
          

Fall Sermon series: 
The Cry of the Soul of Nehemiah

Today’s message:
God had given them great joy

This week: 12:27-43

The dedication of the wall 
Nehemiah 12:27-30

Choirs ascend the walls
Nehemiah 12:31-42

“Rejoicing because God had given 
them great joy”
Nehemiah 12:43

Why had God given them great joy?
1. Though they sinned, yet God 

forgave them.
2. Though they were  exiled,  yet 

God returned them.
3. Though they were faithless, yet 

God was faithful.

Picture the scene

Understanding Nehemiah in light 
of the Gospel Storyline

The locus of worship is not Jerusa-
lem.

The locus of worship is not a physical 
temple.

The locus of worship is Jesus the 
Christ.

Gospel Responses

Message Notes Scripture Passages
(taken from the New International Version) Message Notes Scripture Passages

(taken from the New International Version)

Nehemiah 12:27–47
27 At the dedication of the wall of Jerusalem, 

the Levites were sought out from where 
they lived and were brought to Jerusalem to 
celebrate joyfully the dedication with songs 

of thanksgiving and with the music of cymbals, 
harps and lyres. 28 The musicians also were 

brought together from the region around Jerusa-
lem—from the villages of the Netophathites, 29 

from Beth Gilgal, and from the area of Geba 
and Azmaveth, for the musicians had built 
villages for themselves around Jerusalem. 
30 When the priests and Levites had puri-
fied themselves ceremonially, they purified 

the people, the gates and the wall. 31 I had 
the leaders of Judah go up on top of the wall. 

I also assigned two large choirs to give thanks. 
One was to proceed on top of the wall to the right, 
toward the Dung Gate. 32 Hoshaiah and half the 
leaders of Judah followed them, 33 along with 

Azariah, Ezra, Meshullam, 34 Judah, Benjamin, 
Shemaiah, Jeremiah, 35 as well as some priests 
with trumpets, and also Zechariah son of Jon-
athan, the son of Shemaiah, the son of Mat-
taniah, the son of Micaiah, the son of Zakkur, 
the son of Asaph, 36 and his associates—Sh-

emaiah, Azarel, Milalai, Gilalai, Maai, Nethanel, 
Judah and Hanani—with musical instruments 
prescribed by David the man of God. Ezra the 

teacher of the Law led the procession. 37 At the 
Fountain Gate they continued directly up the 
steps of the City of David on the ascent to the 
wall and passed above the site of David’s 
palace to the Water Gate on the east. 38 The 

second choir proceeded in the opposite direc-
tion. I followed them on top of the wall, together 

with half the people—past the Tower of the Ovens 
to the Broad Wall, 39 over the Gate of Ephraim, 

the Jeshanah Gate, the Fish Gate, the Tower of 
Hananel and the Tower of the Hundred, as far 
as the Sheep Gate. At the Gate of the Guard 
they stopped. 40 The two choirs that gave 
thanks then took their places in the house of 
God; so did I, together with half the officials, 
41 as well as the priests—Eliakim, Maaseiah, 
Miniamin, Micaiah, Elioenai, Zechariah and 

Hananiah with their trumpets—42 and also 
Maaseiah, Shemaiah, Eleazar, Uzzi, Jehohanan, 
Malkijah, Elam and Ezer. The choirs sang under 

the direction of Jezrahiah. 43 And on that day 
they offered great sacrifices, rejoicing because 
God had given them great joy. The women and 
children also rejoiced. The sound of rejoicing in 
Jerusalem could be heard far away. 
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Nehemiah 12:27–47
27 At the dedication of the wall of Jerusalem, 
the Levites were sought out from where 
they lived and were brought to Jerusalem to 
celebrate joyfully the dedication with songs of 

thanksgiving and with the music of cymbals, 
harps and lyres. 28 The musicians also were 
brought together from the region around Jerusa-

lem—from the villages of the Netophathites, 29 
from Beth Gilgal, and from the area of Geba 

and Azmaveth, for the musicians had built 
villages for themselves around Jerusalem. 
30 When the priests and Levites had puri-
fied themselves ceremonially, they purified 

the people, the gates and the wall. 31 I had 
the leaders of Judah go up on top of the wall. 

I also assigned two large choirs to give thanks. 
One was to proceed on top of the wall to the right, 
toward the Dung Gate. 32 Hoshaiah and half the 
leaders of Judah followed them, 33 along with 

Azariah, Ezra, Meshullam, 34 Judah, Benjamin, 
Shemaiah, Jeremiah, 35 as well as some priests 
with trumpets, and also Zechariah son of Jon-
athan, the son of Shemaiah, the son of Mat-
taniah, the son of Micaiah, the son of Zakkur, 
the son of Asaph, 36 and his associates—Sh-

emaiah, Azarel, Milalai, Gilalai, Maai, Nethanel, 
Judah and Hanani—with musical instruments 
prescribed by David the man of God. Ezra the 

teacher of the Law led the procession. 37 At the 
Fountain Gate they continued directly up the 
steps of the City of David on the ascent to the 
wall and passed above the site of David’s 
palace to the Water Gate on the east. 38 The 

second choir proceeded in the opposite direc-
tion. I followed them on top of the wall, together 

with half the people—past the Tower of the Ovens 
to the Broad Wall, 39 over the Gate of Ephraim, 

the Jeshanah Gate, the Fish Gate, the Tower of 
Hananel and the Tower of the Hundred, as far 
as the Sheep Gate. At the Gate of the Guard 
they stopped. 40 The two choirs that gave 
thanks then took their places in the house of 
God; so did I, together with half the officials, 
41 as well as the priests—Eliakim, Maaseiah, 

Miniamin, Micaiah, Elioenai, Zechariah and 
Hananiah with their trumpets—42 and also 

Maaseiah, Shemaiah, Eleazar, Uzzi, Jehohanan, 
Malkijah, Elam and Ezer. The choirs sang under 
the direction of Jezrahiah. 43 And on that day 
they offered great sacrifices, rejoicing because 
God had given them great joy. The women and 
children also rejoiced. The sound of rejoicing in 
Jerusalem could be heard far away. 
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Nehemiah 12:27–31a  
27 At the dedication of the wall of Jerusalem, the Levites were sought out 

from where they lived and were brought to Jerusalem to celebrate joyfully 
the dedication with songs of thanksgiving and with the music of cymbals, 

harps and lyres. 28 The musicians also were brought together from the 
region around Jerusalem—from the villages of the Netophathites, 29 from 

Beth Gilgal, and from the area of Geba and Azmaveth, for the musicians had 
built villages for themselves around Jerusalem. 30 When the priests and 

Levites had purified themselves ceremonially, they purified the people, the 
gates and the wall. 31 I had the leaders of Judah go up on top of the wall. I 

also assigned two large choirs to give thanks.  

A joy-filled musical celebration 



Nehemiah 12:31b-37 
One was to proceed on top of the wall to the right, toward the Dung Gate. 32 

Hoshaiah and half the leaders of Judah followed them, 33 along with 
Azariah, Ezra, Meshullam, 34 Judah, Benjamin, Shemaiah, Jeremiah, 35 as 

well as some priests with trumpets, and also Zechariah son of Jonathan, the 
son of Shemaiah, the son of Mattaniah, the son of Micaiah, the son of 

Zakkur, the son of Asaph, 36 and his associates—Shemaiah, Azarel, Milalai, 
Gilalai, Maai, Nethanel, Judah and Hanani—with musical instruments 

prescribed by David the man of God. Ezra the teacher of the Law led the 
procession. 37 At the Fountain Gate they continued directly up the steps of 

the City of David on the ascent to the wall and passed above the site of 
David’s palace to the Water Gate on the east.  

Description of Choir #1 



Nehemiah 12:38-39  
38 The second choir proceeded in the opposite direction. I followed them on 
top of the wall, together with half the people—past the Tower of the Ovens 
to the Broad Wall, 39 over the Gate of Ephraim, the Jeshanah Gate, the Fish 

Gate, the Tower of Hananel and the Tower of the Hundred, as far as the 
Sheep Gate. At the Gate of the Guard they stopped.  

Description of Choir #2 



Nehemiah 12:40-42  
40 The two choirs that gave thanks then took their places in the house of 
God; so did I, together with half the officials, 41 as well as the priests—

Eliakim, Maaseiah, Miniamin, Micaiah, Elioenai, Zechariah and Hananiah 
with their trumpets—42 and also Maaseiah, Shemaiah, Eleazar, Uzzi, 

Jehohanan, Malkijah, Elam and Ezer. The choirs sang under the direction of 
Jezrahiah.  

The two choirs come together 



Nehemiah 12:43  
43 And on that day they offered great sacrifices, rejoicing because God had 
given them great joy. The women and children also rejoiced. The sound of 

rejoicing in Jerusalem could be heard far away. 

God had given them great joy 



 
Why had God given them great joy? 



Solomon’s prayer of dedication at THE temple  
1 Kings 8:46–51  

46 “When they sin against you—for there is no one who does not sin—and you 
become angry with them and give them over to their enemies, who take them 

captive to their own lands, far away or near; 47 and if they have a change of heart 
in the land where they are held captive, and repent and plead with you in the 
land of their captors and say, ‘We have sinned, we have done wrong, we have 

acted wickedly’; 48 and if they turn back to you with all their heart and soul in the 
land of their enemies who took them captive, and pray to you toward the land 

you gave their ancestors, toward the city you have chosen and the temple I have 
built for your Name; 49 then from heaven, your dwelling place, hear their prayer 

and their plea, and uphold their cause. 50 And forgive your people, who have 
sinned against you; forgive all the offenses they have committed against you, and 

cause their captors to show them mercy; 51 for they are your people and your 
inheritance, whom you brought out of Egypt, out of that iron-smelting furnace.”  

Though they sinned, yet God forgave them 



Nehemiah’s initial prayer 
Nehemiah 1:8–9  

8 “Remember the instruction you gave your servant Moses, saying, ‘If you are 
unfaithful, I will scatter you among the nations, 9 but if you return to me and obey 

my commands, then even if your exiled people are at the farthest horizon, I will 
gather them from there and bring them to the place I have chosen as a dwelling 

for my Name.’  

Though they were exiled, yet God returned them 



The retelling of God’s faithfulness to his people 
Nehemiah 9:30–31, 33 

30 For many years you were patient with them. By your Spirit you warned them 
through your prophets. Yet they paid no attention, so you gave them into the 

hands of the neighboring peoples. 31 But in your great mercy you did not put an 
end to them or abandon them, for you are a gracious and merciful God… 

33 In all that has happened to us, you have remained righteous; you have acted 
faithfully, while we acted wickedly.  

 

Though they were faithless, yet God was faithful 



 
Picture the scene 





 
John 4:19–21  

19 “Sir,” the woman said, “I can see that you are a prophet. 20 Our ancestors 
worshiped on this mountain, but you Jews claim that the place where we 
must worship is in Jerusalem.” 21 “Woman,” Jesus replied, “believe me, a 

time is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain 
nor in Jerusalem.” 

The locus of worship is not Jerusalem 



 
Matthew 12:6  

Jesus: I tell you that something greater than the temple is here.  

The locus of worship is not a physical temple 



 
John 2:18–22  

18 The Jews then responded to him, “What sign can you show us to prove 
your authority to do all this?” 19 Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, 
and I will raise it again in three days.” 20 They replied, “It has taken forty-six 
years to build this temple, and you are going to raise it in three days?” 21 But 

the temple he had spoken of was his body. 22 After he was raised from the 
dead, his disciples recalled what he had said. Then they believed the 

scripture and the words that Jesus had spoken.  

The locus of worship is Jesus the Christ 



Revelation 21:10-14, 21-22  
10 And he carried me away in the Spirit to a mountain great and high, and 

showed me the Holy City, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from 
God. 11 It shone with the glory of God, and its brilliance was like that of a 

very precious jewel, like a jasper, clear as crystal. 12 It had a great, high wall 
with twelve gates, and with twelve angels at the gates. On the gates were 

written the names of the twelve tribes of Israel. 13 There were three gates on 
the east, three on the north, three on the south and three on the west. 14 The 
wall of the city had twelve foundations, and on them were the names of the 
twelve apostles of the Lamb…21 The twelve gates were twelve pearls, each 
gate made of a single pearl. The great street of the city was of gold, as pure 
as transparent glass. 22 I did not see a temple in the city, because the Lord 

God Almighty and the Lamb are its temple.  

The locus of worship is Jesus the Christ 



“
The relationship with God that Jesus makes possible is not tied to any earthly 

‘place’ (4:20) or cult. For the prophetic hope of the temple as the center for the 

universal worship of God in the End time (*e.g. Is. 2:1–4) has been fulfilled in 

the person and work of the Messiah (i.e. Jesus). The exalted Christ is now the 

‘place’ where God is to be acknowledged and honored.  

  

Peterson, D. G. (2000). Worship. In T. D. Alexander & B. S. 
Rosner (Eds.), New dictionary of biblical theology (electronic ed., 

p. 860). Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press. 



 
What are the implications of 

Jesus being the locus of worship 
In our lives? 



 
Why has God given us great joy? 





Possible responses to the LORD 
 
 

Remember and celebrate Jesus in his death through communion 
 

Respond with giving and prayer 
 

Worship the LORD through song 
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