MESSAGE NOTES
Next week:
NEW Summer Sermon Series – Psalms!
Sermon series:
The Journey of Job
Today’s message: How do I help those
who are suffering?
Job 42:1-6, John 4:39-42
“The preaching of the cross recognizes
and accepts the place of suffering.”
Fleming Rutledge
2 Corinthians 1:3-5
How does God bring comfort to us and
then through us?
The sufferings of Christ
2 Cor. 1:5a
The pain of crucifixion
Mark 15:24
The pain of bearing the guilt for
our sin
1 Peter 2:24
The pain of abandonment
Matthew 27:46
The pain of bearing the wrath of
God
1 John 4:10, Matthew 26:39
The comfort through Christ
2 Cor. 1:5b
Praise be to God!
2 Cor. 1:3-4a

SCRIPTURE PASSAGE
Job 42:1–6
1
Then Job replied to the Lord: 2 “I know that
you can do all things; no purpose of yours can
be thwarted. 3 You asked, ‘Who is this that
obscures my plans without knowledge?’
Surely I spoke of things I did not understand,
things too wonderful for me to know. 4 “You
said, ‘Listen now, and I will speak; I will
question you, and you shall answer me.’ 5 My
ears had heard of you but now my eyes have
seen you. 6 Therefore I despise myself and
repent in dust and ashes.”
John 4:39–42
39 Many of the Samaritans from that town
believed in Jesus because of the woman’s
testimony, “He told me everything I ever
did.” 40 So when the Samaritans came to
him, they urged him to stay with them, and
he stayed two days. 41 And because of his
words many more became believers. 42
They said to the woman, “We no longer
believe just because of what you said; now
we have heard for ourselves, and we know
that this man really is the Savior of the
world.”
2 Corinthians 1:3–5
3 Praise be to the God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion
and the God of all comfort, 4 who comforts
us in all our troubles, so that we can
comfort those in any trouble with the
comfort we ourselves receive from God. 5
For just as we share abundantly in the
sufferings of Christ, so also our comfort
abounds through Christ.
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This week’s message:
How do I help those who are suffering?
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Job 42:1–6
1 Then Job replied to the LORD: 2 “I know that you can
do all things; no purpose of yours can be thwarted. 3
You asked, ‘Who is this that obscures my plans without
knowledge?’ Surely I spoke of things I did not
understand, things too wonderful for me to know. 4
“You said, ‘Listen now, and I will speak; I will question
you, and you shall answer me.’ 5 My ears had heard of
you but now my eyes have seen you. 6 Therefore I
despise myself and repent in dust and ashes.”

John 4:39–42
39 Many of the Samaritans from that town believed in
Jesus because of the woman’s testimony, “He told me
everything I ever did.” 40 So when the Samaritans came
to him, they urged him to stay with them, and he stayed
two days. 41 And because of his words many more
became believers. 42 They said to the woman, “We no
longer believe just because of what you said; now we
have heard for ourselves, and we know that this man
really is the Savior of the world.”

2 Corinthians 1:3–5
3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, the Father of compassion and the God of
all comfort, 4 who comforts us in all our troubles,
so that we can comfort those in any trouble with
the comfort we ourselves receive from God. 5 For
just as we share abundantly in the sufferings of
Christ, so also our comfort abounds through
Christ.

The sufferings of Christ
2 Corinthians 1:5a
3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, the Father of compassion and the God of
all comfort, 4 who comforts us in all our troubles,
so that we can comfort those in any trouble with
the comfort we ourselves receive from God. 5 For
just as we share abundantly in the sufferings of
Christ, so also our comfort abounds through
Christ.

The sufferings of Christ
The pain of crucifixion
Mark 15:24
And they crucified him.

The sufferings of Christ
The pain of bearing the guilt for our sin
1 Peter 2:24
He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree.

The sufferings of Christ
The pain of abandonment
Matthew 27:46
“My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”

The sufferings of Christ
The pain of abandonment
How deep the Father’s love for us,
How vast beyond all measure,
That He should give His only Son
To make a wretch His treasure.
How great the pain of searing loss –
The Father turns His face away,
As wounds which mar the Chosen One
Bring many sons to glory.

The sufferings of Christ
The pain of bearing the wrath of God
1 John 4:10
In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he
loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our
sins.
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Till on that cross as Jesus died,
The wrath of God was satisfied
For every sin on Him was laid
Here in the death of Christ I live.
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The pain of bearing the wrath of God
Till on that cross as Jesus died,
The wrath of God was satisfied
For every sin on Him was laid
Here in the death of Christ I live.
Jesus: It is finished.

“

Christianity does not recommend suffering for its own
sake, and it is part of a Christian’s task in the world to
alleviate the suffering of others. By no stretch of the
imagination, however, could Christianity ever be said to
recommend the avoidance of suffering in the cause of
love and justice. Perhaps the clearest way to sum this up
is to say that Christian faith, when anchored in the
preaching of the cross, recognizes and accepts the
place of (redemptive) suffering in the world for
the sake of the kingdom of God.
~ Fleming Rutledge, The Crucifixion: Understanding the Death
of Jesus Christ, page 50

The comfort through Christ
2 Corinthians 1:5b
3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, the Father of compassion and the God of
all comfort, 4 who comforts us in all our troubles,
so that we can comfort those in any trouble with
the comfort we ourselves receive from God. 5 For
just as we share abundantly in the sufferings of
Christ, so also our comfort abounds through
Christ.
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2 Corinthians 1:3-4a
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That the troubled might be comforted
2 Corinthians 1:4b
3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, the Father of compassion and the God of
all comfort, 4 who comforts us in all our troubles,
so that we can comfort those in any trouble with
the comfort we ourselves receive from God. 5 For
just as we share abundantly in the sufferings of
Christ, so also our comfort abounds through
Christ.

