


This Weeks Sermon
“You are that man!”

Psalm 51



Address the Church



Lament



This will not be a popular sermon





Setting the Stage for Psalm 51



2 Samuel 12:1-7

The LORD sent Nathan to David. When he came to him, he said, 
“There were two men in a certain town, one rich and the other 

poor. 2 The rich man had a very large number of sheep and cattle, 
3 but the poor man had nothing except one little ewe lamb he had 
bought. He raised it, and it grew up with him and his children. It 
shared his food, drank from his cup and even slept in his arms. It 

was like a daughter to him. 
4 “Now a traveler came to the rich man, but the rich man refrained 

from taking one of his own sheep or cattle to prepare a meal for 
the traveler who had come to him. Instead, he took the ewe lamb 
that belonged to the poor man and prepared it for the one who 

had come to him.” 



2 Samuel 12:1-7

5 David burned with anger against the man and said to Nathan, 
“As surely as the LORD lives, the man who did this must die! 6 He 

must pay for that lamb four times over, because he did such a 
thing and had no pity.” 

7 Then Nathan said to David, “You are the man!”



For the Director of Music



Psalm 51

1 Have mercy on me, O God, 
according to your unfailing love; 

according to your great compassion 
blot out my transgressions. 

2 Wash away all my iniquity 
and cleanse me from my sin. 



Psalm 51

3 For I know my transgressions, 
and my sin is always before me. 

4 Against you, you only, have I sinned 
and done what is evil in your sight; 

so you are right in your verdict 
and justified when you judge. 



This is Actual Repentance



Psalm 51

5 Surely I was sinful at birth, 
sinful from the time my mother conceived me. 

6 Yet you desired faithfulness even in the womb; 
you taught me wisdom in that secret place. 

7 Cleanse me with hyssop, and I will be clean; 
wash me, and I will be whiter than snow. 

8 Let me hear joy and gladness; 
let the bones you have crushed rejoice. 

9 Hide your face from my sins 
and blot out all my iniquity. 



A transition from repentance to a cry for 
help



Psalm 51

10 Create in me a pure heart, O God, 
and renew a steadfast spirit within me. 

11 Do not cast me from your presence 
or take your Holy Spirit from me. 

12 Restore to me the joy of your salvation 
and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me. 
13 Then I will teach transgressors your ways, 

so that sinners will turn back to you. 
14 Deliver me from the guilt of bloodshed, O God, 

you who are God my Savior, 
and my tongue will sing of your righteousness. 



Psalm 51

15 Open my lips, Lord, 
and my mouth will declare your praise. 

16 You do not delight in sacrifice, or I would bring it; 
you do not take pleasure in burnt offerings. 

17 My sacrifice, O God, is a broken spirit; 
a broken and contrite heart 
you, God, will not despise. 

18 May it please you to prosper Zion, 
to build up the walls of Jerusalem. 

19 Then you will delight in the sacrifices of the righteous, 
in burnt offerings offered whole; 

then bulls will be offered on your altar. 



Let’s repent





Luke 11:37-45
37 When Jesus had finished speaking, a Pharisee invited him to eat 

with him; so he went in and reclined at the table. 38 But the 
Pharisee was surprised when he noticed that Jesus did not first 

wash before the meal. 
39 Then the Lord said to him, “Now then, you Pharisees clean the 
outside of the cup and dish, but inside you are full of greed and 

wickedness. 40 You foolish people! Did not the one who made the 
outside make the inside also? 41 But now as for what is inside 

you—be generous to the poor, and everything will be clean for 
you. 

42 “Woe to you Pharisees, because you give God a tenth of your 
mint, rue and all other kinds of garden herbs, but you neglect 

justice and the love of God. You should have practiced the latter 
without leaving the former undone. 



Luke 11:37-45

43 “Woe to you Pharisees, because you love the most important 
seats in the synagogues and respectful greetings in the 

marketplaces. 
44 “Woe to you, because you are like unmarked graves, which 

people walk over without knowing it.” 
45 One of the experts in the law answered him, “Teacher, when 

you say these things, you insult us also.” 



We are not left in our sin





Psalm 51

1 Have mercy on me, O God, 
according to your unfailing love; 

according to your great compassion 
blot out my transgressions. 

2 Wash away all my iniquity 
and cleanse me from my sin. 



1 John 1:5-10

5 This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: 
God is light; in him there is no darkness at all. 6 If we claim to 
have fellowship with him and yet walk in the darkness, we lie 

and do not live out the truth. 7 But if we walk in the light, as he is 
in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood 

of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin. 
8 If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth 
is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will 
forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. 10 If we 

claim we have not sinned, we make him out to be a liar and his 
word is not in us. 



Gospel Application
Examine your heart – ask those around you to 

examine your heart.

Rest in the forgiveness that God offers through Christ 
and the empowerment of the Holy Spirit to keep 
repenting and being made into the image of God


