 4-7
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Gospel Application – “Are you the church?

Ephesians 4:1-13
1As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge 

you to live a life worthy of the calling you 

have received. 2Be completely humble 

and gentle; be patient, bearing with one 

another in love. 3Make every effort to keep 

the unity of the Spirit through the bond of 

peace. 4There is one body and one Spirit, just 

as you were called to one hope when you 

were called; 5one Lord, one faith, one 

baptism; 6one God and Father of all, 

who is over all and through all and in 

all.

7But to each one of us grace has been 

given as Christ apportioned it. 8This is why 

it says: “When he ascended on high, he took 

many captives and gave gifts to his people.” 

[Psalm 68:18]

9(What does “he ascended” mean except 

that he also descended to the lower, 

earthly regions?10He who descended is 

the very one who ascended higher than 

all the heavens, in order to fill the whole 
universe.)  11So Christ himself gave the 

apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the 

pastors and teachers, 12to equip his people for 

works of service, so that the body of Christ 

may be built up 13until we all reach unity 

in the faith and in the knowledge of the 

Son of God and become mature, attain-

ing to the whole measure of the fullness 

of Christ.

1 Corinthians 12:1.4-7
1Now about the gifts of the Spirit, brothers 

and sisters, I do not want you to be unin-

formed…

4There are different kinds of gifts, but the 

same Spirit distributes them.  5There are 

different kinds of service, but the same 

Lord.  6There are different kinds of work-

ing, but in all of them and in everyone it is 

the same God at work.  7Now to each one 

the manifestation of the Spirit is given for 

the common good.

John 15:8
This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear 

much fruit, showing yourselves to be my 

disciples.
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August 11th’s question: 
“What role should the church play in a believer's 

life (generally) or Hope Community 
play in my life (specifically)?” 

 
Focus Passage: Ephesians 3:10-11 



What’s the point of the church? 



What’s the point of church? 
 
 

 
Ephesians 3:10-11 

10His intent was that now, through the church, 
the manifold wisdom of God should be made known to 

the rulers and authorities in the heavenly realms, 
11according to his eternal purpose which he 

accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord. 





How are we to engage 
in the local church? 
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Today’s Message: 
A Renewed Vision of the Church 

Ephesians 4:1-13 



Ephesians 4:1-13 
1As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life worthy of 
the calling you have received. 2Be completely humble and gentle; 
be patient, bearing with one another in love. 3Make every effort to 

keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace. 4There is 
one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to one hope when 
you were called; 5one Lord, one faith, one baptism; 6one God and 

Father of all, who is over all and 
through all and in all. 



Ephesians 4:1-13 
7But to each one of us grace has been given as Christ apportioned 

it. 8This is why it says: 
 

“When he ascended on high, he took many captives 
and gave gifts to his people.” [Psalm 68:18] 

 

9(What does “he ascended” mean except that he also descended to 
the lower, earthly regions?10He who descended is the very one 

who ascended higher than all the heavens, in order 
to fill the whole universe.) 



Ephesians 4:1-13 
11So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, 

the pastors and teachers, 12to equip his people for works of 
service, so that the body of Christ may be built up 13until we all 
reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God 

and become mature, attaining to the whole 
measure of the fullness of Christ. 



Getting a Renewed Vision of the Church 
1.  A Renewed Vision of the Gospel 

Ephesians 4:1 
1As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life worthy of 
the calling you have received. 2Be completely humble and gentle; 
be patient, bearing with one another in love. 3Make every effort to 

keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace. 4There is 
one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to one hope when 
you were called; 5one Lord, one faith, one baptism; 6one God and 

Father of all, who is over all 
and through all and in all. 





Ephesians 1:3 
Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has 

blessed us in the heavenly realms with every 
spiritual blessing in Christ… 



Ephesians 1:17-20 
17 I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious 
Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that 

you may know him better. 18 I pray that the eyes of your heart may 
be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he 
has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in his holy 
people, 19 and his incomparably great power for us who believe. 

That power is the same as the mighty strength 20 he exerted when 
he raised Christ from the dead and seated him at his right hand in 

the heavenly realms… 
  

Ephesians 2:1-10 
1As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, 2 n 

which you used to live when you followed the ways of this world 
and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at 

work in those who are disobedient. 3All of us also lived among 
them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our flesh and 

following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by 
nature deserving of wrath. 4But because of his great love for us, 

God, who is rich in mercy, 5made us alive with Christ even when 
we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been 

saved. 6And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him 
in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, 7in order that in the coming 

ages he might show the incomparable riches of his grace, 
expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus. 8For it is by grace 

you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from 
yourselves, it is the gift of God—9not by works, so that no one can 
boast. 10For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do 

good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do. 
  

Ephesians 2:14-18 
14For he himself is our peace, who has made the two groups one 
and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility, 15by 

setting aside in his flesh the law with its commands and 
regulations. His purpose was to create in himself one new 

humanity out of the two, thus making peace, 16and in one body to 
reconcile both of them to God through the cross, by which he put 
to death their hostility. 17He came and preached peace to you who 

were far away and peace to those who were near. 18For through 
him we both have access to the Father by one Spirit. 



Ephesians 2:1-10 
1As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, 2 n 

which you used to live when you followed the ways of this world 
and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at 

work in those who are disobedient. 3All of us also lived among 
them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our flesh and 

following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by 
nature deserving of wrath. 



Ephesians 2:1-10 
4But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 

5made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in 
transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved. 6And God 

raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly 
realms in Christ Jesus, 7in order that in the coming ages he might 

show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his 
kindness to us in Christ Jesus. 8For it is by grace you have been 

saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift 
of God—9not by works, so that no one can boast. 10For we are 

God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which 
God prepared in advance for us to do. 



Ephesians 2:14-18 
14For he himself is our peace, who has made the two groups one 
and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility, 15by 

setting aside in his flesh the law with its commands and 
regulations. His purpose was to create in himself one new 

humanity out of the two, thus making peace, 16and in one body to 
reconcile both of them to God through the cross, by which he put 
to death their hostility. 17He came and preached peace to you who 

were far away and peace to those who were near. 18For through 
him we both have access to the Father by one Spirit. 



Getting a Renewed Vision of the Church 
2.  Living consistent with your calling 

Ephesians 4:1 
1As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life worthy of 
the calling you have received. 2Be completely humble and gentle; 
be patient, bearing with one another in love. 3Make every effort to 

keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace. 4There is 
one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to one hope when 
you were called; 5one Lord, one faith, one baptism; 6one God and 

Father of all, who is over all 
and through all and in all. 



Getting a Renewed Vision of the Church 
3.  A renewed view of “us” 

Ephesians 4:2-5 
1As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life worthy of 
the calling you have received. 2Be completely humble and gentle; 
be patient, bearing with one another in love. 3Make every effort to 

keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace. 4There is 
one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to one hope when 
you were called; 5one Lord, one faith, one baptism; 6one God and 

Father of all, who is over all 
and through all and in all. 



Getting a Renewed Vision of the Church 
4.  To the Victor go the Spoils 

Ephesians 4:7-10 
7But to each one of us grace has been given as Christ apportioned 

it. 8This is why it says: 
 

“When he ascended on high, he took many captives 
and gave gifts to his people.” [Psalm 68:18] 

 

9(What does “he ascended” mean except that he also descended to 
the lower, earthly regions?10He who descended is the very one 

who ascended higher than all the heavens, in order 
to fill the whole universe.) 





Getting a Renewed Vision of the Church 
5.  The Gifts given 

Ephesians 4:11 
11So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, 

the pastors and teachers, 12to equip his people for works of 
service, so that the body of Christ may be built up 13until we all 
reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God 

and become mature, attaining to the whole 
measure of the fullness of Christ. 



Getting a Renewed Vision of the Church 
6.  The Reason behind the Gifts 

Ephesians 4:12-13 
11So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, 

the pastors and teachers, 12to equip his people for works of 
service, so that the body of Christ may be built up 13until we all 
reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God 

and become mature, attaining to the whole 
measure of the fullness of Christ. 



1 Corinthians 12:1.4-7 
1Now about the gifts of the Spirit, brothers and sisters, 

I do not want you to be uninformed… 
 

4There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit distributes 
them.  5There are different kinds of service, but the same Lord.  
6There are different kinds of working, but in all of them and in 

everyone it is the same God at work.  7Now to each one the 
manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good. 



No one gets to be the end user 
of God’s Gifts! 



“
 
Both Romans 12:3–8 and 1 Corinthians 12:4–14 serve as 
commentary on this text. Unity does not exist in the sameness of 
person or responsibility, but in origin from God, dependence on 
the one gospel, and destination with God. Within the unity grace 
is given to everyone so that each person has a different 
responsibility. As Romans 12:6 puts it, “We have different gifts, 
according to the grace given to us.” Unity is maintained by 
diversity and variety…  The word “gifts” may have a double 
referent. They are given to people in 4:7, but in 4:11 people are 
also given as gifts to the church. That people are recipients of 
grace makes them gifts to the church. 
 
 
~  Klyne Snodgrass, Ephesians, The NIV Application Commentary (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 1996), 200-201. 
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John 15:8 
This is to my 

Father’s glory, that 
you bear much 
fruit, showing 

yourselves to be 
my disciples. 
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Sunday, September 29th, 2019 
$38 per child / month 
~ Our Aim at HCC – 100 kids! 





Gospel Application 
 

Are you 
the church? 
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