
MESSAGE NOTES 
September 6th, 2020 

Hope Community Church – Downtown Location 
 

Today’s Message: 
There are false teachers.  Don’t follow them.  Don’t be one. 

2 Peter 2:10-22 
 

This week’s Passage: 
2 Peter 2:10-22 
10This is especially true of those who follow the corrupt desire of the flesh and despise 
authority. Bold and arrogant, they are not afraid to heap abuse on celestial beings; 11yet even 
angels, although they are stronger and more powerful, do not heap abuse on such beings when 
bringing judgment on them from the Lord. 12But these people blaspheme in matters they do 
not understand. They are like unreasoning animals, creatures of instinct, born only to be caught 
and destroyed, and like animals they too will perish. 
 
13They will be paid back with harm for the harm they have done. Their idea of pleasure is to 
carouse in broad daylight. They are blots and blemishes, reveling in their pleasures while they 
feast with you. 14With eyes full of adultery, they never stop sinning; they seduce the unstable; 
they are experts in greed—an accursed brood! 15They have left the straight way and wandered 
off to follow the way of Balaam son of Bezer, who loved the wages of wickedness. 16But he was 
rebuked for his wrongdoing by a donkey—an animal without speech—who spoke with a human 
voice and restrained the prophet’s madness. 
 
17These people are springs without water and mists driven by a storm. Blackest darkness is 
reserved for them. 18For they mouth empty, boastful words and, by appealing to the lustful 
desires of the flesh, they entice people who are just escaping from those who live in error. 
19They promise them freedom, while they themselves are slaves of depravity—for “people are 
slaves to whatever has mastered them.” 20If they have escaped the corruption of the world by 
knowing our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and are again entangled in it and are overcome, they 
are worse off at the end than they were at the beginning. 21It would have been better for them 
not to have known the way of righteousness, than to have known it and then to turn their backs 
on the sacred command that was passed on to them. 22Of them the proverbs are true: “A dog 
returns to its vomit,” h and, “A sow that is washed returns to her wallowing in the mud.” 
 
 
  



Message Outline: 
Introduction – “Bad Teaching, Boring Teaching and False Teaching” 
 
The Characteristics of the False Teachers: 
Arrogantly Flamboyant - (2:10-12) 
Continual Frat Party – (2:13-14) 
Greedy – (2:14-15) 
Completely without integrity – (2:17) 
Forgot Jesus and Returned to life of sin – (2:21-22) 
 
 
The Message of the False Teachers: 
Deny Jesus – (2:1) 
Wildly “Spiritual Sounding” – (2:10-12) 
Distort the Gospel – (2:18-19) 
 
 
The Consequence to False Teachers: 
Caught and destroyed – (2:12) 
Paid Back for the harm they have done (2:13) 
Significant Eternal Judgement (2:17) 
 
 
Three B.Q.s 

1. How can I recognize a false teacher 
Jude 3-4, 11 
 
a. The message is not the gospel 

 
b. Jesus is not Sovereign Lord 

 
c. Their lives do not match their message even remotely 

 
 

2. Wait a minute! Did these false teachers come out of the church? 
2 Peter 2:1, 20-21 
 
Matthew 7:15-20 
 
 

3. What is apostasy? 
Mark 4:1-20 
 
1 John 5:11-13 

 
 
Gospel Application – “Live with confidence and yet, fear the weeds!” 



Other Scripture Used: 
2 Peter 2:1-9 
1But there were also false prophets among the people, just as there will be false teachers 
among you. They will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying the sovereign Lord 
who bought them—bringing swift destruction on themselves. 2Many will follow their depraved 
conduct and will bring the way of truth into disrepute. 3In their greed these teachers will exploit 
you with fabricated stories. Their condemnation has long been hanging over them, and their 
destruction has not been sleeping. 4For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but sent 
them to hell, putting them in chains of darkness to be held for judgment; 5if he did not spare 
the ancient world when he brought the flood on its ungodly people, but protected Noah, a 
preacher of righteousness, and seven others; 6if he condemned the cities of Sodom and 
Gomorrah by burning them to ashes, and made them an example of what is going to happen to 
the ungodly; 7and if he rescued Lot, a righteous man, who was distressed by the depraved 
conduct of the lawless 8(for that righteous man, living among them day after day, was 
tormented in his righteous soul by the lawless deeds he saw and heard)—9if this is so, then the 
Lord knows how to rescue the godly from trials and to hold the unrighteous for punishment on 
the day of judgment. 
 
Jude 3-4, 11 
3Dear friends, although I was very eager to write to you about the salvation we share, I felt 
compelled to write and urge you to contend for the faith that was once for all entrusted to 
God’s holy people. 4For certain individuals whose condemnation was written about long ago 
have secretly slipped in among you. They are ungodly people, who pervert the grace of our God 
into a license for immorality and deny Jesus Christ our only Sovereign and Lord…11Woe to 
them! They have taken the way of Cain; they have rushed for profit into Balaam’s error; they 
have been destroyed in Korah’s rebellion. 
 
Matthew 7:15-20 
15“Watch out for false prophets. They come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are 
ferocious wolves. 16By their fruit you will recognize them. Do people pick grapes from 
thornbushes, or figs from thistles? 17Likewise, every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree 
bears bad fruit. 18A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, and a bad tree cannot bear good fruit. 
19Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 20Thus, by their 
fruit you will recognize them. 
 
Mark 4:1-20 
1Again Jesus began to teach by the lake. The crowd that gathered around him was so large that 
he got into a boat and sat in it out on the lake, while all the people were along the shore at the 
water’s edge. 2He taught them many things by parables, and in his teaching said: 
3“Listen! A farmer went out to sow his seed. 4As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the 
path, and the birds came and ate it up. 5Some fell on rocky places, where it did not have much 
soil. It sprang up quickly, because the soil was shallow. 6But when the sun came up, the plants 
were scorched, and they withered because they had no root. 7Other seed fell among thorns, 
which grew up and choked the plants, so that they did not bear grain. 8Still other seed fell on 
good soil. It came up, grew and produced a crop, some multiplying thirty, some sixty, some a 
hundred times.” 
9Then Jesus said, “Whoever has ears to hear, let them hear.” 



10When he was alone, the Twelve and the others around him asked him about the parables. 
11He told them, “The secret of the kingdom of God has been given to you. But to those on the 
outside everything is said in parables 12so that,  
“ ‘they may be ever seeing but never perceiving,  
and ever hearing but never understanding;  
otherwise they might turn and be forgiven!’”  
13Then Jesus said to them, “Don’t you understand this parable? How then will you understand 
any parable?” 
14The farmer sows the word. 15Some people are like seed along the path, where the word is 
sown. As soon as they hear it, Satan comes and takes away the word that was sown in them. 
16Others, like seed sown on rocky places, hear the word and at once receive it with joy. 17But 
since they have no root, they last only a short time. When trouble or persecution comes 
because of the word, they quickly fall away. 18Still others, like seed sown among thorns, hear 
the word; 19but the worries of this life, the deceitfulness of wealth and the desires for other 
things come in and choke the word, making it unfruitful. 20Others, like seed sown on good soil, 
hear the word, accept it, and produce a crop—some thirty, some sixty, some a hundred times 
what was sown.” 
 
1 John 5:11-13 
11And this is the testimony: God has given us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 12Whoever 
has the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life. 13I write these 
things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know that you have 
eternal life. 
 
Philippians 1:3-6 
3I thank my God every time I remember you. 4In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with 
joy 5because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now, 6being confident of 
this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ 
Jesus. 















2 Peter 2:1-9
1But there were also false prophets among the people, just as there 

will be false teachers among you. They will secretly introduce 
destructive heresies, even denying the sovereign Lord who 

bought them—bringing swift destruction on themselves. 2Many 
will follow their depraved conduct and will bring the way of truth 
into disrepute. 3In their greed these teachers will exploit you with 

fabricated stories. Their condemnation has long been hanging 
over them, and their destruction has not been sleeping.



2 Peter 2:1-9
4For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but sent them to hell, 

putting them in chains of darkness to be held for judgment; 5if he did 
not spare the ancient world when he brought the flood on its ungodly 

people, but protected Noah, a preacher of righteousness, and seven 
others; 6if he condemned the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah by burning 
them to ashes, and made them an example of what is going to happen to 

the ungodly; 7and if he rescued Lot, a righteous man, who was 
distressed by the depraved conduct of the lawless 8(for that righteous 

man, living among them day after day, was tormented in his righteous 
soul by the lawless deeds he saw and heard)—9if this is so, then the 

Lord knows how to rescue the godly from trials and to hold the 
unrighteous for punishment on the day of judgment.



2 Peter 2:10-22
10This is especially true of those who follow the corrupt desire of 
the flesh and despise authority. Bold and arrogant, they are not 

afraid to heap abuse on celestial beings; 11yet even angels, 
although they are stronger and more powerful, do not heap abuse 
on such beings when bringing judgment on them from the Lord. 
12But these people blaspheme in matters they do not understand. 

They are like unreasoning animals, creatures of instinct, born only 
to be caught and destroyed, and like animals they too will perish.



2 Peter 2:10-22
13They will be paid back with harm for the harm they have done. 
Their idea of pleasure is to carouse in broad daylight. They are 
blots and blemishes, reveling in their pleasures while they feast 
with you. 14With eyes full of adultery, they never stop sinning; 

they seduce the unstable;



2 Peter 2:10-22
they are experts in greed—an accursed brood! 15They have left the 
straight way and wandered off to follow the way of Balaam son of 
Bezer, who loved the wages of wickedness. 16But he was rebuked 

for his wrongdoing by a donkey—an animal without speech—
who spoke with a human voice and restrained the prophet’s 

madness.



2 Peter 2:10-22
17These people are springs without water and mists driven by a 
storm. Blackest darkness is reserved for them. 18For they mouth 
empty, boastful words and, by appealing to the lustful desires of 

the flesh, they entice people who are just escaping from those who 
live in error. 19They promise them freedom, while they themselves 

are slaves of depravity—for “people are slaves to
whatever has mastered them.”



2 Peter 2:10-22
20If they have escaped the corruption of the world by knowing our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and are again entangled in it and are 

overcome, they are worse off at the end than they were at the 
beginning. 21It would have been better for them not to have 

known the way of righteousness, than to have known it and then 
to turn their backs on the sacred command that was passed on to 

them. 22Of them the proverbs are true: “A dog returns to its 
vomit,” and, “A sow that is washed returns to her

wallowing in the mud.”



This week’s message:

There are false teachers.
Don’t follow them.

Don’t be one.
2 Peter 2:10-22
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+ 3 B.Q.s!!



Characteristics of these false teachers
1. ARROGANTLY FLAMBOYANT

2 Peter 2:10-12
10This is especially true of those who follow the corrupt desire of 
the flesh and despise authority. Bold and arrogant, they are not 

afraid to heap abuse on celestial beings; 11yet even angels, 
although they are stronger and more powerful, do not heap abuse 
on such beings when bringing judgment on them from the Lord. 
12But these people blaspheme in matters they do not understand. 

They are like unreasoning animals, creatures of instinct, born only 
to be caught and destroyed, and like animals they too will perish.



Characteristics of these false teachers
2.  CONTINUAL FRAT PARTY

2 Peter 2:13-14
13They will be paid back with harm for the harm they have done. 
Their idea of pleasure is to carouse in broad daylight. They are 
blots and blemishes, reveling in their pleasures while they feast 
with you. 14With eyes full of adultery, they never stop sinning; 

they seduce the unstable;



Characteristics of these false teachers
3.  GREEDY

2 Peter 2:14-15
they are experts in greed—an accursed brood! 15They have left the 
straight way and wandered off to follow the way of Balaam son of 
Bezer, who loved the wages of wickedness. 16But he was rebuked 

for his wrongdoing by a donkey—an animal without speech—
who spoke with a human voice and restrained

the prophet’s madness.



Characteristics of these false teachers
4.  COMPLETELY WITHOUT INTEGRITY

2 Peter 2:17
17These people are springs without water and mists driven by a 
storm. Blackest darkness is reserved for them. 18For they mouth 
empty, boastful words and, by appealing to the lustful desires of 

the flesh, they entice people who are just escaping from those who 
live in error. 19They promise them freedom, while they themselves 

are slaves of depravity—for “people are slaves to
whatever has mastered them.”



Characteristics of these false teachers
5.  FORGOT JESUS and RETURNED TO A LIFE OF SIN

2 Peter 2:21-22
20If they have escaped the corruption of the world by knowing our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and are again entangled in it and are 

overcome, they are worse off at the end than they were at the 
beginning. 21It would have been better for them not to have 

known the way of righteousness, than to have known it and then 
to turn their backs on the sacred command that was passed on to 

them. 22Of them the proverbs are true: “A dog returns to its 
vomit,” and, “A sow that is washed returns to her

wallowing in the mud.”



The Message of the false teachers
1.  DENY JESUS

2 Peter 2:1
1But there were also false prophets among the people, just as there 

will be false teachers among you. They will secretly introduce 
destructive heresies, even denying the sovereign Lord who 

bought them—bringing swift destruction on themselves.



The Message of the false teachers
2.  WILDLY ”SPIRITUAL SOUNDING”

2 Peter 2:10-12
10This is especially true of those who follow the corrupt desire of 
the flesh and despise authority. Bold and arrogant, they are not 

afraid to heap abuse on celestial beings; 11yet even angels, 
although they are stronger and more powerful, do not heap abuse 
on such beings when bringing judgment on them from the Lord. 
12But these people blaspheme in matters they do not understand. 

They are like unreasoning animals, creatures of instinct, born only 
to be caught and destroyed, and like animals they too will perish.



The Message of the false teachers
3.  DISTORT THE GOSPEL

2 Peter 2:18-19
17These people are springs without water and mists driven by a 
storm. Blackest darkness is reserved for them. 18For they mouth 
empty, boastful words and, by appealing to the lustful desires of 

the flesh, they entice people who are just escaping from those who 
live in error. 19They promise them freedom, while they themselves 

are slaves of depravity—for “people are slaves to
whatever has mastered them.”



The Consequence to false teachers
1.  WILL BE CAUGHT AND DESTROYED

2 Peter 2:12
10This is especially true of those who follow the corrupt desire of 
the flesh and despise authority. Bold and arrogant, they are not 

afraid to heap abuse on celestial beings; 11yet even angels, 
although they are stronger and more powerful, do not heap abuse 
on such beings when bringing judgment on them from the Lord. 
12But these people blaspheme in matters they do not understand. 

They are like unreasoning animals, creatures of instinct, born only 
to be caught and destroyed, and like animals they too will perish.



The Consequence to false teachers
2.  PAID BACK FOR THE HARM THEY HAVE DONE

2 Peter 2:13
13They will be paid back with harm for the harm they have done. 
Their idea of pleasure is to carouse in broad daylight. They are 
blots and blemishes, reveling in their pleasures while they feast 
with you. 14With eyes full of adultery, they never stop sinning; 

they seduce the unstable;



The Consequence to false teachers
3.  SIGNIFICANT ETERNAL JUDGMENT

2 Peter 2:17
17These people are springs without water and mists driven by a 
storm. Blackest darkness is reserved for them. 18For they mouth 
empty, boastful words and, by appealing to the lustful desires of 

the flesh, they entice people who are just escaping from those who 
live in error. 19They promise them freedom, while they themselves 

are slaves of depravity—for “people are slaves to
whatever has mastered them.”





THREE WAYS TO KNOW A FALSE TEACHER
1. 

Jude 3-4, 11
3Dear friends, although I was very eager to write to you about the 

salvation we share, I felt compelled to write and urge you to 
contend for the faith that was once for all entrusted to God’s holy 
people. 4For certain individuals whose condemnation was written 

about long ago have secretly slipped in among you. They are 
ungodly people, who pervert the grace of our God into a license 

for immorality and deny Jesus Christ our only Sovereign and 
Lord…11Woe to them! They have taken the way of Cain; they 

have rushed for profit into Balaam’s error; they have been 
destroyed in Korah’s rebellion.
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salvation we share, I felt compelled to write and urge you to 
contend for the faith that was once for all entrusted to God’s holy 
people. 4For certain individuals whose condemnation was written 

about long ago have secretly slipped in among you. They are 
ungodly people, who pervert the grace of our God into a license 

for immorality and deny Jesus Christ our only Sovereign and 
Lord…11Woe to them! They have taken the way of Cain; they 

have rushed for profit into Balaam’s error; they have been 
destroyed in Korah’s rebellion.



THREE WAYS TO KNOW A FALSE TEACHER
1. The message is not the gospel

Jude 3-4, 11
3Dear friends, although I was very eager to write to you about the 

salvation we share, I felt compelled to write and urge you to 
contend for the faith that was once for all entrusted to God’s holy 
people. 4For certain individuals whose condemnation was written 

about long ago have secretly slipped in among you. They are 
ungodly people, who pervert the grace of our God into a license 

for immorality and deny Jesus Christ our only Sovereign and 
Lord…11Woe to them! They have taken the way of Cain; they 

have rushed for profit into Balaam’s error; they have been 
destroyed in Korah’s rebellion.



THREE WAYS TO KNOW A FALSE TEACHER
2. Jesus is not Sovereign Lord

Jude 3-4, 11
3Dear friends, although I was very eager to write to you about the 

salvation we share, I felt compelled to write and urge you to 
contend for the faith that was once for all entrusted to God’s holy 
people. 4For certain individuals whose condemnation was written 

about long ago have secretly slipped in among you. They are 
ungodly people, who pervert the grace of our God into a license 

for immorality and deny Jesus Christ our only Sovereign and 
Lord…11Woe to them! They have taken the way of Cain; they 

have rushed for profit into Balaam’s error; they have been 
destroyed in Korah’s rebellion.



THREE WAYS TO KNOW A FALSE TEACHER
3. Lives do not match their message even remotely

Jude 3-4, 11
3Dear friends, although I was very eager to write to you about the 

salvation we share, I felt compelled to write and urge you to 
contend for the faith that was once for all entrusted to God’s holy 
people. 4For certain individuals whose condemnation was written 

about long ago have secretly slipped in among you. They are 
ungodly people, who pervert the grace of our God into a license 

for immorality and deny Jesus Christ our only Sovereign and 
Lord…11Woe to them! They have taken the way of Cain; they 

have rushed for profit into Balaam’s error; they have been 
destroyed in Korah’s rebellion.



“Furthermore, the false teachers deny Christ as their 
Master by seeking to diminish His nature and 
attributes. They deny His humanity or deity (or both). 
They deny that He is the promised Messiah. They deny 
His promised return to punish His enemies and to 
reward the righteous. They deny His death and 
physical resurrection. They deny the sacrificial 
atonement which He accomplished at Calvary…



“You see, there are many Jesus’ proclaimed today. There 
is Jesus the liberator and Jesus the revolutionary. There 
is Jesus the teacher and Jesus the example. There is 
Jesus the healer and Jesus the burden-bearer. [People 
who want to justify their sin] point to “an 
unconditionally accepting Jesus,” seeking to show that 
Jesus is on their side. Even the demons are willing to 
accept certain aspects of our Lord’s identity, but not His 
authority.



“We want to have “Jesus the way we like to think of Him.” 
We would rather conform Jesus to our views and values 
than have Him transform ours. In his early days as a 
disciple, Peter believed in Messiah, but he wanted 
nothing to do with a suffering Savior. The Jewish 
religious leaders, along with the nation Israel, also looked 
for the coming “Messiah.” But it was not the Messiah the 
prophets described. So they rejected the true Jesus, 
because He was not their kind of Messiah. He was the 
wrong Jesus, and they liked their kind of Messiah better.

~  Bob Deffinbaugh, online Commentary on 2 Peter available at https://bible.org/seriespage/6-false-teachers-2-peter-21-3.



Were these false teachers 
once in the church?



2 Peter 2:1, 20-21
1But there were also false prophets among the people, just as there 

will be false teachers among you. They will secretly introduce 
destructive heresies, even denying the sovereign Lord who 

bought them—bringing swift destruction on themselves… 20If 
they have escaped the corruption of the world by knowing our 

Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and are again entangled in it and are 
overcome, they are worse off at the end than they were at the 
beginning. 21It would have been better for them not to have 

known the way of righteousness, than to have known it and then 
to turn their backs on the sacred command that

was passed on to them.



Matthew 7:15-20
15“Watch out for false prophets. They come to you in sheep’s 

clothing, but inwardly they are ferocious wolves. 16By their fruit 
you will recognize them. Do people pick grapes from 

thornbushes, or figs from thistles? 17Likewise, every good tree 
bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit. 18A good tree 
cannot bear bad fruit, and a bad tree cannot bear good fruit. 

19Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown 
into the fire. 20Thus, by their fruit you will recognize them.



Logo of The Campaign for 
Collective Apostasy in Spain,
calling for defection from the 

Catholic Church



Mark 4:1-20
1Again Jesus began to teach by the lake. The crowd that gathered 
around him was so large that he got into a boat and sat in it out 

on the lake, while all the people were along the shore at the 
water’s edge. 2He taught them many things by parables, and in 

his teaching said:



Mark 4:1-20
3“Listen! A farmer went out to sow his seed. 4As he was scattering 

the seed, some fell along the path, and the birds came and ate it 
up. 5Some fell on rocky places, where it did not have much soil. It 
sprang up quickly, because the soil was shallow. 6But when the 

sun came up, the plants were scorched, and they withered 
because they had no root. 7Other seed fell among thorns, which 
grew up and choked the plants, so that they did not bear grain. 

8Still other seed fell on good soil. It came up, grew and produced a 
crop, some multiplying thirty, some sixty, some a hundred times.” 

9Then Jesus said, “Whoever has ears to hear, let them hear.”



Mark 4:1-20
10When he was alone, the Twelve and the others around him 

asked him about the parables. 11He told them, “The secret of the 
kingdom of God has been given to you. But to those on the 

outside everything is said in parables 12so that, 
“ ‘they may be ever seeing but never perceiving, 

and ever hearing but never understanding; 
otherwise they might turn and be forgiven!’” 

13Then Jesus said to them, “Don’t you understand this parable? 
How then will you understand any parable?”



Mark 4:1-20
14The farmer sows the word. 15Some people are like seed along the 

path, where the word is sown. As soon as they hear it, Satan 
comes and takes away the word that was sown in them. 16Others, 
like seed sown on rocky places, hear the word and at once receive 

it with joy. 17But since they have no root, they last only a short 
time. When trouble or persecution comes because of the word, 

they quickly fall away. 18Still others, like seed sown among thorns, 
hear the word; 19but the worries of this life, the deceitfulness of 
wealth and the desires for other things come in and choke the 

word, making it unfruitful. 20Others, like seed sown on good soil, 
hear the word, accept it, and produce a crop—some thirty, some 

sixty, some a hundred times what was sown.”



Apostasy Definition:
Turning against God, as evidenced by abandonment and 

repudiation of former beliefs. The term generally refers to a 
deliberate renouncing of the faith by a once sincere believer 

rather than a state of ignorance or mistaken knowledge. 
Apostasy is distinguished from heresy (denial of a part of the 

faith), and from transfer of allegiance from one religious body to 
another within the same faith. Also, it is possible to deny the 
faith, as Peter once did, and then at a later time reaffirm it.

~ James D. Price and Luder G. Whitlock Jr., “Apostasy,” Baker Encyclopedia of the Bible
(Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Book House, 1988), 130.



1 John 5:11-13
11And this is the testimony: God has given us eternal life, and this 

life is in his Son. 12Whoever has the Son has life;
whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life.

13I write these things to you who believe in the
name of the Son of God so that you may

know that you have eternal life.



Philippians 1:3-6
3I thank my God every time I remember you. 4In all my prayers 

for all of you, I always pray with joy 5because of your partnership 
in the gospel from the first day until now, 6being confident of this, 

that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to 
completion until the day of Christ Jesus.



“The “rigorism” expressed in these texts became an important 
and debated point in the first centuries of the church. Many early 
Christian teachers went to the extreme of arguing that any sin 
committed after baptism could not receive forgiveness. It was for 
this reason that some early Christians, such as the Emperor 
Constantine, waited to be baptized until they were on their 
deathbeds. Other early theologians insisted that it was only 
certain sins that could not be forgiven after baptism…



“Sensitive believers and even unbelievers are often disturbed by 
this denial of the possibility of forgiveness. I recently received a 
telephone call from a man who was in great distress because he 
thought he had committed the “unpardonable sin.” Some years 
ago, he had been exposed to the gospel. He had begun to sense 
the Lord’s reality and goodness, but he decided to reject the 
message. He now found himself unable to believe and feared 
that God would never accept him. I responded with Calvin’s 
wise comfort: The very fact that someone is worried about 
having committed the unpardonable sin shows that he or she has 
not. Such concern and desire to believe suggests that the Holy 
Spirit, far from abandoning this person, is still at work in his or 
her life…



“To be sure, I am inclined to think that eternal damnation is not a 
real threat for the Christian. But the danger is that such a 
theological position will lead to smug satisfaction, a presumption 
on God’s grace. Belief in eternal security must not lead to 
unconcern about holiness of life. We may believe that God 
promises to preserve his saints to the end, but we must also 
recognize that it is in that very perseverance that the saints are 
recognized (see Heb. 3:6, 14).

~ Douglas J. Moo, 2 Peter, Jude, The NIV Application Commentary
(Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Publishing House, 1996), 156–157.

https://ref.ly/logosres/nivac82pe2?ref=Bible.2Pe2.17-22&off=41740&ctx=cf.+also+10:26%E2%80%9331).%0a~The+%E2%80%9Crigorism%E2%80%9D+expre


Gospel Application

“Live with confidence and yet, fear the weeds”
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