MESSAGE NOTES
Sermon series:
Hope Community in 2020
Previously:
The Church as Mission
The Church as Home
The Church as Truth
Today: The Church as Grace
What is grace?
Three words which communicate
grace
4. Hanan – Numbers 6:22-26
5. Hesed – Exodus 34:5-7
6. Charis – Ephesians 2:1-5
Grace is more like…
Therefore, the first response to grace
is…
How do we live in grace?
Titus 2:11-14, Romans 6:14
Hebrews 13:9 – It is good for our
hearts to be strengthened in grace.
The example of muscle strength
How grace strengthens the heart
The Church as Grace
Each service we end with response
• Remember Jesus in his death
through communion
• Respond with giving (boxes in the
back or hopecc.com/give )
• Be prayed for by a member of the
prayer team or pray on your own
• Worship God with singing

SCRIPTURE PASSAGE
Numbers 6:22–26 22 The Lord said to
Moses, 23 “Tell Aaron and his sons, ‘This is
how you are to bless the Israelites. Say to
them: 24 “ ‘ “The Lord bless you and keep
you; 25 the Lord make his face shine on
you and be gracious to you; 26 the Lord
turn his face toward you and give you
peace.” ’
Exodus 34:5–7 5 Then the Lord came
down in the cloud and stood there with
him and proclaimed his name, the Lord. 6
And he passed in front of Moses,
proclaiming, “The Lord, the Lord, the
compassionate and gracious God, slow to
anger, abounding in love and faithfulness,
7 maintaining love to thousands, and
forgiving wickedness, rebellion and sin.”
Ephesians 2:1–5 1 As for you, you were
dead in your transgressions and sins, 2 in
which you used to live when you followed
the ways of this world and of the ruler of
the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is
now at work in those who are disobedient.
3 All of us also lived among them at one
time, gratifying the cravings of our flesh
and following its desires and thoughts.
Like the rest, we were by nature deserving
of wrath. 4 But because of his great love
for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 5 made
us alive with Christ even when we were
dead in transgressions—it is by grace you
have been saved.
Titus 2:11–14 11 For the grace of God has
appeared that offers salvation to all
people. 12 It teaches us to say “No” to
ungodliness and worldly passions, and to
live self-controlled, upright and godly
lives in this present age, 13 while we wait
for the blessed hope—the appearing of
the glory of our great God and Savior,
Jesus Christ, 14 who gave himself for us to
redeem us from all wickedness and to
purify for himself a people that are his
very own, eager to do what is good.
Romans 6:14 For sin shall no longer be
your master, because you are not under
the law, but under grace.
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What is grace?

What is grace?
Hanan (‘to be gracious’ or ‘to show favour’), which appears some 200 times in
the OT, connotes favor, usually by a superior to an inferior, including but not
limited to care for the poor, deliverance of those in distress, and other acts of
compassion. Such beneficence is given freely, and thus can be requested,
received and even withdrawn, but never claimed, coerced or possessed.
Hesed (‘loving -kindness’ or ‘goodness’), which appears some 245 times in the
OT, refers to compassionate acts performed either spontaneously or in
response to an appeal by one in dire straits. Acts of ḥeseḏ are not grounded in
perceived obligation or contract, nor can they be coerced; rather they arise out
of affection and goodness.
In Greek, charis (‘grace’) connotes favour and friendship, as well as
beneficence; gifts of benefactors are acts of charis in the latter sense.

What is grace?
Freely Given Favor
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What is grace?
Action from Affection
Exodus 34:5–7
5 Then the Lord came down in the cloud and stood there with him and
proclaimed his name, the Lord. 6 And he passed in front of Moses,
proclaiming, “The Lord, the Lord, the compassionate and gracious God,
slow to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness, 7 maintaining love to
thousands, and forgiving wickedness, rebellion and sin.”
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What is grace?
Salvation from Sin, Wrath, & Death

Ephesians 2:1–5
1 As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, 2 in which you
used to live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of
the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are
disobedient. 3 All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the
cravings of our flesh and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest,
we were by nature deserving of wrath. 4 But because of his great love for us,
God, who is rich in mercy, 5 made us alive with Christ even when we were
dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved.

What is grace?
The vocabulary of ‘grace’ thus connotes spontaneous kindness and acts of
generosity grounded in dispositions of compassion toward those in need…
Here there is the fundamental affirmation that the whole of salvation rests on
God’s initiative, that the single source of salvation is God, and that God’s
salvific purpose comes to expression in the one event of grace, the redemptive
act of Jesus Christ.

Green, J. B. (2000). Grace. In T. D. Alexander & B. S.
Rosner (Eds.), New dictionary of biblical theology (electronic
ed., pp. 524, 526). Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press.
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How do we live in grace?
Titus 2:11–14
11 For the grace of God has appeared that offers salvation to all people. 12 It
teaches us to say “No” to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live
self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this present age, 13 while we wait
for the blessed hope—the appearing of the glory of our great God and
Savior, Jesus Christ, 14 who gave himself for us to redeem us from all
wickedness and to purify for himself a people that are his very own, eager
to do what is good.
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How do we live in grace?
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9 It is good for our hearts to be strengthened by grace.
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The Church as Grace

Possible responses to the LORD
Remember and celebrate Jesus in his death through communion
Respond with giving (hopecc.com/give or boxes in the back)
Take time for individual prayer or
be prayed for by a member of the prayer team
Worship the LORD through song

