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Last week: 1 Peter 1:1-2

What does “exile” mean? 

Between Two Worlds
A Study of First Peter

Today’s message:
Born Again to a Living Hope

“Blessed” be God...
1 Peter 1:3a

...he has caused us to be born 
again...
1 Peter 1:3b

...to a living hope...
1 Peter 1:3c

...to an inheritance that is...
1 Peter 1:4

...you, who by God’s power 
are being guarded...
1 Peter 1:5

Between two worlds - 
• One time for all time
• Every day in this world as 

we anticipate the next

1 Peter 1:1–5
1 Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To 
those who are elect exiles of the Dis-
persion in Pontus, Galatia, Cappa-

docia, Asia, and Bithynia, 2 according 
to the foreknowledge of God the Father, 
in the sanctification of the Spirit, for obe-

dience to Jesus Christ and for sprin-
kling with his blood: May grace 
and peace be multiplied to you. 3 
Blessed be the God and Father of 

our Lord Jesus Christ! According to 
his great mercy, he has caused us to 

be born again to a living hope through 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 
dead, 4 to an inheritance that is imper-

ishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept 
in heaven for you, 5 who by God’s 
power are being guarded through 
faith for a salvation ready to be re-
vealed in the last time.

Titus 3:3–5 
3 At one time we too were foolish, 

disobedient, deceived and enslaved 
by all kinds of passions and plea-
sures. We lived in malice and envy, 
being hated and hating one another. 

4 But when the kindness and love of 
God our Savior appeared, 5 he saved us, 
not because of righteous things we had 

done, but because of his mercy. 

1 Thessalonians 4:13–14 
13 But we do not want you to be 
uninformed, brothers and sisters, 

about those who have died, so that 
you may not grieve as others do who 

have no hope. 14 For since we believe 
that Jesus died and rose again, even so, 
through Jesus, God will bring with him 

those who have died. 
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1 Peter 1:1–5  
1 Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who are elect exiles of 

the Dispersion in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, 
2 according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, in the 

sanctification of the Spirit, for obedience to Jesus Christ and for 
sprinkling with his blood: May grace and peace be multiplied to 

you. 3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! 
According to his great mercy, he has caused us to be born again to 

a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 
dead, 4 to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and 

unfading, kept in heaven for you, 5 who by God’s power are being 
guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the 

last time.  



1 Peter 1:1–2  
1 Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who are elect exiles of 

the Dispersion in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, 
2 according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, in the 

sanctification of the Spirit, for obedience to Jesus Christ and for 
sprinkling with his blood: May grace and peace be multiplied to 

you.  

Greeting 



What does it mean to be an “exile”? 



“Since wealth and inheritance were most often vested in land in 
the first-century world, a displacement from one’s homeland 
meant that whatever property one stood to inherit would be of 
uncertain benefit, if any…Thus, the loss of inheritance and 
family rights could lead directly to feelings of hopelessness. 

Jobes, Karen H. 1 Peter. Baker Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament. Grand 
Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2005. 85. 





1 Peter 1:3a 
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! 

According to his great mercy, he has caused us to be born again to 
a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 
dead, 4 to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and 

unfading, kept in heaven for you, 5 who by God’s power are being 
guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the 

last time.  

“Blessed” be God 









1 Peter 1:3b 
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! 

According to his great mercy, he has caused us to be born again to 
a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 
dead, 4 to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and 

unfading, kept in heaven for you, 5 who by God’s power are being 
guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the 

last time.  

The mercy of God 



Titus 3:3–5  
3 At one time we too were foolish, disobedient, deceived and 
enslaved by all kinds of passions and pleasures. We lived in 

malice and envy, being hated and hating one another. 4 But when 
the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, 5 he saved us, 

not because of righteous things we had done,  
 

but because of his mercy.  



1 Peter 1:3b 
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! 

According to his great mercy, he has caused us to be born again to 
a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 
dead, 4 to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and 

unfading, kept in heaven for you, 5 who by God’s power are being 
guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the 

last time.  

Born Again 





1 Peter 1:3c 
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! 

According to his great mercy, he has caused us to be born again to 
a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 
dead, 4 to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and 

unfading, kept in heaven for you, 5 who by God’s power are being 
guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the 

last time.  

Born Again…to a Living Hope 



1 Peter 1:4 
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! 

According to his great mercy, he has caused us to be born again to 
a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 
dead, 4 to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and 

unfading, kept in heaven for you, 5 who by God’s power are being 
guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the 

last time.  

Born Again…to an Inheritance 



“The “inheritance” of [those who are born again] is thus shown 
to be far superior to the earthly inheritance of the people of 
Israel in the land of Canaan. That earthly land was not “kept” 
for them, but was taken from them in exile, and later by Roman 
occupation. Even while they possessed the land, it produced 
rewards that decayed, rewards whose glory faded away. The 
beauty of the land’s holiness before God was  
repeatedly defiled by sin (Num. 35:34; Jer. 2:7; 3:2). 

Grudem, Wayne. 1 Peter. 



1 Peter 1:5 
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! 

According to his great mercy, he has caused us to be born again to 
a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 
dead, 4 to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and 

unfading, kept in heaven for you, 5 who by God’s power are being 
guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the 

last time.  

Guarded by God’s Power 



“The certainty of future salvation animates the hope in which 
Christians now live, making the eschatological future a present 
reality. This is a consolatory technique intended to relieve 
feelings of oppression by so closely interweaving the glories of 
the future with the present that the present is transformed in the 
thought-world of Peter’s readers (Tite 1997: 77). 

Jobes, Karen H. 1 Peter. Baker Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament. Grand 
Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2005. 85. 



 
1 Thessalonians 4:13–14  

13 But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, 
about those who have died, so that you may not grieve as others 
do who have no hope. 14 For since we believe that Jesus died and 
rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those 

who have died.  



1 Peter 1:3–5  
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! 

According to his great mercy, he has caused us to be born again to 
a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 
dead, 4 to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and 

unfading, kept in heaven for you, 5 who by God’s power are being 
guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the 

last time.  



One time for all time 



One time for all time 
 

Every day in this world 
as we anticipate the next 



This world’s hope 
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