
Introduction – “Expectations Management”

What I actually expect beneath the surface

Today’s Message:

“Why are you surprised at the fiery ordeal you 
are facing?”

1 Peter 4:12-19

Three HUGE Questions:
    Why am I surprised?

    What would lead me to “rejoicing” in 

          participating in suffering?

    How can suffering lead me to “continue 

          to do good”?

Question 1 - Why am I surprised?

1 Peter 4:12

    John 16:33

CREATION/FALL/REDEMPTION/RESTORATION
        Genesis 1:27

        Genesis 3:17b-19

        Galatians 3:13-14

        Revelation 22:2b-3a

Question 2 - What would lead me to 

    “rejoicing” in participating in suffering?

1 Peter 4:13-16 

    Acts 4:18-31

    Acts 5:41-42

 
Question 3 - How can suffering lead me to 

    “continue to do good”? 

1 Peter 4:17-19
    
    Appearing before God

    Jesus as my example - 1 Peter 2:21:23

    Overcoming suffering by doing good

The end of the matter: Disappointment with 
God is better than the alternative

Gospel Application – “What do you with you 
disappointment with God?  Does it lead you 
“to” or “away” from Him?”
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John 16:33

33“I have told you these things, so that in me you 
may have peace. In this world you will have 
trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the 
world.”

Genesis 1:27 / Genesis 3:17b-19 

Galatians 3:13-14 / Revelation 22:2b-3a

Acts 4:23-31

23On their release, Peter and John went back 
to their own people and reported all that the 
chief priests and the elders had said to them.  
24When they heard this, they raised their 

voices together in prayer to God. “Sovereign 
Lord,” they said, “you made the heavens and 

the earth and the sea, and everything in them. 
25 You spoke by the Holy Spirit through the mouth 

of your servant, our father David: 

“ ‘Why do the nations rage and the peoples plot in 
vain? 26 The kings of the earth rise up and the rulers 

band together against the Lord and against his 
anointed one.’ [Psalm 2:1-2]

27Indeed Herod and Pontius Pilate met together 
with the Gentiles and the people of Israel in this 

city to conspire against your holy servant Jesus, 
whom you anointed.  28They did what your power 

and will had decided beforehand should happen.  
29Now, Lord, consider their threats and enable your 

servants to speak your word with great boldness.  
30Stretch out your hand to heal and perform 
signs and wonders through the name of your 
holy servant Jesus.”

31After they prayed, the place where they were 
meeting was shaken. And they were all filled with 
the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly.

Acts 5:41-42

41The apostles left the Sanhedrin, rejoicing 
because they had been counted worthy of suf-
fering disgrace for the Name.  42Day after day, 
in the temple courts and from house to house, 
they never stopped teaching and proclaiming 

the good news that Jesus is the Messiah.

1 Peter 2:21:23

21 To this you were called, because Christ suffered for 
you, leaving you an example, that you should follow 

in his steps. 22 “He committed no sin, and no deceit 
was found in his mouth.  23 When they hurled their 
insults at him, he did not retaliate; when he suffered, 

he made no threats. Instead, he entrusted himself to 
him who judges justly.
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1. The world is a fair & just & wonderful place.

2. Bad stuff happens, but mostly to those who deserve it.

3. When it does happen randomly, I just shrug it off as weird.

4. Broken relationships/systems/families are the anomaly,
not the norm.

5. If I do good, good will happen to me.  If I do bad…





1 Peter 4:12-19
12Dear friends, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that has 
come on you to test you, as though something strange were 

happening to you.  13But rejoice inasmuch as you participate in 
the sufferings of Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when his 
glory is revealed.  14If you are insulted because of the name of 

Christ, you are blessed, for the Spirit of glory and of God rests on 
you.  15If you suffer, it should not be as a murderer or thief or any 
other kind of criminal, or even as a meddler.  16However, if you 

suffer as a Christian, do not be ashamed, but praise God
that you bear that name.



1 Peter 4:12-19
17For it is time for judgment to begin with God’s household; and if 
it begins with us, what will the outcome be for those who do not 

obey the gospel of God?  18And,

“If it is hard for the righteous to be saved, 
what will become of the ungodly and the sinner?”

19So then, those who suffer according to God’s will should commit 
themselves to their faithful Creator and continue to do good.



This week’s Message:
“Don't be surprised at the fiery ordeal

you are facing ”
1 Peter 4:1-6



Three HUGE Questions:
Why am I surprised?

What would lead me to “rejoicing” in
participating in suffering?

How can suffering lead me to “continue to do good”?



Question 1 - Why am I surprised?

1 Peter 4:12
12Dear friends, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that has 
come on you to test you, as though something strange were 

happening to you.



“
Peter makes the startling claim that unjust suffering is not to 
come as a surprise. This thought runs counter to modern 
sensibilities that consider suffering and hard times to be an 
abnormal state of life that should be avoided if at all possible. 
And if they can’t be avoided, they should be dealt with 
expeditiously so that “normal” life can resume as quickly as 
possible. In some first-century Greek thought,
however, consolation could be found in the
knowledge that whatever the misfortune one
encountered, “nothing unexpected has happened”
(Holloway 2002). In this way of thinking,
misfortune is more bearable if it is understood to
be a normal part of the workings of the universe.

Even today some clergy offer consolation for bereavement in the 



“Even today some clergy offer consolation for bereavement in the 
thought that death is simply a normal part of life and therefore 
to be taken in stride.  Misfortune and death are certainly 
“normal” in the sense that they are universally
experienced, but they are not normal when
viewed from God’s intention in creation and his
plan in redemption.

~ Karen H. Jobes, 1 Peter, Baker Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament, page 286



John 16:33
33“I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. 

In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have 
overcome the world.”





CREATION

Genesis 1:27
So God created mankind in his own image, in the image of God 

he created them; male and female he created them.



FALL

Genesis 3:17b-19
17b“Cursed is the ground because of you; through painful toil you 

will eat food from it all the days of your life. 18It will produce 
thorns and thistles for you, and you will eat the plants of the field. 

19By the sweat of your brow you will eat your food until you 
return to the ground, since from it you were taken;

for dust you are and to dust you will return.”



REDEMPTION

Galatians 3:13-14
13Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a 

curse for us, for it is written: “Cursed is everyone who is hung on 
a pole.” [Deuteronomy 21:23]  14He redeemed us in order that the 
blessing given to Abraham might come to the Gentiles through 

Christ Jesus, so that by faith we might receive
the promise of the Spirit.



RESTORATION

Revelation 22:2b-3a
2bOn each side of the river stood the tree of life, bearing twelve 
crops of fruit, yielding its fruit every month.  And the leaves of 

the tree are for the healing of the nations.
3No longer will there be any curse.



“ Even the greatest of miracles do not 
resolve the problems of this earth: all 
people who find physical healing 
eventually die. We need more than 
miracle. We need a new heaven and a new 
earth, and until we have those, unfairness 
will not disappear.



Question 2 - What would lead me to “rejoicing”
in participating in suffering?

1 Peter 4:13-16
13But rejoice inasmuch as you participate in the sufferings of 

Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when his glory is revealed.  
14If you are insulted because of the name of Christ, you are 

blessed, for the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you.  15If you 
suffer, it should not be as a murderer or thief or any other kind of 

criminal, or even as a meddler.  16However, if you suffer as a 
Christian, do not be ashamed, but praise God

that you bear that name.



~ Carlo Bonte (Dutch, 17th C.)
St. Peter and St. John Heal a Lame Man



Acts 4:18-31
18Then they called them in again and commanded them not to 
speak or teach at all in the name of Jesus.  19But Peter and John 

replied, “Which is right in God’s eyes: to listen to you, or to him?  
You be the judges!  20As for us, we cannot help speaking about 

what we have seen and heard.”
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replied, “Which is right in God’s eyes: to listen to you, or to him?  
You be the judges!  20As for us, we cannot help speaking about 

what we have seen and heard.”

21After further threats they let them go.  They could not decide 
how to punish them, because all the people were praising God for 
what had happened.  22For the man who was miraculously healed 

was over forty years old.



Acts 4:18-31
23On their release, Peter and John went back to their own people 
and reported all that the chief priests and the elders had said to 

them.  24When they heard this, they raised their voices together in 
prayer to God. “Sovereign Lord,” they said, “you made the 

heavens and the earth and the sea, and everything in them.  25You 
spoke by the Holy Spirit through the mouth of your servant,

our father David:
“‘Why do the nations rage and the peoples plot in vain?

The kings of the earth rise up and the rulers band together
against the Lord and against his anointed one.



Acts 4:18-31
27Indeed Herod and Pontius Pilate met together with the Gentiles 
and the people of Israel in this city to conspire against your holy 
servant Jesus, whom you anointed.  28They did what your power 
and will had decided beforehand should happen.  29Now, Lord, 

consider their threats and enable your servants to speak your 
word with great boldness.  30Stretch out your hand to heal and 

perform signs and wonders through the name of your holy 
servant Jesus.”

31After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was 
shaken. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke 

the word of God boldly.



Acts 5:41-42
41The apostles left the Sanhedrin, rejoicing because they had been 
counted worthy of suffering disgrace for the Name.  42Day after 
day, in the temple courts and from house to house, they never 

stopped teaching and proclaiming the good news
that Jesus is the Messiah.



“No matter how we rationalize, God will sometimes seem unfair from 
the perspective of a person trapped in time. Only at the end of time, 
after we have attained God’s level of viewing, after every evil has been 
punished or forgiven, every illness healed, and the entire universe 
restored—only then will fairness reign. Then we will understand what 
role is played by evil, and by the Fall, and by natural law, in an 
“unfair” event like the death of a child. Until then, we will not know,

and can only trust in a God who does know…

That, I believe, is also what faith sometimes requires: 
trusting God when there is no apparent evidence of 
him—as Job did. Trusting in his ultimate goodness, a 
goodness that exists outside of time, a goodness that 
time has not yet caught up with.



Question 3 – How can suffering lead me to
“continue to do good”?

1 Peter 4:17-19
17For it is time for judgment to begin with God’s household; and if 
it begins with us, what will the outcome be for those who do not 

obey the gospel of God?  18And,

“If it is hard for the righteous to be saved, 
what will become of the ungodly and the sinner?”

[Proverbs 11:31]
19So then, those who suffer according to God’s will should commit 

themselves to their faithful Creator and continue to do good.



1 Peter 2:21:23
21 To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving 

you an example, that you should follow in his steps.

22 “He committed no sin, 
and no deceit was found in his mouth.”

[ Isaiah 53:9]

23 When they hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate; when 
he suffered, he made no threats.  Instead, he entrusted

himself to him who judges justly.



“
We seem to assume that God knows what he is doing when we 
are happy and well. But trouble and difficult times raise hard 
questions about our relationship with God and about his intent 
and character. It is harder to entrust our lives to God when we 
are suffering, and especially when that suffering is unjust and is 
the consequence of living obediently for him!  How is this trust 
expressed when one is suffering? By continuing to
do good. It is easiest to do good when things are
going well, when we are prospering and healthy.
But when we suffer as the consequence of doing
good (i.e., living for Christ with all that it implies),
how unreasonable it seems to continue to do the
very things that are causing pain. 



“
Continue to live as a Christian; continue to observe appropriate social 
relationships; continue to minister to one another in the Christian 
community. Do not let persecution and suffering deflect you from your 
calling in Christ, because they are a part of this calling.  Suffering 
because one is a Christian is, therefore, neither unexpected nor 
shameful, because the nexus of suffering and honor is embodied in 
Jesus Christ himself.  Suffering is an opportunity to glorify God and a
badge of honor for the living stones in the house of
God. Joy rather than surprise. Blessing rather than
insult. Glory to God rather than shame. The Christian
is called to enduring commitment to Christ’s gospel
amid suffering caused by that very commitment.

~ Karen H. Jobes, 1 Peter, Baker Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament, page 295-=296.



The end of the matter:

Disappointment with God is better
than the alternative
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Gospel Application

What do you with your disappointment with God?

Does it lead you to or away from Him? 
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