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“

The church can be summed up as the Bride of Christ
and under the leadership of qualified, biblical leaders,
as taught in Scripture, the church should filled to the
praise of God’s glory with: 1) Preaching and Worship,
2) Two sacraments of the Lord’s supper and Baptism, 3)
displaying a spirit of unity, 4) in order to love one
another, 5) so that they will make disciples of all
nations.
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1) Bride of Christ

Ephesians 5:25-32
25 Husbands,

love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and
gave himself up for her 26 to make her holy, cleansing her by the
washing with water through the word, 27 and to present her to
himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other
blemish, but holy and blameless. 28 In this same way, husbands
ought to love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his
wife loves himself. 29 After all, no one ever hated their own body,
but they feed and care for their body, just as Christ does the
church—30 for we are members of his body. 31 “For this reason a
man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife,
and the two will become one flesh.” 32 This is a profound
mystery—but I am talking about Christ and the church.

Revelation 21:9-14
9 One of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the
seven last plagues came and said to me, “Come, I will show you
the bride, the wife of the Lamb.” 10 And he carried me away in the
Spirit to a mountain great and high, and showed me the Holy
City, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God. 11 It shone
with the glory of God, and its brilliance was like that of a very
precious jewel, like a jasper, clear as crystal. 12 It had a great, high
wall with twelve gates, and with twelve angels at the gates. On
the gates were written the names of the twelve tribes of Israel.
13 There were three gates on the east, three on the north, three on
the south and three on the west. 14 The wall of the city had twelve
foundations, and on them were the names of the twelve apostles
of the Lamb.
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Acts 14:21-24
21 They

preached the gospel in that city and won a large number
of disciples. Then they returned to Lystra, Iconium and Antioch,
22 strengthening the disciples and encouraging them to remain
true to the faith. “We must go through many hardships to enter
the kingdom of God,” they said. 23 Paul and Barnabas appointed
elders a for them in each church and, with prayer and fasting,
committed them to the Lord, in whom they had put their trust.
24 After going through Pisidia, they came into Pamphylia, 25 and
when they had preached the word in Perga, they went down to
Attalia.

1 Timothy 3:1-7
Here is a trustworthy saying: Whoever aspires to be an overseer
desires a noble task. 2 Now the overseer is to be above reproach,
faithful to his wife, temperate, self-controlled, respectable,
hospitable, able to teach, 3 not given to drunkenness, not violent
but gentle, not quarrelsome, not a lover of money. 4 He must
manage his own family well and see that his children obey him,
and he must do so in a manner worthy of full respect. 5 (If anyone
does not know how to manage his own family, how can he take
care of God’s church?) 6 He must not be a recent convert, or he
may become conceited and fall under the same judgment as the
devil. 7 He must also have a good reputation with outsiders, so
that he will not fall into disgrace and into the devil’s trap.

1 Timothy 4:11-16
11 Command

and teach these things. 12 Don’t let anyone look down
on you because you are young, but set an example for the
believers in speech, in conduct, in love, in faith and in purity.
13 Until I come, devote yourself to the public reading of Scripture,
to preaching and to teaching. 14 Do not neglect your gift, which
was given you through prophecy when the body of elders laid
their hands on you.
15 Be diligent in these matters; give yourself wholly to them, so
that everyone may see your progress. 16 Watch your life and
doctrine closely. Persevere in them, because if you do, you will
save both yourself and your hearers.
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Acts 2:42-47
42 They

devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. 43 Everyone
was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs performed by
the apostles. 44 All the believers were together and had everything
in common. 45 They sold property and possessions to give to
anyone who had need. 46 Every day they continued to meet
together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes
and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, 47 praising God and
enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their
number daily those who were being saved.
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1 Corinthians 11:23-26
23 For

I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: The
Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, 24 and when
he had given thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my body,
which is for you; do this in remembrance of me.” 25 In the same
way, after supper he took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new
covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in
remembrance of me.” 26 For whenever you eat this bread and
drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

Matthew 28:18-20
18 Then

Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and
on earth has been given to me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples
of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey
everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you
always, to the very end of the age.”
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John 17:20-23
20 “My

prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will
believe in me through their message, 21 that all of them may be
one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also
be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me. 22 I
have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one
as we are one—23 I in them and you in me—so that they may be
brought to complete unity. Then the world will know that you
sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me.
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Matthew 22:34-40
34 Hearing

that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, the Pharisees got
together. 35 One of them, an expert in the law, tested him with this
question: 36 “Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the
Law?”
37 Jesus replied: “ ‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and
with all your soul and with all your mind.’ i 38 This is the first and
greatest commandment. 39 And the second is like it: ‘Love your
neighbor as yourself.’ 40 All the Law and the Prophets hang on
these two commandments.”
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Gospel Application
Are we living in unity and love to point people to the
love of God for them?

