
          

Fall Sermon series: 
The Cry of the Soul of Nehemiah

Today’s message:
God had given them great joy

This week: 12:27-43

The dedication of the wall 
Nehemiah 12:27-30

Choirs ascend the walls
Nehemiah 12:31-42

“Rejoicing because God had given 
them great joy”
Nehemiah 12:43

Why had God given them great joy?
1. Though they sinned, yet God 

forgave them.
2. Though they were  exiled,  yet 

God returned them.
3. Though they were faithless, yet 

God was faithful.

Picture the scene

Understanding Nehemiah in light 
of the Gospel Storyline

The locus of worship is not Jerusa-
lem.

The locus of worship is not a physical 
temple.

The locus of worship is Jesus the 
Christ.

Gospel Responses

Message Notes Scripture Passages
(taken from the New International Version) Message Notes Scripture Passages

(taken from the New International Version)

Nehemiah 12:27–47
27 At the dedication of the wall of Jerusalem, 

the Levites were sought out from where 
they lived and were brought to Jerusalem to 
celebrate joyfully the dedication with songs 

of thanksgiving and with the music of cymbals, 
harps and lyres. 28 The musicians also were 

brought together from the region around Jerusa-
lem—from the villages of the Netophathites, 29 

from Beth Gilgal, and from the area of Geba 
and Azmaveth, for the musicians had built 
villages for themselves around Jerusalem. 
30 When the priests and Levites had puri-
fied themselves ceremonially, they purified 

the people, the gates and the wall. 31 I had 
the leaders of Judah go up on top of the wall. 

I also assigned two large choirs to give thanks. 
One was to proceed on top of the wall to the right, 
toward the Dung Gate. 32 Hoshaiah and half the 
leaders of Judah followed them, 33 along with 

Azariah, Ezra, Meshullam, 34 Judah, Benjamin, 
Shemaiah, Jeremiah, 35 as well as some priests 
with trumpets, and also Zechariah son of Jon-
athan, the son of Shemaiah, the son of Mat-
taniah, the son of Micaiah, the son of Zakkur, 
the son of Asaph, 36 and his associates—Sh-

emaiah, Azarel, Milalai, Gilalai, Maai, Nethanel, 
Judah and Hanani—with musical instruments 
prescribed by David the man of God. Ezra the 

teacher of the Law led the procession. 37 At the 
Fountain Gate they continued directly up the 
steps of the City of David on the ascent to the 
wall and passed above the site of David’s 
palace to the Water Gate on the east. 38 The 

second choir proceeded in the opposite direc-
tion. I followed them on top of the wall, together 

with half the people—past the Tower of the Ovens 
to the Broad Wall, 39 over the Gate of Ephraim, 

the Jeshanah Gate, the Fish Gate, the Tower of 
Hananel and the Tower of the Hundred, as far 
as the Sheep Gate. At the Gate of the Guard 
they stopped. 40 The two choirs that gave 
thanks then took their places in the house of 
God; so did I, together with half the officials, 
41 as well as the priests—Eliakim, Maaseiah, 
Miniamin, Micaiah, Elioenai, Zechariah and 

Hananiah with their trumpets—42 and also 
Maaseiah, Shemaiah, Eleazar, Uzzi, Jehohanan, 
Malkijah, Elam and Ezer. The choirs sang under 

the direction of Jezrahiah. 43 And on that day 
they offered great sacrifices, rejoicing because 
God had given them great joy. The women and 
children also rejoiced. The sound of rejoicing in 
Jerusalem could be heard far away. 
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God is with us. 
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Nehemiah 13:1-3 
1On that day the Book of Moses was read aloud in the hearing of the 
people and there it was found written that no Ammonite or Moabite 

should ever be admitted into the assembly of God, 2 because they had not 
met the Israelites with food and water but had hired Balaam to call a curse 

down on them. (Our God, however, turned the curse into a blessing.) 3 
When the people heard this law, they excluded from Israel all who were of 

foreign descent. 



Nehemiah 13:1-3 
4 Before this, Eliashib the priest had been put in charge of the storerooms of 
the house of our God. He was closely associated with Tobiah, 5 and he had 
provided him with a large room formerly used to store the grain offerings 
and incense and temple articles, and also the tithes of grain, new wine and 
olive oil prescribed for the Levites, musicians and gatekeepers, as well as 
the contributions for the priests. 6 But while all this was going on, I was 

not in Jerusalem, for in the thirty-second year of Artaxerxes king of 
Babylon I had returned to the king. Some time later I asked his permission 
7 and came back to Jerusalem. Here I learned about the evil thing Eliashib 
had done in providing Tobiah a room in the courts of the house of God. 8 I 
was greatly displeased and threw all Tobiah’s household goods out of the 
room. 9 I gave orders to purify the rooms, and then I put back into them 

the equipment of the house of God, with the grain offerings and the 
incense. 
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Nehemiah 13:10-1 
10 I also learned that the portions assigned to the Levites had not been 

given to them, and that all the Levites and musicians responsible for the 
service had gone back to their own fields. 11 So I rebuked the officials and 

asked them, “Why is the house of God neglected?” Then I called them 
together and stationed them at their posts. 

12 All Judah brought the tithes of grain, new wine and olive oil into the 
storerooms. 13 I put Shelemiah the priest, Zadok the scribe, and a Levite 

named Pedaiah in charge of the storerooms and made Hanan son of 
Zakkur, the son of Mattaniah, their assistant, because they were 

considered trustworthy. They were made responsible for distributing the 
supplies to their fellow Levites. 

14 Remember me for this, my God, and do not blot out what I have so 
faithfully done for the house of my God and its services. 
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Genesis 1:27 
So God created mankind in his own image, 

    in the image of God he created them; 
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Genesis 3:8-9 
8 Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the Lord God as he was 
walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the Lord 

God among the trees of the garden. 9 But the Lord God called to the man, 
“Where are you?” 

  



Genesis 1:27 
So God created mankind in his own image, 

    in the image of God he created them; 
 

Genesis 3:8-9 
8 Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the Lord God as he was 
walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the Lord 

God among the trees of the garden. 9 But the Lord God called to the man, 
“Where are you?” 

  
Genesis 3: 23-24 

23 So the Lord God banished him from the Garden of Eden to work the 
ground from which he had been taken. 24 After he drove the man out, he 

placed on the east side of the Garden of Eden cherubim and a flaming 
sword flashing back and forth to guard the way to the tree of life. 
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Matthew 1:22-23 

22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: 
23 “The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him 

Immanuel” (which means “God with us”). 
 



 
John 2:18–22  

18 The Jews then responded to him, “What sign can you show us to prove 
your authority to do all this?” 19 Jesus answered them, “Destroy this 

temple, and I will raise it again in three days.” 20 They replied, “It has 
taken forty-six years to build this temple, and you are going to raise it in 
three days?” 21 But the temple he had spoken of was his body. 22 After he 
was raised from the dead, his disciples recalled what he had said. Then 

they believed the scripture and the words that Jesus had spoken.  
 
 
 



 
Matthew 27:51-54 

51 At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to 
bottom. The earth shook, the rocks split 52 and the tombs broke open. The 

bodies of many holy people who had died were raised to life. 53 They came 
out of the tombs after Jesus’ resurrection and went into the holy city and 

appeared to many people. 
 

54 When the centurion and those with him who were guarding Jesus saw 
the earthquake and all that had happened, they were terrified, and 

exclaimed, “Surely he was the Son of God!” 
 
 





 
Romans 8:10-11 

10 But if Christ is in you, then even though your body is subject to death 
because of sin, the Spirit gives life because of righteousness. 11 And if the 

Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, he who 
raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies 

because of his Spirit who lives in you.” 
 
 



 
Revelation 21:1-4 

 1Then I saw “a new heaven and a new earth,” for the first heaven and the 
first earth had passed away, and there was no longer any sea. 2 I saw the 

Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 
prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. 3 And I heard a 
loud voice from the throne saying, “Look! God’s dwelling place is now 

among the people, and he will dwell with them. They will be his people, 
and God himself will be with them and be their God. 4 ‘He will wipe every 

tear from their eyes. There will be no more death’ or mourning or crying 
or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.” 



















If God is with us… 
 

Do you rely of Jesus for forgiveness of sin and a home? 
 

Do you know God is with you? 
How will that change tomorrow?  

 
How will you bring the presence of  
God to those around you this week? 
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