


This Weeks Sermon
“Who is Satan?”

Genesis 3:1-13 & Matthew 3:16-17; 4:1-4 



“There are two equal and opposite errors into which our 
race can fall about devils. One is to disbelieve in their 
existence. The other is to believe, and to feel an excessive 
and unhealthy interest in them. They themselves are 
equally pleased by both errors and hail a materialist or a 
magician with the same delight.” ~ C. S. Lewis The 
Screwtape Letters



Luther and the leaf on the tree, and not seeing the forest.

“I want to keep the winds of the whole substance of Scripture 
blowing in my mind as it helps me understand each and every 
detail.”  - Luther





The sound of Scripture E.J. Young – “The opening 
words of Genesis 3 sound a note that is ominous, 
it is foreboding, there is a foreshadowing that’s 
preparing the readers for an intrusion in this 
majestic story.



The sound of Scripture E.J. Young – “The opening 
words of Genesis 3 sound a note that is ominous, 
it is foreboding, there is a foreshadowing that’s 
preparing the readers for an intrusion in this 
majestic story.

Job 1:6-7
6 One day the angels came to present themselves before the LORD, 
and Satan also came with them. 7 The LORD said to Satan, “Where 

have you come from?” 
Satan answered the LORD, “From roaming throughout the earth, 

going back and forth on it.”



Genesis 3:1-13

1 Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals 
the LORD God had made. 



Genesis 3:1-13

1 Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals 
the LORD God had made. 

John 1:47
47 When Jesus saw Nathanael approaching, he said of him, “Here 

truly is an Israelite in whom there is no deceit.”



But where does he come from?



What makes him so shifty?



Genesis 3:1-13

Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the 
LORD God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God really say, 

‘You must not eat from any tree in the garden’?” 



Genesis 3:1-13

2 The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit from the trees 
in the garden, 3 but God did say, ‘You must not eat fruit from the 

tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must not touch it, 
or you will die.’ ” 



Matthew 4:1-4

Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted 
by the devil. 2 After fasting forty days and forty nights, he was 

hungry. 3 The tempter came to him and said, “If you are the Son of 
God, tell these stones to become bread.” 



Matthew 3:16-17

16 As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At 
that moment heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God 

descending like a dove and alighting on him. 17 And a voice from 
heaven said, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well 

pleased.” 



Matthew 4:1-4

Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted 
by the devil. 2 After fasting forty days and forty nights, he was 

hungry. 3 The tempter came to him and said, “If you are the Son of 
God, tell these stones to become bread.” 

4 Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man shall not live on bread alone, 
but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.’”



Genesis 3:1-13

4 “You will not certainly die,” the serpent said to the woman. 
5 “For God knows that when you eat from it your eyes will be 
opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 



Genesis 3:1-13

6 When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food 
and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, 

she took some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, who 
was with her, and he ate it. 7 Then the eyes of both of them were 
opened, and they realized they were naked; so they sewed fig 

leaves together and made coverings for themselves. 
8 Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the LORD God as 
he was walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and they hid 

from the LORD God among the trees of the garden



Genesis 3:21

21 The LORD God made garments of 
skin for Adam and his wife and 

clothed them.



Gospel Application
Do you trust the Words of God?

Have you personally recognized your 
nakedness/impoverishment and been covered by 

righteousness of Christ?



“The devil cannot but be our enemy, since we are against him 
with God’s Word, wherewith we destroy his kingdom. He is a 
prince and god of the world, and has a greater power than all the 
kings, potentates, and princes upon earth; wherefore he would be 
revenged of us, and assaults us without ceasing, as we both see 
and feel. We have against the devil, a great advantage; powerful, 
wicked, and cunning as he is, he cannot hurt us, since ‘tis not 
against him we have sinned, but against God. Therefore we have 
nothing to do with that archenemy; but we confess, and say: 
“Against thee, Lord, have we sinned,” etc. 



We know, through God’s grace, that we have a gracious God, and 
a merciful Father in heaven, whose wrath against us, Christ Jesus, 
our only Lord and Savior, has now appeased with his precious 
blood. Now, forasmuch as through Christ we have remission of 
sins and peace with God, so must the envious devil be content to 
let us alone, in peace, so that henceforward he can neither upbraid 
nor hit us in the teeth concerning our sins against God’s laws, for 
Christ has cancelled and torn in pieces the handwriting of our 
consciences, which was a witness against us, and nailed the same 
to his cross; to God be everlasting honor, praise, and glory in 
Christ Jesus, for the same. Amen.” ~Luther Table Talk


