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Worship 3.0 update
• Process
• Position
• Pray, pray, pray

Between Two Worlds
A Study of First Peter

Today’s message: 1 Peter 5:5-7

Previously in the letter

The immediate context: 
older/younger
1 Peter 5:5a

The broader context: 
community 
1 Peter 5:5b

Anthropocentric vs. 
Theocentric
Luke 18:9-14

The most important context: 
God
1 Peter 5:5c

The anthropocentric error in 
our churches

The theocentric solution in the 
gospel

Therefore...
1 Peter 5:6-7

Oh, how he cares fo us!

Worship 3.0

1 Peter 5:5–7
5 In the same way, you who are younger, 
submit yourselves to your elders. All 
of you, clothe yourselves with humil-
ity toward one another, because, “God 

opposes the proud but shows favor to the 
humble.” 6 Humble yourselves, therefore, 
under God’s mighty hand, that he may lift 

you up in due time. 7 Cast all your anxiety 
on him because he cares for you.

Luke 18:9–14
9 To some who were confident of their 

own righteousness and looked down 
on everyone else, Jesus told this par-

able: 10 “Two men went up to the temple 
to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax 

collector. 11 The Pharisee stood by himself and 
prayed: ‘God, I thank you that I am not like 

other people—robbers, evildoers, adulter-
ers—or even like this tax collector. 12 I 

fast twice a week and give a tenth of all 
I get.’ 13 “But the tax collector stood at 
a distance. He would not even look up 
to heaven, but beat his breast and said, 

‘God, have mercy on me, a sinner.’ 14 “I 
tell you that this man, rather than the other, 

went home justified before God. For all those 
who exalt themselves will be humbled, and 

those who humble themselves will be 
exalted.”

Philippians 2:5–11
5 In your relationships with one another, 

have the same mindset as Christ Jesus: 
6 Who, being in very nature God, did not 
consider equality with God something to 

be used to his own advantage; 7 rather, he 
made himself nothing by taking the very 
nature of a servant, being made in hu-
man likeness. 8 And being found in ap-
pearance as a man, he humbled himself 
by becoming obedient to death— even 
death on a cross! 9 Therefore God exalted 

him to the highest place and gave him the 
name that is above every name, 10 that at 

the name of Jesus every knee should bow, 
in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
11 and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus 

Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
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1 Peter 5:5–7
5 In the same way, you who are younger, 
submit yourselves to your elders. All of 
you, clothe yourselves with humility to-
ward one another, because, “God opposes 

the proud but shows favor to the humble.” 
6 Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s 
mighty hand, that he may lift you up in 

due time. 7 Cast all your anxiety on him 
because he cares for you.

Luke 18:9–14
9 To some who were confident of their 

own righteousness and looked down on 
everyone else, Jesus told this parable: 10 

“Two men went up to the temple to pray, 
one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 
11 The Pharisee stood by himself and prayed: 
‘God, I thank you that I am not like other 

people—robbers, evildoers, adulterers—or 
even like this tax collector. 12 I fast twice 
a week and give a tenth of all I get.’ 13 
“But the tax collector stood at a distance. 
He would not even look up to heaven, 
but beat his breast and said, ‘God, have 

mercy on me, a sinner.’ 14 “I tell you that 
this man, rather than the other, went home 

justified before God. For all those who exalt 
themselves will be humbled, and those who 

humble themselves will be exalted.”

Philippians 2:5–11
5 In your relationships with one anoth-

er, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus: 
6 Who, being in very nature God, did not 

consider equality with God something to be 
used to his own advantage; 7 rather, he made 

himself nothing by taking the very nature 
of a servant, being made in human like-
ness. 8 And being found in appearance 
as a man, he humbled himself by becom-
ing obedient to death— even death on a 
cross! 9 Therefore God exalted him to the 
highest place and gave him the name that 

is above every name, 10 that at the name 
of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven 
and on earth and under the earth, 11 and 

every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ 
is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
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1 Peter 1:3–5
3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his 
great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through 

the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 and into an 
inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade. This inheritance is 
kept in heaven for you, 5 who through faith are shielded by God’s 

power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be 
revealed in the last time. 

Previously in 1 Peter



1 Peter 5:5–7
5 In the same way, you who are younger, submit yourselves to 
your elders. All of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward 

one another, because, “God opposes the proud but shows favor to 
the humble.” 6 Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty 
hand, that he may lift you up in due time. 7 Cast all your anxiety 

on him because he cares for you. 

Today’s passage



1 Peter 5:5a
5 In the same way, you who are younger, submit yourselves to 
your elders. All of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward 

one another, because, “God opposes the proud but shows favor to 
the humble.” 6 Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty 
hand, that he may lift you up in due time. 7 Cast all your anxiety 

on him because he cares for you. 

The immediate context: older/younger



1 Peter 5:5b
5 In the same way, you who are younger, submit yourselves to 
your elders. All of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward 

one another, because, “God opposes the proud but shows favor to 
the humble.” 6 Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty 
hand, that he may lift you up in due time. 7 Cast all your anxiety 

on him because he cares for you. 

The broader context: community



Anthropocentric
vs.

Theocentric





Luke 18:9–12
9 To some who were confident of their own righteousness and 
looked down on everyone else, Jesus told this parable: 10 “Two 

men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a 
tax collector. 11 The Pharisee stood by himself and prayed: ‘God, I 

thank you that I am not like other people—robbers, evildoers, 
adulterers—or even like this tax collector. 12 I fast twice a week 

and give a tenth of all I get.’”

The prayer of the anthropocentric



Luke 18:13-14
13 “But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would not even 

look up to heaven, but beat his breast and said, ‘God, have mercy 
on me, a sinner.’ 14 “I tell you that this man, rather than the other, 

went home justified before God. For all those who exalt 
themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves 

will be exalted.”

The prayer of the theocentric



1 Peter 5:5c-6
5 In the same way, you who are younger, submit yourselves to 
your elders. All of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward 

one another, because, “God opposes the proud but shows favor to 
the humble.” 6 Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty 
hand, that he may lift you up in due time. 7 Cast all your anxiety 

on him because he cares for you. 

The most important context: God



Think what a sin it must be 
which has God for its opponent.

~ St. Jerome, 347-420

Jerome. (1893). The Letters of St. Jerome. In P. Schaff & H. Wace (Eds.), W. H. Fremantle, G. Lewis, & W. G. Martley (Trans.), St. Jerome: 
Letters and Select Works (Vol. 6, p. 13). New York: Christian Literature Company.
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The anthropocentric error in our churches

I’m not a murderer.

Some of my best friends are alive.

~ Sean Lock, British comedian



The anthropocentric error in our churches



The anthropocentric error in Peter

Matthew 16:21-23
21From that time on Jesus began to explain to his disciples that he 
must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things at the hands of the 
elders, the chief priests and the teachers of the law, and that he 

must be killed and on the third day be raised to life.
22Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. “Never, Lord!” 

he said. “This shall never happen to you!”
23Jesus turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are 
a stumbling block to me; you do not have in mind the concerns 

of God, but merely human concerns.”



Matthew 20:26–28
26 Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great 

among you must be your servant, 27 and whoever wants to be first 
must be your slave—28 just as the Son of Man did not come to be 
served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” 



Matthew 20:26–28
26 Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great 

among you must be your servant, 27 and whoever wants to be first 
must be your slave—28 just as the Son of Man did not come to be 
served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” 

Matthew 23:11–12
11 The greatest among you will be your servant. 12 For those who 

exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble 
themselves will be exalted. 



The theocentric solution in the gospel



The theocentric solution in the gospel

Philippians 2:5–11
5 In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as 

Christ Jesus: 6 Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality 
with God something to be used to his own advantage; 7 rather, he made 

himself nothing by taking the very nature of a servant, being made in 
human likeness. 8 And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled 

himself by becoming obedient to death— even death on a cross! 9
Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name 
that is above every name, 10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should 
bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and every tongue 
acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 



1 Peter 5:6-7
5 In the same way, you who are younger, submit yourselves to 
your elders. All of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward 

one another, because, “God opposes the proud but shows favor to 
the humble.” 6 Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty 
hand, that he may lift you up in due time. 7 Cast all your anxiety 

on him because he cares for you. 

Oh, how he cares for us
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