


Our faithfulness to God and his family is the 
most important legacy of our lifetimes. 



Nehemiah 13:23-26
23Moreover, in those days I saw men of Judah who had married women 

from Ashdod, Ammon and Moab. 24Half of their children spoke the 
language of Ashdod or the language of one of the other peoples, and did 

not know how to speak the language of Judah. 25I rebuked them and called 
curses down on them. I beat some of the men and pulled out their hair. I 

made them take an oath in God’s name and said: “You are not to give your 
daughters in marriage to their sons, nor are you to take their daughters in 

marriage for your sons or for yourselves. 26Was it not because of marriages 
like these that Solomon king of Israel sinned? Among the many nations 

there was no king like him. He was loved by his God, and God made him 
king over all Israel, but even he was led into sin by foreign women. 



“When Nehemiah comments that some of their kids can’t even 

speak Aramaic, but can communicate only in some dialect of 
Ammonite, he is not inciting xenophobia, a hatred of strangers, a 
kind of narrow tribalism. The point is that these children do not 
know the language of the people of God, so they do not know 

the covenants of the people of God, they do not know the 
worship of the people of God, they do not know the Word of 
God, and they do not know the God of the people of God.”
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Nehemiah 13:27-31
27Must we hear now that you too are doing all this terrible wickedness and 
are being unfaithful to our God by marrying foreign women?” 28One of the 

sons of Joiada son of Eliashib the high priest was son-in-law to Sanballat
the Horonite. And I drove him away from me. 29Remember them, my God, 
because they defiled the priestly office and the covenant of the priesthood 
and of the Levites 30So I purified the priests and the Levites of everything 

foreign, and assigned them duties, each to his own task.

31I also made provision for contributions of wood at designated times, and 
for the firstfruits. Remember me with favor, my God.









Jeremiah 31:31-34
31“The days are coming,” declares the Lord “when I will make a new 

covenant with the people of Israel and with the people of Judah.
32 It will not be like the covenant I made with their ancestors

when I took them by the hand to lead them out of Egypt,
because they broke my covenant, though I was a husband to them,”

declares the Lord 33 “This is the covenant I will make with the people of 
Israel after that time,” declares the Lord “I will put my law in their minds

and write it on their hearts. I will be their God, and they will be my 
people. 34 No longer will they teach their neighbor,

or say to one another, ‘Know the Lord,’ because they will all know me,
from the least of them to the greatest,” declares the Lord.

“For I will forgive their wickedness and will remember their sins no 
more.”



Hebrews 8:6-13
6 But in fact the ministry Jesus has received is as superior to theirs as the 
covenant of which he is mediator is superior to the old one, since the new 

covenant is established on better promises.
7 For if there had been nothing wrong with that first covenant, no place 

would have been sought for another. 8 But God found fault with the 
people and said:



Hebrews 8:6-13
“The days are coming, declares the Lord, when I will make a new 

covenant with the people of Israel and with the people of Judah. 9 It will 
not be like the covenant I made with their ancestors when I took them by 

the handto lead them out of Egypt, because they did not remain faithful to 
my covenant, and I turned away from them, declares the Lord. 10 This is 

the covenant I will establish with the people of Israel after that time, 
declares the Lord. I will put my laws in their minds and write them on 

their hearts. I will be their God, and they will be my people. 11 No longer 
will they teach their neighbor, or say to one another, ‘Know the Lord,’
because they will all know me, from the least of them to the greatest.
12 For I will forgive their wickedness and will remember their sins no 

more.”
13 By calling this covenant “new,” he has made the first one obsolete; and 

what is obsolete and outdated will soon disappear.







If our faithfulness to God
is our greatest leagacy…

Do you know Jesus has made it possible to be in 
relationship with God forever?

Who or What is helping you remain faithful to Jesus?
Who or What is pulling you away from Jesus? 

Who do you know who needs to know this truth? 




