What do to when you don’t Desire God?

Do you remember the time you were young in your faith and you desired Jesus and were passionate
about the things of God. We may have done silly things in our youthful zeal but we had pure intentions.
And with those pure intentions we start to grow and mature in our faith. We start to do good works,
persevere in trial and become doctrinally sound. We’ve become a lot like the church of Ephesus found in
the book of Revelation.

Revelation2:2-3

2| know your deeds, your hard work and your perseverance. | know that you cannot tolerate wicked
people, that you have tested those who claim to be apostles but are not, and have found them
false. 3You have persevered and have endured hardships for my name, and have not grown weary.

Why do our desires wane?
Revelation 2:4 - *Yet | hold this against you: You have forsaken the love you had at first.
Reason’s we forsake Christ
*  Weforget
* We desire other things
*  We cultivate other important things
How do we solve this?
Revelation 2:5

5 Consider how far you have fallen! Repent and do the things you did at first. If you do not repent, | will
come to you and remove your lampstand from its place.

1. Remember!
e Remember your fallen condition

e Ephesians 2:1 -3 - As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and
sins, 2in which you used to live when you followed the ways of this world and of
the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who
are disobedient. 3 All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the
cravings of our flesh and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we
were by nature deserving of wrath.

e Remember God’s grace
e Ephesians 2:4 —7 - *But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in
mercy, ® made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—



it is by grace you have been saved. ® And God raised us up with Christ and
seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, 7in order that in the
coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in
his kindness to us in Christ Jesus.

2. Repent!
3. Return to the things that cultivate your desire for Jesus!
e Stay rooted in the word of God.
e Read/ listen to the word
*  Memorize & meditate scripture

e Hebrews 4:12 - 2 For the word of God is alive and active. Sharper than any
double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and
marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.

e Redeem your time.

* Prayer

* Fasting
e Pursue community w/ a purpose.
e Share your faith.

o Philemon 6 - ¢1 pray that your partnership with us in the faith may be effective in
deepening your understanding of every good thing we share for the sake of Christ.

Gospel Application

In what ways will you cultivate a desire for Christ again?
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Revelation 2: 2 -3

2] know your deeds, your hard work and your
perseverance. I know that you cannot tolerate
wicked people, that you have tested those who
claim to be apostles but are not, and have found
them false.



Revelation 2: 2 -3

3You have persevered and have endured
hardships for my name, and have not grown
weary.






Why do our desires wane?



Revelation 2:4

*Yet I hold this against you: You have forsaken the
love you had at first.



Why do our desires wane?

Because we have forsaken our first
love.



Reason’s we forsake Christ

* We forget



Reason’s we forsake Christ

* We forget
* We desire other things



Reason’s we forsake Christ

* We forget
* We desire other things
* We cultivate other important things



How do we solve this?



Revelation 2:5

> Consider how far you have fallen! Repent and do
the things you did at first. If you do not repent, I
will come to you and remove your
lampstand from its place.



How do we solve this?

1. Remember!
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Remember your fallen condition



Ephesians 2:1 - 3

As for you, you were dead in your transgressions
and sins, 2in which you used to live when you
followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of
the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at
work in those who are disobedient. ® All of us also
lived among them at one time, gratifying the
cravings of our flesh and following its desires and
thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature
deserving of wrath.



Remember God’s grace



Ephesians 2:4 - 7

1 But because of his great love for us, God, who is
rich in mercy, > made us alive with Christ even when
we were dead in transgressions —it is by grace you
have been saved. ® And God raised us up with
Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly
realms in Christ Jesus, 7in order that in the coming
ages he might show the incomparable riches of his
grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ
Jesus.



Revelation 2:5

> Consider how far you have fallen! Repent and do
the things you did at first. If you do not repent, I
will come to you and remove your
lampstand from its place.



How do we solve this?

1. Remember!
2. Repent!
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How do we solve this?

1. Remember!
2. Repent!
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Revelation 2:5

> Consider how far you have fallen! Repent and do

the things you did at first. If you do not repent, |
will come to you and remove your
lampstand from its place.



How do we solve this?

1. Remember!
2. Repent!
3. Return!
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Return to the things that
cultivate your desire for Jesus



Return to the things that
cultivate your desire for Jesus

1. Stay rooted in the word of God.



Staying Rooted

 Read / listen to the word



Staying Rooted

 Read / listen to the word
* Memorize & meditate scripture



Hebrews 4:12

12For the word of God is alive and active. Sharper
than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even
to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it
judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.



Return to the things that
cultivate your desire for Jesus

1. Stay rooted in the word of God.
2. Redeem your time.



Redeeming Your Time

* Prayer



Redeeming Your Time

* Prayer
* Fasting
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Return to the things that
cultivate your desire for Jesus

1. Stay rooted in the word of God.
2. Redeem your time.

3. Pursue community w/ a purpose.

4. Share your faith.



Philemon 6

6] pray that your partnership with us in the faith
may be effective in deepening your understanding
of every good thing we share for the sake of

Christ.



Gospel Application



Gospel Application

In what ways will you cultivate a desire for
Christ again?
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