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Q1 Financial Update

Between Two Worlds
A Study of First Peter

Today’s message: 1 Peter 3:8-12

Previously in 1 Peter

We are to be a spiritual people 
who...
1 Peter 3:8-9

...just like long ago
1 Peter 3:10-12

Why quote Psalm 34?

The story of Saul (the anti-hero) 
and David (the hero)
multiple passages from 1 Samuel

The connection between Saul & 
David and Peter & Christ

In Summary:
• The LORD identifies/anoints 

the king
• The LORD slays the enemy
• The anti-hero tries to save 

the people
• The hero does not exchange 

evil for evil but overcomes it 
with good

• The hero establishes his 
throne

• The hero saves his people

The call to Hope Community 
from Psalm 34

1 Peter 3:8–12
8 Finally, all of you, be like-minded, 
be sympathetic, love one another, be 
compassionate and humble. 9 Do 

not repay evil with evil or insult with 
insult. On the contrary, repay evil with 
blessing, because to this you were called 

so that you may inherit a blessing. 
10 For, “Whoever would love life 
and see good days must keep their 
tongue from evil and their lips 

from deceitful speech. 11 They must 
turn from evil and do good; they 

must seek peace and pursue it. 12 For 
the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous 
and his ears are attentive to their prayer, 

but the face of the Lord is against those 
who do evil.”

Psalm 34:12–22 
12 Whoever of you loves life and 

desires to see many good days, 13 
keep your tongue from evil and your 
lips from telling lies. 14 Turn from evil 

and do good; seek peace and pursue 
it. 15 The eyes of the Lord are on the 
righteous, and his ears are atten-
tive to their cry; 16 but the face of 

the Lord is against those who do evil, 
to blot out their name from the earth. 
17 The righteous cry out, and the Lord 

hears them; he delivers them from all 
their troubles. 18 The Lord is close to 
the brokenhearted and saves those 
who are crushed in spirit. 19 The 
righteous person may have many 

troubles, but the Lord delivers him 
from them all; 20 he protects all his 

bones, not one of them will be broken. 
21 Evil will slay the wicked; the foes 
of the righteous will be condemned. 22 

The Lord will rescue his servants; no one 
who takes refuge in him will be con-
demned.
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1 Peter 2:4–6 
4 As you come to him, the living Stone—rejected by humans but 

chosen by God and precious to him—5 you also, like living stones, 
are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, 
offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus 
Christ. 6 For in Scripture it says: “See, I lay a stone in Zion, a 

chosen and precious cornerstone, and the one who trusts in him 
will never be put to shame.” 



1 Peter 3:8–12  
8 Finally, all of you, be like-minded, be sympathetic, love one 

another, be compassionate and humble. 9 Do not repay evil with 
evil or insult with insult. On the contrary, repay evil with blessing, 
because to this you were called so that you may inherit a blessing. 

10 For, “Whoever would love life and see good days must keep 
their tongue from evil and their lips from deceitful speech. 11 They 

must turn from evil and do good; they must seek peace and 
pursue it. 12 For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous and his 

ears are attentive to their prayer, but the face of the Lord is against 
those who do evil.”  
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Why quote Psalm 34? 
 
 

What do Saul and David have to do with 1 Peter? 



The story of Saul (the anti-hero) and David (the hero) 

David Plays the Harp for Saul, by Rembrandt van Rijn, c. 1650 and 1670. 



God rejects Saul and chooses David as king 
1 Samuel 15:26–28  

26 But Samuel said to him, “I will not go back with you. You have 
rejected the word of the LORD, and the LORD has rejected you as 
king over Israel!” 27 As Samuel turned to leave, Saul caught hold 

of the hem of his robe, and it tore. 28 Samuel said to him, “The 
LORD has torn the kingdom of Israel from you today and has 

given it to one of your neighbors—to one better than you.  

The story of Saul (the anti-hero) and David (the hero) 



God rejects Saul and chooses David as king 
1 Samuel 16:7b, 12-13  

7 But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not consider his appearance or 
his height, for I have rejected him. The LORD does not look at the 

things people look at. People look at the outward appearance, but 
the LORD looks at the heart…Rise and anoint David; this is the 
one.” 13 So Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the 
presence of his brothers, and from that day on the Spirit of the 

LORD came powerfully upon David.  

The story of Saul (the anti-hero) and David (the hero) 



God rejects Saul and chooses David as king 
1 Samuel 16:14  

14 Now the Spirit of the LORD had departed from Saul, and an evil 
spirit from the LORD tormented him.  

The story of Saul (the anti-hero) and David (the hero) 



YET David serves Saul 
1 Samuel 16:21–22  

21 David came to Saul and entered his service. Saul liked him very 
much, and David became one of his armor-bearers. 22 Then Saul 

sent word to Jesse, saying, “Allow David to remain in my service, 
for I am pleased with him.”  

The story of Saul (the anti-hero) and David (the hero) 



The story of Saul (the anti-hero) and David (the hero) 

Gianlorenzo Bernini, David, 1623-24, marble, 
life-size, Galleria Borghese, Rome, Public 

Domain via Caravaggista, Creative 
Commons Attribution License. 



The LORD, through David, slays the great enemy, Goliath 
1 Samuel 17:26  

26 David asked the men standing near him, “What will be done for 
the man who kills this Philistine (Goliath) and removes this 

disgrace from Israel? Who is this uncircumcised Philistine that he 
should defy the armies of the living God?”  

The story of Saul (the anti-hero) and David (the hero) 



The LORD, through David, slays the great enemy, Goliath 
1 Samuel 17:31–33  

31 What David said was overheard and reported to Saul, and Saul 
sent for him. 32 David said to Saul, “Let no one lose heart on 

account of this Philistine; your servant will go and fight him.”  
33 Saul replied, “You are not able to go out against this Philistine 

and fight him; you are only a young man, and he has been a 
warrior from his youth.”  

The story of Saul (the anti-hero) and David (the hero) 



The LORD, through David, slays the great enemy, Goliath 
1 Samuel 17:36–37  

36 “Your servant has killed both the lion and the bear; this 
uncircumcised Philistine will be like one of them, because he has 
defied the armies of the living God. 37 The LORD who rescued me 
from the paw of the lion and the paw of the bear will rescue me 

from the hand of this Philistine.” Saul said to David, “Go, and the 
LORD be with you.”  

The story of Saul (the anti-hero) and David (the hero) 



The LORD, through David, slays the great enemy, Goliath 
1 Samuel 17:45–47  

45 David said to the Philistine, “You come against me with sword 
and spear and javelin, but I come against you in the name of the 
LORD Almighty, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have 

defied. 46 This day the LORD will deliver you into my hands…and 
the whole world will know that there is a God in Israel. 47 All 

those gathered here will know that it is not by sword or spear that 
the LORD saves; for the battle is the LORD’s, and he will give all of 

you into our hands.”  

The story of Saul (the anti-hero) and David (the hero) 



The LORD, through David, slays the great enemy, Goliath 
1 Samuel 18:6–7  

6 When the men were returning home after David had killed the 
Philistine, the women came out from all the towns of Israel to 

meet King Saul with singing and dancing, with joyful songs and 
with timbrels and lyres. 7 As they danced, they sang: “Saul has 

slain his thousands, and David his tens of thousands.”  

The story of Saul (the anti-hero) and David (the hero) 



The story of Saul (the anti-hero) and David (the hero) 

David Placa l'Ira di re Sau, Jan Sadeler, https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Saul_throwing_spear_at_David#/media/
File:David_Placa_l%27Ira_di_re_Saul.jpg 



Saul opposes David and seeks to take his life 
1 Samuel 18:8–11  

8 Saul was very angry; this refrain displeased him greatly. “They 
have credited David with tens of thousands,” he thought, “but me 

with only thousands. What more can he get but the kingdom?” 9 And 
from that time on Saul kept a close eye on David. 10 The next day an 
evil spirit from God came forcefully on Saul. He was prophesying in 
his house, while David was playing the lyre, as he usually did. Saul 

had a spear in his hand 11 and he hurled it, saying to himself, “I’ll pin 
David to the wall.” But David eluded him twice.  

The story of Saul (the anti-hero) and David (the hero) 



Saul opposes David and seeks to take his life AGAIN 
1 Samuel 19:8–10  

8 Once more war broke out, and David went out and fought the 
Philistines. He struck them with such force that they fled before 
him. 9 But an evil spirit from the LORD came on Saul as he was 

sitting in his house with his spear in his hand. While David was 
playing the lyre, 10 Saul tried to pin him to the wall with his spear, 
but David eluded him as Saul drove the spear into the wall. That 

night David made good his escape.  

The story of Saul (the anti-hero) and David (the hero) 



YET David refuses to kill Saul when given the opportunity 
1 Samuel 24:3–7  

3 Saul came to the sheep pens along the way; a cave was there, and 
Saul went in to relieve himself. David and his men were far back in 

the cave. 4 The men said, “This is the day the LORD spoke of when he 
said to you, ‘I will give your enemy into your hands for you to deal 

with as you wish.’”…He said to his men, “The LORD forbid that I 
should do such a thing to my master, the LORD’s anointed, or lay my 
hand on him; for he is the anointed of the LORD.” 7 With these words 

David sharply rebuked his men and did not allow them to attack 
Saul. And Saul left the cave and went his way.  

The story of Saul (the anti-hero) and David (the hero) 



YET David refuses to kill Saul when given the opportunity 
1 Samuel 24:9–15 

9 He said to Saul, “Why do you listen when men say, ‘David is bent 
on harming you’? 10 This day you have seen with your own eyes how 
the LORD delivered you into my hands in the cave. Some urged me to 
kill you, but I spared you; I said, ‘I will not lay my hand on my lord, 

because he is the LORD’s anointed.’ 11 See, my father, look at this 
piece of your robe in my hand! I cut off the corner of your robe but 

did not kill you. See that there is nothing in my hand to indicate that 
I am guilty of wrongdoing or rebellion. I have not wronged you, but 

you are hunting me down to take my life… 

The story of Saul (the anti-hero) and David (the hero) 



YET David refuses to kill Saul when given the opportunity 
1 Samuel 24:9–15  

…12 May the LORD judge between you and me. And may the LORD 
avenge the wrongs you have done to me, but my hand will not 
touch you. 13 As the old saying goes, ‘From evildoers come evil 

deeds,’ so my hand will not touch you. 14 “Against whom has the 
king of Israel come out? Who are you pursuing? A dead dog? A 
flea? 15 May the LORD be our judge and decide between us. May 

he consider my cause and uphold it; may he vindicate me by 
delivering me from your hand.”  

 

The story of Saul (the anti-hero) and David (the hero) 



Saul’s response to David’s righteousness 
1 Samuel 24:17–21  

17 “You are more righteous than I,” Saul said. “You have treated me 
well, but I have treated you badly. 18 You have just now told me 
about the good you did to me; the LORD delivered me into your 

hands, but you did not kill me. 19 When a man finds his enemy, does 
he let him get away unharmed? May the LORD reward you well for 
the way you treated me today. 20 I know that you will surely be king 
and that the kingdom of Israel will be established in your hands. 21 

Now swear to me by the LORD that you will not kill off my 
descendants or wipe out my name from my father’s family.”  

 

The story of Saul (the anti-hero) and David (the hero) 



What do Saul and David have to do with 1 Peter? 
 The story of Saul & David 

 

 

The story of Peter & Christ 
 

 
 

Peter’s Denial, by Carl Heinrich Bloch (62177); GAK 229; This image is to be 
used for Church purposes only. 
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The story of Peter & Christ 
 

• The LORD identifies/anoints 
Jesus as THE king and THE hero 

• The LORD, through Jesus, slays 
the great enemies of sin, death, 
and the devil 

• Peter, the anti-hero, aims to 
preserve the life of Jesus, THE 
hero, to save himself and others 
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What do Saul and David have to do with 1 Peter? 
 The story of Saul & David 

 

• David, the hero, does not 
exchange evil for evil but 
instead overcomes it with 
good 

• David, the hero, establishes  
his throne by preserving his 
life 

• David saves his people by 
slaying his tens of thousands 

 

The story of Peter & Christ 
 

• Jesus, THE hero, does not 
exchange evil for evil but 
instead overcomes it with    
good 

• Jesus, THE hero, establishes    
his throne by giving his life 

 
• Jesus saves his people by being 

slain in place of tens of 
thousands 

 



Psalm 34:1–22  
1 I will extol the LORD at all times; his praise will always be on my lips. 2 

I will glory in the LORD; let the afflicted hear and rejoice. 3 Glorify the 
LORD with me; let us exalt his name together. 4 I sought the LORD, and 

he answered me; he delivered me from all my fears. 5 Those who look to 
him are radiant; their faces are never covered with shame. 6 This poor 

man called, and the LORD heard him; he saved him out of all his 
troubles. 7 The angel of the LORD encamps around those who fear him, 
and he delivers them. 8 Taste and see that the LORD is good; blessed is 
the one who takes refuge in him. 9 Fear the LORD, you his holy people, 
for those who fear him lack nothing. 10 The lions may grow weak and 
hungry, but those who seek the LORD lack no good thing. 11 Come, my 

children, listen to me; I will teach you the fear of the LORD.  



Psalm 34:1–22  
12 Whoever of you loves life and desires to see many good days, 13 keep 
your tongue from evil and your lips from telling lies. 14 Turn from evil 
and do good; seek peace and pursue it. 15 The eyes of the LORD are on 

the righteous, and his ears are attentive to their cry; 16 but the face of the 
LORD is against those who do evil, to blot out their name from the earth. 

17 The righteous cry out, and the LORD hears them; he delivers them 
from all their troubles. 18 The LORD is close to the brokenhearted and 

saves those who are crushed in spirit. 19 The righteous person may have 
many troubles, but the LORD delivers him from them all; 20 he protects 

all his bones, not one of them will be broken. 21 Evil will slay the wicked; 
the foes of the righteous will be condemned. 22 The LORD will rescue his 

servants; no one who takes refuge in him will be condemned. 
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