
Introduction – “The Power of Story”

Today’s Message:

“The Story of God”

1 Peter 1:10-12

The Story of God – 1 Peter 1:10-11

  The struggle of the prophets

  The “foreshadowing” given to the prophets

  Matthew 13:16-17

      The story of Scripture

         Creation

         Fall

         Redemption

         Restoration

      Exodus 19:3-6 – the way redemption works 

                 on your own

The Story of God included them

    – 1 Peter 1:12a

       Galatians 4:4-7 – the way redemption 

   works IN JESUS CHRIST!

The Story of God included them and is the 

Greatest Story ever told! – 1 Peter 1:12b

Luke 4:14-21

The Story of God and Our Story

Gospel Application – “Have you merged your

      story with God? Are you continuing to do so?”
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1 Peter 1:10-12

10Concerning this salvation, the prophets, who spoke of 

the grace that was to come to you, searched intently 

and with the greatest care, 11trying to find out the 
time and circumstances to which the Spirit of Christ 

in them was pointing when he predicted the suffer-

ings of the Messiah and the glories that would follow.  

12It was revealed to them that they were not serving 

themselves but you, when they spoke of the things that 

have now been told you by those who have preached the 

gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven.  

Even angels long to look into these things.

Matthew 13:16-17

16But blessed are your eyes because they see, and 

your ears because they hear.  17For truly I tell you, 

many prophets and righteous people longed to see 

what you see but did not see it, and to hear what you 

hear but did not hear it.

Exodus 19:3-6

3Then Moses went up to God, and the Lord called to him 

from the mountain and said, “This is what you are to say 

to the descendants of Jacob and what you are to tell the 

people of Israel: 4‘You yourselves have seen what I did 

to Egypt, and how I carried you on eagles’ wings 

and brought you to myself.  5Now if you obey me 

fully and keep my covenant, then out of all nations 

you will be my treasured possession.  Although the 

whole earth is mine, 6 you will be for me a kingdom 

of priests and a holy nation.’  These are the words you 

are to speak to the Israelites.”

Galatians 4:4-7

4But when the set time had fully come, God sent 

his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, 5to 

redeem those under the law, that we might receive 

adoption to sonship.   6Because you are his sons, 

God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the 

Spirit who calls out, “Abba, Father.”  7So you are no 

longer a slave, but God’s child; and since you are his 

child, God has made you also an heir.

Luke 4:14-21

14Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and 

news about him spread through the whole countryside. 

15 He was teaching in their synagogues, and everyone 

praised him. 16He went to Nazareth, where he had been 

brought up, and on the Sabbath day he went into the 

synagogue, as was his custom. He stood up to read, 

17 and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was handed to 

him. Unrolling it, he found the place where it is written:

18“The Spirit of the Lord is on me, 

because he has anointed me 

to proclaim good news to the poor. 

He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners 

and recovery of sight for the blind, 

to set the oppressed free, 

19to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” [Isaiah 61:1-2]

20Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant 

and sat down.  The eyes of everyone in the synagogue 

were fastened on him.  21He began by saying to them, 

“Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.”
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“I am in favor of giving the 
them the opportunity to try 

it on for themselves.”  



“That reminds me of story.  A man had 
taken a pledge against drinking. The man”, 

said Lincoln, “was offered a drink at a 
friend’s house. The man declined, on 

account of his pledge, so his friend offered 
him lemonade instead. Then the host 

mentioned that the lemonade would be a bit 
more palatable if he were to pour some 

brandy in it. The man said that if his host 
were to do that unbeknownst (or unknown) 

to him, then … he could not object.” 





 
 

1 Peter 1:1-2 
1Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, 

To God’s elect, exiles scattered throughout the provinces of 
Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia and Bithynia, 2 who have been 

chosen according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, 
through the sanctifying work of the Spirit, to be obedient to Jesus 

Christ and sprinkled with his blood: 
  

Grace and peace be yours in abundance. 



GRECO, El 
Apostle St Peter 
1610-14 
Oil on canvas, 97 x 77 cm 
Museo de El Greco, Toledo 

Let’s meet 
Peter! 



 
 

1 Peter 1:3-5 
3Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his 

great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4and into an 

inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade.  This inheritance 
is kept in heaven for you, 5who through faith are shielded by 

God’s power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be 
revealed in the last time.  



 
 

1 Peter 1:6-9 
6In all this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you 
may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials.  7These have 
come so that the proven genuineness of your faith—of greater 
worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire—

may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is 
revealed.  8Though you have not seen him, you love him; and 

even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and are 
filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy, 9for you are 

receiving the end result of your faith, the salvation of your souls. 



 
 

1 Peter 1:10-12 
10Concerning this salvation, the prophets, who spoke of the grace 
that was to come to you, searched intently and with the greatest 
care, 11trying to find out the time and circumstances to which the 

Spirit of Christ in them was pointing when he predicted the 
sufferings of the Messiah and the glories that would follow. 12It 
was revealed to them that they were not serving themselves but 
you, when they spoke of the things that have now been told you 
by those who have preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit 

sent from heaven. Even angels long to look into these things. 
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The Story of God 
The Struggle of the Prophets 

 
1 Peter 1:10-11 

10Concerning this salvation, the prophets, who spoke of the grace 
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REMBRANDT Harmenszoon van Rijn 
Jeremiah Lamenting the Destruction of Jerusalem, 1630 
Oil on panel, 58 x 46 cm  Rijksmuseum, Amsterdam 



“
We get a hint of how draining the prophetic work was through the 
words of Daniel. Of the sufferings he had to behold he writes: 
 

My spirit within me was anxious, and the visions of my head alarmed me. 
(Daniel 7:15) 

 

And I, Daniel, was overcome and lay sick for some days. Then I rose and went 
about the king’s business, but I was appalled by the vision and did not 

understand it. (8:27) 
 

When he had spoken to me according to these words, I turned my face toward 
the ground and was mute. And behold, one in the likeness of the children of 
man touched my lips. Then I opened my mouth and spoke. I said to him who 

stood before me, “O my lord, by reason of the vision pains have come upon me, 
and I retain no strength. How can my lord’s servant talk with my lord? For 

now no strength remains in me, and no breadth is left in me.” (10:15–17) 



“
 
 

Such is the reward of the prophet. They were largely rejected in 
their own day. They served another time. They couldn’t 
understand salvation as clearly as they desired. And they were 
often physically impaired due to the nature of their work. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~ David R. Helm, 1 & 2 Peter and Jude: Sharing Christ’s Sufferings, Preaching the Word 
   (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Books, 2008), 50–51. 



The Story of God 
The “foreshadowing” given the prophets  

 
1 Peter 1:10-11 

10Concerning this salvation, the prophets, who spoke of the grace 
that was to come to you, searched intently and with the greatest 
care, 11trying to find out the time and circumstances to which the 

Spirit of Christ in them was pointing when he predicted the 
sufferings of the Messiah and the glories that would follow.  



Creation 
Fall 
Redemption 
Restoration 



 
Exodus 19:3-6 

3Then Moses went up to God, and the LORD called to him from 
the mountain and said, “This is what you are to say to the 

descendants of Jacob and what you are to tell the people of Israel: 
4‘You yourselves have seen what I did to Egypt, and how I 

carried you on eagles’ wings and brought you to myself.  5Now if 
you obey me fully and keep my covenant, then out of all nations 
you will be my treasured possession.  Although the whole earth 

is mine, 6 you will be for me a kingdom of priests and a holy 
nation.’  These are the words you are to speak to the Israelites.” 



“
The message of the prophets pronounces God’s judgment on the sin of 
his people, but it does not stop with judgment. The final vision of the 
Old Testament is not of dry bones in death valley. Rather, it is renewal 
beyond conceiving. The prophets picture the restoration of all that had 
been lost: the land, the temple, the sacrifices, the priesthood. But the 
restoration does not look back to recover the past; it looks forward to 
God’s final renewal. God’s fulfilment will transform everything. Not 
only will the remnant of Judah and Israel be gathered, 
but the remnant of the Gentiles will be gathered with 
them. Not just Israel, but Egypt and Assyria will be 
called the people of God. Eden will be restored, and 
more: God will make a new creation where peace 
will be universal and darkness will be gone. 
 
~ Edmund P. Clowney, The Message of 1 Peter: The Way of the Cross, The Bible Speaks Today 
   (Leicester, England; Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1988), 57. 



 
 

Matthew 13:16-17 
16But blessed are your eyes because they see, 

and your ears because they hear.  17For truly I tell you, 
many prophets and righteous people longed to see 

what you see but did not see it, 
and to hear what you hear 

but did not hear it. 



The Story of God included them 
 
 

1 Peter 1:12a 
12It was revealed to them that they were not serving themselves 
but you, when they spoke of the things that have now been told 
you by those who have preached the gospel to you by the Holy 

Spirit sent from heaven. 



“
In these verses Peter establishes the relevance of the OT for his readers, 
and he will continue to use the OT throughout his letter both to further 
explain Jesus and to exhort his readers with its ethical teachings. The 
hermeneutic that Peter explains in 1 Pet. 1:10–12 allows him to draw 
his readers’ self-understanding into solidarity with the OT people of 
God, giving them a new heritage now that they have abandoned the 
empty way of their biological ancestors (1:18), 
whether Gentile or Jew. They are no longer citizens 
of diverse nations but have been joined to the one 
people of God. Therefore, their self-understanding 
must be reshaped in accordance with this new reality 
that is of the greatest value. 
 
 
 

~ Karen H. Jobes, 1 Peter, Baker Exegetical Commentary on the New  
   Testament (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2005), 97 





 
Galatians 4:4-7 

4But when the set time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of 
a woman, born under the law, 5to redeem those under the law, 

that we might receive adoption to sonship.b 
  

6Because you are his sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our 
hearts, the Spirit who calls out, “Abba, Father.”  7So you are no 

longer a slave, but God’s child; and since you are his child, God 
has made you also an heir. 

 
 

b The Greek word for adoption to sonship is a legal term referring to the full 
legal standing of an adopted male heir in Roman culture. 
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The Story of God included them and is the 
Greatest Story ever told! 

 
 

1 Peter 1:12b 
Even angels long to look into these things.  



“
The sense of privilege that the readers should have of actually 
living in the time of fulfillment that the prophets longed to 
experience is underlined by mentioning “which things angels 
desire to look into.”… The sense is not one of idle curiosity but of 
a longing to see the fulfillment of God’s promises. Great as they 
are, it was not to them or for them that the fulfillment came… 

 
Although suffering, these believers are a 
privileged people. 
 
 
~ Peter H. Davids, The First Epistle of Peter, The New International  
     Commentary on the New Testament (Grand Rapids, MI: Wm. B.  
     Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1990), 64–65. 





 
Luke 4:14-21 

14Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and news 
about him spread through the whole countryside. 15 He was 

teaching in their synagogues, and everyone praised him.  
16He went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and on 

the Sabbath day he went into the synagogue, as was his custom. 
He stood up to read, 17 and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was 

handed to him. Unrolling it, he found the place where it is 
written: 



 
Luke 4:14-21 

18“The Spirit of the Lord is on me,  
because he has anointed me  

to proclaim good news to the poor.  
He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners  

and recovery of sight for the blind,  
to set the oppressed free,  

19to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” [Isaiah 61:1-2] 



 
Luke 4:14-21 

20Then he rolled up the scroll, 
gave it back to the attendant 

and sat down. 
 

The eyes of everyone in the synagogue 
were fastened on him. 

21He began by saying to them, 
“Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.” 





Gospel Application: 
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