






“For the great and powerful of this world, there are only two 
places in which their courage fails them, of which they are afraid 
deep down in their souls, from which they shy away. These are 
the manger and the cross of Jesus Christ. No powerful person 
dares to approach the manger, and this even includes King 
Herod. For this is where thrones shake, the mighty fall, the 
prominent perish, because God is with the lowly. Here the rich 
come to nothing, because God is with the poor and hungry, but 
the rich and satisfied he sends away empty. Before Mary, the 
maid, before the manger of Christ, before God in lowliness, the 
powerful come to naught; they have no right, no hope; they are 
judged.…



“Who among us will celebrate Christmas correctly? Whoever 
finally lays down all power, all honor, all reputation, all vanity, 
all arrogance, all individualism beside the manger; whoever 
remains lowly and lets God alone be high; whoever looks at the 
child in the manger and sees the glory of God precisely in his 
lowliness.

Bonhoeffer, D. (2010). God is in the Manger: Reflections on Advent and Christmas. (J. Riess, 
Ed., O. C. Dean Jr., Trans.) (First edition, p. 26). Louisville, KY: Westminster John Knox 
Press.

https://ref.ly/logosres/gdsmdvntchrstms?ref=RCLCalendar.Adv+2&off=9342&ctx=Glory+of+the+Manger%0A~For+the+great+and+po


This Weeks Sermon
“Worship the King”

Matthew 2:1-12



Matthew 2:1-12

After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of 
King Herod, Magi from the east came to Jerusalem 2 and asked, 
“Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw 

his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” 
3 When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem 

with him. 4 When he had called together all the people’s chief 
priests and teachers of the law, he asked them where the Messiah 

was to be born



Matthew 2:1-12

5 “In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for this is what the 
prophet has written: 

6 “ ‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 

for out of you will come a ruler 
who will shepherd my people Israel.’” 

7 Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them 
the exact time the star had appeared. 8 He sent them to Bethlehem 
and said, “Go and search carefully for the child. As soon as you 
find him, report to me, so that I too may go and worship him.” 



Matthew 2:1-12

9 After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the 
star they had seen when it rose went ahead of them until it 

stopped over the place where the child was. 10 When they saw the 
star, they were overjoyed. 11 On coming to the house, they saw the 

child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and 
worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and presented 

him with gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. 12 And having 
been warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they returned to 

their country by another route. 



Who was Herod the Great?



Matthew 2:1-12

After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of 
King Herod, Magi from the east came to Jerusalem 2 and asked, 
“Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw 

his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” 
3 When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem 

with him. 4 When he had called together all the people’s chief 
priests and teachers of the law, he asked them where the Messiah 

was to be born



Matthew 2:1-12

After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of 
King Herod, Magi from the east came to Jerusalem 2 and asked, 
“Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw 

his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” 
3 When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem 

with him. 4 When he had called together all the people’s chief 
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Where is this King?
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Matthew 2:1-12

5 “In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for this is what the 
prophet has written: 

6 “ ‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 

for out of you will come a ruler 
who will shepherd my people Israel.’” 

7 Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them 
the exact time the star had appeared. 8 He sent them to Bethlehem 
and said, “Go and search carefully for the child. As soon as you 
find him, report to me, so that I too may go and worship him.” 



2 Samuel 7:11-16

“ ‘The LORD declares to you that the LORD himself will establish a 
house for you: 12 When your days are over and you rest with your 
ancestors, I will raise up your offspring to succeed you, your own 
flesh and blood, and I will establish his kingdom. 13 He is the one 

who will build a house for my Name, and I will establish the 
throne of his kingdom forever. 14 I will be his father, and he will 
be my son. When he does wrong, I will punish him with a rod 

wielded by men, with floggings inflicted by human hands. 15 But 
my love will never be taken away from him, as I took it away 

from Saul, whom I removed from before you. 16 Your house and 
your kingdom will endure forever before me; your throne will be 

established forever.’ ” 



Matthew is using the Old Testament to 
prove that Jesus is the Messiah



The Magi and their gifts
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Jesus has always caused extreme reactions 
from people 
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Jesus has always caused extreme reactions 
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1) King Herod
2) Magi



Luke 12:49-53

49 “I have come to bring fire on the earth, and how I wish it were 
already kindled! 50 But I have a baptism to undergo, and what 

constraint I am under until it is completed! 51 Do you think I came 
to bring peace on earth? No, I tell you, but division. 52 From now 

on there will be five in one family divided against each other, 
three against two and two against three. 53 They will be divided, 

father against son and son against father, mother against daughter 
and daughter against mother, mother-in-law against daughter-in-

law and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.”



“In an incomprehensible reversal of all righteous and pious 
thinking, God declares himself guilty to the world and thereby 
extinguishes the guilt of the world. God himself takes the 
humiliating path of reconciliation and thereby sets the world 
free. God wants to be guilty of our guilt and takes upon himself 
the punishment and suffering that this guilt brought to us. God 
stands in for godlessness, love stands in for hate, the Holy One 
for the sinner. Now there is no longer any godlessness, any hate, 
any sin that God has not taken upon himself, suffered, and 
atoned for. Now there is no more reality and no more world that 
is not reconciled with God and in peace. 



“That is what God did in his beloved Son Jesus Christ…see the 
incarnate God, the unfathomable mystery of the love of God for 
the world. God loves human beings. God loves the world—not 
ideal human beings but people as they are, not an ideal world 
but the real world.

Bonhoeffer, D. (2010). God is in the Manger: Reflections on Advent and Christmas. (J. Riess, 
Ed., O. C. Dean Jr., Trans.) (First edition, p. 30). Louisville, KY: Westminster John Knox 
Press.

https://ref.ly/logosres/gdsmdvntchrstms?ref=RCLCalendar.Adv+2&off=13572&ctx=nfathomable+Mystery%0A~In+an+incomprehensib


Gospel Application
Are you Herod this Christmas?



Gospel Application
Are you Herod this Christmas?

Are you the Magi this Christmas?


