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Three Weeks Ago
“Prayer of Remembrance”

Nehemiah 1:1-11



Historical Context Leading up to Nehemiah

Babylonian King Nebuchadnezzar – 605 b.c.
Persian King Cyrus the Great – 559-529 b.c.
Persian King Darius the Great – 521-486 b.c.

Persian King Xerxes I the Great – 486 – 465 b.c.
Persian King Artaxerxes I the Great  – 464 –

425 b.c.



Nehemiah 1:1-11
8 “Remember the instruction you gave your servant Moses, 

saying, ‘If you are unfaithful, I will scatter you among the nations, 
9 but if you return to me and obey my commands, then even if 

your exiled people are at the farthest horizon, I will gather them 
from there and bring them to the place I have chosen as a 

dwelling for my Name.’ 
10 “They are your servants and your people, whom you redeemed 
by your great strength and your mighty hand. 11 Lord, let your ear 
be attentive to the prayer of this your servant and to the prayer of 

your servants who delight in revering your name. Give your 
servant success today by granting him favor in the presence of 

this man.” 
I was cupbearer to the king. 



Nehemiah 1:1-11

“LORD, the God of heaven, the great and awesome God, who 
keeps his covenant of love with those who love him and keep his 
commandments, 6 let your ear be attentive and your eyes open to 
hear the prayer your servant is praying before you day and night 

for your servants, the people of Israel. I confess the sins we 
Israelites, including myself and my father’s family, have 

committed against you. 7 We have acted very wickedly toward 
you. We have not obeyed the commands, decrees and laws you 

gave your servant Moses. 



Two Weeks Ago
“Pray Without Ceasing”

Nehemiah 2:1-20



This Weeks Sermon
“Prayer for the Poor”

Nehemiah 5:1-19



Nehemiah 5:1-19
Now the men and their wives raised a great outcry against their 

fellow Jews. 2 Some were saying, “We and our sons and daughters 
are numerous; in order for us to eat and stay alive, we must get 

grain.” 
3 Others were saying, “We are mortgaging our fields, our 
vineyards and our homes to get grain during the famine.” 

4 Still others were saying, “We have had to borrow money to pay 
the king’s tax on our fields and vineyards. 5 Although we are of 

the same flesh and blood as our fellow Jews and though our 
children are as good as theirs, yet we have to subject our sons and 

daughters to slavery. Some of our daughters have already been 
enslaved, but we are powerless, because our fields and our 

vineyards belong to others.” 



Nehemiah 5:1-19

6 When I heard their outcry and these charges, I was very angry. 7 I 
pondered them in my mind and then accused the nobles and 

officials. I told them, “You are charging your own people 
interest!” So I called together a large meeting to deal with them 
8 and said: “As far as possible, we have bought back our fellow 
Jews who were sold to the Gentiles. Now you are selling your 

own people, only for them to be sold back to us!” They kept quiet, 
because they could find nothing to say. 



Nehemiah 5:1-19

9 So I continued, “What you are doing is not right. Shouldn’t you 
walk in the fear of our God to avoid the reproach of our Gentile 
enemies? 10 I and my brothers and my men are also lending the 

people money and grain. But let us stop charging interest! 11 Give 
back to them immediately their fields, vineyards, olive groves and 
houses, and also the interest you are charging them—one percent 

of the money, grain, new wine and olive oil.” 
12 “We will give it back,” they said. “And we will not demand 

anything more from them. We will do as you say.” 



Nehemiah 5:1-19

Then I summoned the priests and made the nobles and officials 
take an oath to do what they had promised. 13 I also shook out the 

folds of my robe and said, “In this way may God shake out of 
their house and possessions anyone who does not keep this 
promise. So may such a person be shaken out and emptied!” 

At this the whole assembly said, “Amen,” and praised the LORD. 
And the people did as they had promised. 



Nehemiah 5:1-19

14 Moreover, from the twentieth year of King Artaxerxes, when I 
was appointed to be their governor in the land of Judah, until his 
thirty-second year—twelve years—neither I nor my brothers ate 
the food allotted to the governor. 15 But the earlier governors—
those preceding me—placed a heavy burden on the people and 
took forty shekels of silver from them in addition to food and 
wine. Their assistants also lorded it over the people. But out of 
reverence for God I did not act like that. 16 Instead, I devoted 

myself to the work on this wall. All my men were assembled there 
for the work; we did not acquire any land. 



Nehemiah 5:1-19

17 Furthermore, a hundred and fifty Jews and officials ate at my 
table, as well as those who came to us from the surrounding 

nations. 18 Each day one ox, six choice sheep and some poultry 
were prepared for me, and every ten days an abundant supply of 
wine of all kinds. In spite of all this, I never demanded the food 
allotted to the governor, because the demands were heavy on 

these people. 
19 Remember me with favor, my God, for all I have done for these 

people. 



The Prayer of Nehemiah



Nehemiah 5:19

19 Remember me with favor, my God, for all I have done for these 
people. 



Why does Hope Lowertown Exist?



Why does Hope Lowertown Exist?

To honor God by helping as many people as 
possible become fully devoted followers of Jesus 

Christ. 
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Why do we do what we do?

For God’s glory, by God’s grace, through the 
truth of the Word of God, depending on God 
through the Holy Spirit, because all people 
matter to God, therefore; we hope to make 

disciples, and ultimately spread the Kingdom of 
God. 



What is he praying for?



Nehemiah 5:19

19 Remember me with favor, my God, for all I have done for these 
people. 



“Here we have another prayer of Nehemiah. What he did was not 
out of charity; he did it to receive the favor of God. The Jews were 
God’s own people, the carriers of his revelation. To promote their 
welfare was to promote the cause of God. Nothing must be done 
to thwart the plan of God for his people. Nehemiah’s action was 
thus motivated religiously and was not done for purely 
humanitarian reasons.

~ Fensham, F. C. (1982). The Books of Ezra and Nehemiah (p. 199). Grand Rapids, MI: Wm. 
B. Eerdmans Publishing Co.

https://ref.ly/logosres/nicot15ezr?ref=BibleBHS.Ne5.19&off=3&ctx=e+of+his+people.%0A19+~Here+we+have+another


For God’s Glory!



Hebrews 12:1-3

Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of 
witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that 

so easily entangles. And let us run with perseverance the race 
marked out for us, 2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and 

perfecter of faith. For the joy set before him he endured the cross, 
scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne 

of God. 3 Consider him who endured such opposition from 
sinners, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart. 



John 17:1-5

After Jesus said this, he looked toward heaven and prayed: 
“Father, the hour has come. Glorify your Son, that your Son may 
glorify you. 2 For you granted him authority over all people that 
he might give eternal life to all those you have given him. 3 Now 

this is eternal life: that they know you, the only true God, and 
Jesus Christ, whom you have sent. 4 I have brought you glory on 

earth by finishing the work you gave me to do. 5 And now, Father, 
glorify me in your presence with the glory I had with you before 

the world began.
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Gospel Application
Are you on board with the great commission?

How can we journey together in 2020?


