






This Weeks Sermon
“Rejoice”

Nehemiah 12:27-43



Context/Recap



They were just in mourning



They were just in mourning

They were remembering what God had 
done for their people over the centuries



Nehemiah 12:27-43

27 At the dedication of the wall of Jerusalem, the Levites were 
sought out from where they lived and were brought to Jerusalem 

to celebrate joyfully the dedication with songs of thanksgiving 
and with the music of cymbals, harps and lyres. 28 The musicians 
also were brought together from the region around Jerusalem—
from the villages of the Netophathites, 29 from Beth Gilgal, and 

from the area of Geba and Azmaveth, for the musicians had built 
villages for themselves around Jerusalem. 30 When the priests and 
Levites had purified themselves ceremonially, they purified the 

people, the gates and the wall. 



Nehemiah 12:27-43

31 I had the leaders of Judah go up on top of the wall. I also 
assigned two large choirs to give thanks. One was to proceed on 
top of the wall to the right, toward the Dung Gate…with musical 

instruments prescribed by David the man of God. 



Nehemiah 12:27-43

Ezra the teacher of the Law led the procession. 37 At the Fountain 
Gate they continued directly up the steps of the City of David on 
the ascent to the wall and passed above the site of David’s palace 

to the Water Gate on the east. 
38 The second choir proceeded in the opposite direction. I followed 

them on top of the wall, together with half the people—past the 
Tower of the Ovens to the Broad Wall, 39 over the Gate of 

Ephraim, the Jeshanah Gate, the Fish Gate, the Tower of Hananel
and the Tower of the Hundred, as far as the Sheep Gate. At the 

Gate of the Guard they stopped. 



Nehemiah 12:27-43

40 The two choirs that gave thanks then took their places in the 
house of God; so did I, together with half the officials, 41 as well as 

the priest. 43 And on that day they offered great sacrifices, 
rejoicing because God had given them great joy. The women and 
children also rejoiced. The sound of rejoicing in Jerusalem could 

be heard far away. 



Natural response to God moving!



Psalm 147:1-8

Praise the LORD! 
For it is good to sing praises to our God; 

for it is pleasant, and a song of praise is fitting. 
2 The LORD builds up Jerusalem; 

he gathers the outcasts of Israel. 
3 He heals the brokenhearted 

and binds up their wounds. 
4 He determines the number of the stars; 

he gives to all of them their names. 
5 Great is our Lord, and abundant in power; 

his understanding is beyond measure. 



Psalm 147:1-8

6 The LORD lifts up the humble; 
he casts the wicked to the ground. 

7 Sing to the LORD with thanksgiving; 
make melody to our God on the lyre! 

8 He covers the heavens with clouds; 
he prepares rain for the earth; 

he makes grass grow on the hills. 



A Lot of Joy!



Nehemiah 12:43

43 And they offered great sacrifices that day and rejoiced, for God 
had made them rejoice with great joy; the women and children 

also rejoiced. And the joy of Jerusalem was heard far away. 



Do we have anything to be joyful about?



Setting the Stage



Luke 15:1-10

Now the tax collectors and sinners were all gathering around to 
hear Jesus. 2 But the Pharisees and the teachers of the law 

muttered, “This man welcomes sinners and eats with them.” 



Who are you?



Lost Sheep



Luke 15:1-10

3 Then Jesus told them this parable: 4 “Suppose one of you has a 
hundred sheep and loses one of them. Doesn’t he leave the 

ninety-nine in the open country and go after the lost sheep until 
he finds it? 5 And when he finds it, he joyfully puts it on his 

shoulders 6 and goes home. Then he calls his friends and 
neighbors together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; I have found my 
lost sheep.’ 7 I tell you that in the same way there will be more 

rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-
nine righteous persons who do not need to repent. 



Lost Coin



Luke 15:1-10

8 “Or suppose a woman has ten silver coins and loses one. Doesn’t 
she light a lamp, sweep the house and search carefully until she 

finds it? 9 And when she finds it, she calls her friends and 
neighbors together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; I have found my 
lost coin.’ 10 In the same way, I tell you, there is rejoicing in the 
presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.” 



Lost Sons



Luke 15:11-32

11 Jesus continued: “There was a man who had two sons. 12 The 
younger one said to his father, ‘Father, give me my share of the 

estate.’ So he divided his property between them. 
13 “Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set 
off for a distant country and there squandered his wealth in wild 
living. 14 After he had spent everything, there was a severe famine 

in that whole country, and he began to be in need. 15 So he went 
and hired himself out to a citizen of that country, who sent him to 

his fields to feed pigs. 16 He longed to fill his stomach with the 
pods that the pigs were eating, but no one gave him anything. 



Luke 15:11-32

17 “When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s 
hired servants have food to spare, and here I am starving to 

death! 18 I will set out and go back to my father and say to him: 
Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. 19 I am no 
longer worthy to be called your son; make me like one of your 

hired servants.’ 20 So he got up and went to his father. 
“But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was 
filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms 

around him and kissed him. 
21 “The son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and 

against you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ 



Luke 15:11-32

22 “But the father said to his servants, ‘Quick! Bring the best robe 
and put it on him. Put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 

23 Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let’s have a feast and 
celebrate. 24 For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he 

was lost and is found.’ So they began to celebrate. 
25 “Meanwhile, the older son was in the field. When he came near 
the house, he heard music and dancing. 26 So he called one of the 
servants and asked him what was going on. 27 ‘Your brother has 

come,’ he replied, ‘and your father has killed the fattened calf 
because he has him back safe and sound.’ 



Luke 15:11-32

28 “The older brother became angry and refused to go in. So his 
father went out and pleaded with him. 29 But he answered his 

father, ‘Look! All these years I’ve been slaving for you and never 
disobeyed your orders. Yet you never gave me even a young goat 
so I could celebrate with my friends. 30 But when this son of yours 
who has squandered your property with prostitutes comes home, 

you kill the fattened calf for him!’ 
31 “ ‘My son,’ the father said, ‘you are always with me, and 

everything I have is yours. 32 But we had to celebrate and be glad, 
because this brother of yours was dead and is alive again; he was 

lost and is found.’ ”



Do we have anything to be joyful about?



1 Corinthians 11:23-26

23 For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: The 
Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, 24 and when 

he had given thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my body, 
which is for you; do this in remembrance of me.” 25 In the same 
way, after supper he took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new 

covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in 
remembrance of me.” 26 For whenever you eat this bread and 
drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.



Gospel Application
Let’s rejoice together for what Christ has done


