
	

1 Peter 3:13-22 
13 Who is going to harm you if you are 
eager to do good? 14 But even if you 
should suffer for what is right, you are 
blessed. “Do not fear their threats; do 
not be frightened.” z 15 But in your hearts 
revere Christ as Lord. Always be 
prepared to give an answer to everyone 
who asks you to give the reason for the 
hope that you have. But do this with 
gentleness and respect, 16 keeping a clear 
conscience, so that those who speak 
maliciously against your good behavior 
in Christ may be ashamed of their 
slander. 17 For it is better, if it is God’s 
will, to suffer for doing good than for 
doing evil. 18 For Christ also suffered 
once for sins, the righteous for the 
unrighteous, to bring you to God. He 
was put to death in the body but made 
alive in the Spirit. 19 After being made 
alive, he went and made proclamation to 
the imprisoned spirits—20 to those who 
were disobedient long ago when God 
waited patiently in the days of Noah 
while the ark was being built. In it only 
a few people, eight in all, were saved 
through water, 21 and this water 
symbolizes baptism that now saves you 
also—not the removal of dirt from the 
body but the pledge of a clear 
conscience toward God. It saves you by 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22 who 
has gone into heaven and is at God’s 
right hand—with angels, authorities and 
powers in submission to him. 
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“
A Wonderful text is this, and a more obscure passage 
perhaps than any other in the New Testament, so that I 
do not know for certainty what Peter means.

 ~Martin Luther

 

 

 

 



“
This felt by me to be difficult

 ~St. Augustine 

 

 

 

 





Previous Sermon in 1 Peter
“Suffering from your Enemies”

1 Peter 3:8-12



1 Peter 3:8-12

8 Finally, all of you, be like-minded, be sympathetic, love one 
another, be compassionate and humble. 9 Do not repay evil with 

evil or insult with insult. On the contrary, repay evil with blessing, 
because to this you were called so that you may inherit a blessing. 
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8 Finally, all of you, be like-minded, be sympathetic, love one 
another, be compassionate and humble. 9 Do not repay evil with 

evil or insult with insult. On the contrary, repay evil with blessing, 
because to this you were called so that you may inherit a blessing. 



1 Peter 3:8-12

10 For, 
“Whoever would love life 

and see good days 
must keep their tongue from evil 

and their lips from deceitful speech. 
11 They must turn from evil and do good; 

they must seek peace and pursue it. 
12 For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous 

and his ears are attentive to their prayer, 
but the face of the Lord is against those who do evil.”



This week’s Message:
“Jesus brings us to the Father”

1 Peter 3:13-22



1 Peter 3:13-22
13 Who is going to harm you if you are eager to do good? 14 But 
even if you should suffer for what is right, you are blessed. “Do 
not fear their threats; do not be frightened.” 15 But in your hearts 
revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to 
everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you 
have. But do this with gentleness and respect, 16 keeping a clear 
conscience, so that those who speak maliciously against your 

good behavior in Christ may be ashamed of their slander. 17 For it 
is better, if it is God’s will, to suffer for doing good than for 
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1 Peter 3:13-22

19 After being made alive, he went and made proclamation to the 
imprisoned spirits—20 to those who were disobedient long ago 
when God waited patiently in the days of Noah while the ark 

was being built. In it only a few people, eight in all, were saved 
through water, 21 and this water symbolizes baptism that now 
saves you also—not the removal of dirt from the body but the 
pledge of a clear conscience toward God. It saves you by the 

resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22 who has gone into heaven and is at 
God’s right hand—with angels, authorities and powers in 

submission to him.



“
This is what I call a ‘moon’ passage, versus a ‘sun’ 
passage – meaning, like God made the sun greater than 
the moon, so did he make some passages of the Bible 
greater than the others. In this passage there are sun 
elements, and there are moon elements. The sun of the 
explicit gospel is mentioned alongside the moon of some 
cryptic teaching about Jesus preaching to the spirits in 
prison, at some point, in some way, for some reason. 

~Chris Wachter 

 ~St. Augustine 
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A Rhetorical Question
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the body but made alive in the Spirit. 
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The Gospel

God – Man – Jesus - Faith



The Sun

With Gentleness and Respect
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1 Peter 3:13-22
13 Who is going to harm you if you are eager to do good? 14 But 
even if you should suffer for what is right, you are blessed. “Do 
not fear their threats; do not be frightened.” 15 But in your hearts 
revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to 
everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you 
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The Sun

I see, I hear, I know…



1 Peter 3:13-22
13 Who is going to harm you if you are eager to do good? 14 But 
even if you should suffer for what is right, you are blessed. “Do 
not fear their threats; do not be frightened.” 15 But in your hearts 
revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to 
everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you 
have. But do this with gentleness and respect, 16 keeping a clear 
conscience, so that those who speak maliciously against your 

good behavior in Christ may be ashamed of their slander. 17 For it 
is better, if it is God’s will, to suffer for doing good than for 
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The Moon



1 Peter 3:13-22

19 After being made alive, he went and made proclamation to the 
imprisoned spirits—20 to those who were disobedient long ago 
when God waited patiently in the days of Noah while the ark 

was being built. In it only a few people, eight in all, were saved 
through water, 21 and this water symbolizes baptism that now 
saves you also—not the removal of dirt from the body but the 
pledge of a clear conscience toward God. It saves you by the 

resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22 who has gone into heaven and is at 
God’s right hand—with angels, authorities and powers in 

submission to him.



The Moon

Dark side 





The Moon

Wandering in Confusion for a very long time!



I believe in God, the Father almighty,
      creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
      who was conceived by the Holy Spirit

      and born of the virgin Mary.
      He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

      was crucified, died, and was buried;
      he descended to hell.

      The third day he rose again from the dead.
      He ascended to heaven

      and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
      From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
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1 Enoch



“
First Enoch tells a similar but more elaborate tale. The Watchers 
were the fallen angels who had abandoned heaven (12.4), slept 
with human women (15.3), and produced children, referred to as 
“giants” from whose bodies “evil spirits” have come (15.9). These 
evil spirits have taught people “deeds of shame, injustice, and sin” 
(13.2) and will continue to corrupt the earth until “the day of the 
great conclusion, until the great age is consummated, until 
everything is concluded” (16.1). The Watchers appeal to Enoch to 
intercede with God on behalf of themselves and the evil progeny 
they have produced. Enoch obliges and returns with God’s 
proclamation to the Watchers: “[You will] not be able to ascend 
into heaven unto all eternity, but you shall remain inside the 
earth, imprisoned all the days of eternity.”

 ~St. Augustine 

 

 

 

 



“
Moreover, the Watchers would see the destruction of their sons 
(referred to as “the spirits”) because the petitions for themselves 
and for their sons (the spirits) will not be heard by God (14.5–6). 
These “spirits” that came from the bodies of the giants fathered by 
the Watchers through human women were the cause of the 
human evil that led to the great flood during the time of Enoch’s 
grandson, Noah.

~ Jobes, K. H. (2005). 1 Peter (p. 244). Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic.

 ~St. Augustine 
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1 Peter 3:13-22

19 After being made alive, he went and made proclamation to the 
imprisoned spirits—20 to those who were disobedient long ago 
when God waited patiently in the days of Noah while the ark 

was being built. In it only a few people, eight in all, were saved 
through water, 21 and this water symbolizes baptism that now 
saves you also—not the removal of dirt from the body but the 
pledge of a clear conscience toward God. It saves you by the 

resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22 who has gone into heaven and is at 
God’s right hand—with angels, authorities and powers in 

submission to him.



The Moon

Christ Preached through Noah



“
The second view sees the spirits in prison as human souls who 
were disobedient in Noah’s day that Christ himself preached to 
through Noah, but who disobeyed nonetheless, and who are now 
in prison awaiting consignment to hell… So this view is focused 
more on the past. Christ, in the spirit, was present in Noah, 
thousands of years before his incarnation, death, resurrection. 
And so Peter’s point isn’t so much to describe what happened 
between his death and resurrection as it is to make a secondary 
point or example about a minority who suffered, but who were 
saved in the end.

~ Chris Wachter

 ~St. Augustine 

 

 

 

 



Here comes the Sun!
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pledge of a clear conscience toward God. It saves you by the 

resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22 who has gone into heaven and is at 
God’s right hand—with angels, authorities and powers in 

submission to him.



It is Finished!
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Gospel Application:

Jesus has won the victory over life and death!



Gospel Application:

Jesus has won the victory over life and death!

He sees, he hears, he knows…
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