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1 Peter 1:13–14
13 Therefore, with minds that are alert and fully sober, set your 

hope on the grace to be brought to you when Jesus Christ is 
revealed at his coming. 14 As obedient children, do not conform to 

the evil desires you had when you lived in ignorance. 

Previously in 1 Peter



1 Peter 4:7
7 The end of all things is near. Therefore be alert and of sober 

mind so that you may pray. 

Previously in 1 Peter



1 Peter 5:8–9
8 Be alert and of sober mind. Your enemy the devil prowls around 

like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour. 9 Resist him, 
standing firm in the faith, because you know that the family of 
believers throughout the world is undergoing the same kind of 

sufferings. 

Today’s passage



1 Peter 5:8
8 Be alert and of sober mind. Your enemy the devil prowls around 

like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour. 9 Resist him, 
standing firm in the faith, because you know that the family of 
believers throughout the world is undergoing the same kind of 

sufferings. 

Your enemy: The Devil



#1 - He isn’t real

1 Chronicles 21:1
1 Satan rose up against Israel and incited David 

to take a census of Israel. 

Common misnomers regarding Satan



#1 - He isn’t real

Matthew 4:8–11
8 Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed 
him all the kingdoms of the world and their splendor. 9 “All this I 
will give you,” he said, “if you will bow down and worship me.” 

10 Jesus said to him, “Away from me, Satan! For it is written: 
‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve him only.’” 11 Then the 

devil left him, and angels came and attended him. 

Common misnomers regarding Satan



“There are two equal and opposite 
errors into which our race can fall 

about the devils. One is to 
disbelieve in their existence. The 
other is to believe, and to feel an 
excessive and unhealthy interest 

in them. They themselves are 
equally pleased by both errors and 

hail a materialist or a magician 
with the same delight.”

~C. S. Lewis, preface to The Screwtape Letters, 
Harper SanFrancisco, ©1942, Harper edition 2001, 

p. ix. 



#2 - He is omnipresent

Job 1:6–7
6 One day the angels came to present themselves before the LORD, 
and Satan also came with them. 7 The LORD said to Satan, “Where 
have you come from?” Satan answered the LORD, “From roaming 

throughout the earth, going back and forth on it.” 

Common misnomers regarding Satan



#3 - He is omniscient

Isaiah 46:9–10
9 I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and there is none like 

me. 10 I make known the end from the beginning, from ancient 
times, what is still to come. I say, ‘My purpose will stand, and I 

will do all that I please.’ 

Common misnomers regarding Satan



#3 - He is omniscient (and knows our thoughts)

Matthew 9:4
4 Knowing their thoughts, Jesus said, “Why do you 

entertain evil thoughts in your hearts?” 

Common misnomers regarding Satan



#4 - He is omnipotent
Job 1:8–12

8 Then the LORD said to Satan, “Have you considered my servant Job? 
There is no one on earth like him; he is blameless and upright, a man 
who fears God and shuns evil.” 9 “Does Job fear God for nothing?” 

Satan replied. 10 “Have you not put a hedge around him and his 
household and everything he has? You have blessed the work of his 
hands, so that his flocks and herds are spread throughout the land. 11

But now stretch out your hand and strike everything he has, and he will 
surely curse you to your face.” 12 The LORD said to Satan, “Very well, 

then, everything he has is in your power, but on the man himself do not 
lay a finger.” Then Satan went out from the presence of the LORD. 

Common misnomers regarding Satan



#5 - He is in control
Jude 6

6 And the angels who did not keep their positions of authority but 
abandoned their proper dwelling—these he has kept in darkness, 

bound with everlasting chains for judgment on the great Day. 

Common misnomers regarding Satan



#6 - He is God’s equal
Isaiah 14:12–15

12 How you have fallen from heaven, morning star, son of the dawn! 
You have been cast down to the earth, you who once laid low the 

nations! 13 You said in your heart, “I will ascend to the heavens; I will 
raise my throne above the stars of God; I will sit enthroned on the 

mount of assembly, on the utmost heights of Mount Zaphon. 14 I will 
ascend above the tops of the clouds; I will make myself like the Most 
High.” 15 But you are brought down to the realm of the dead, to the 

depths of the pit. 

Common misnomers regarding Satan



#7 – He could win
1 John 3:8

8 The one who does what is sinful is of the devil, because the devil 
has been sinning from the beginning. The reason the Son of God 

appeared was to destroy the devil’s work. 

Common misnomers regarding Satan



#7 – He could win
Revelation 20:7–10

7 When the thousand years are over, Satan will be released from his 
prison 8 and will go out to deceive the nations in the four corners of 

the earth—Gog and Magog—and to gather them for battle. In 
number they are like the sand on the seashore. 9 They marched 

across the breadth of the earth and surrounded the camp of God’s 
people, the city he loves. But fire came down from heaven and 

devoured them. 10 And the devil, who deceived them, was thrown 
into the lake of burning sulfur, where the beast and the false prophet 
had been thrown. They will be tormented day and night for ever and 

ever. 

Common misnomers regarding Satan



#8 – He is lit and hell is a party

Common misnomers regarding Satan



#8 – He is lit and hell is a party
Descriptors of Satan

The adversary
The serpent
The evil one

Murderer
Thief

Liar/Deceiver
Tempter

Destroyer

Common misnomers regarding Satan



1 Peter 5:9a
8 Be alert and of sober mind. Your enemy the devil prowls around 

like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour. 9 Resist him, 
standing firm in the faith, because you know that the family of 
believers throughout the world is undergoing the same kind of 

sufferings. 

Resist your enemy…



Luke 11:17–22
17 Jesus knew their thoughts and said to them: “Any kingdom 

divided against itself will be ruined, and a house divided against 
itself will fall. 18 If Satan is divided against himself, how can his 

kingdom stand? I say this because you claim that I drive out demons 
by Beelzebul. 19 Now if I drive out demons by Beelzebul, by whom 

do your followers drive them out? So then, they will be your judges. 
20 But if I drive out demons by the finger of God, then the kingdom of 
God has come upon you. 21 “When a strong man, fully armed, guards 

his own house, his possessions are safe. 22 But when someone 
stronger attacks and overpowers him, he takes away the armor in 

which the man trusted and divides up his plunder. 

Jesus is the stronger man



1 Peter 5:9a
8 Be alert and of sober mind. Your enemy the devil prowls around 

like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour. 9 Resist him, 
standing firm in the faith, because you know that the family of 
believers throughout the world is undergoing the same kind of 

sufferings. 

…knowing you’re not alone



“Resistance to some degree is to be expected wherever a Christian 
community takes seriously its commitment to God, because the 
Christian church is the emergence of God’s victory over the 
powers of darkness. Until Christ returns, the battle between 
good and evil will persist, and suffering for faith in Christ will be 
the norm for the Christian calling.

Jobes, Karen H. 1 Peter. Baker Exegetical Commentary on the New 
Testament. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2005. P 315.





Hebrews 2:14–18
14 Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their 
humanity so that by his death he might break the power of him 

who holds the power of death—that is, the devil—15 and free 
those who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of 

death. 16 For surely it is not angels he helps, but [God’s believing 
family]. 17 For this reason he had to be made like them, fully 

human in every way, in order that he might become a merciful 
and faithful high priest in service to God, and that he might make 

atonement for the sins of the people. 18 Because he himself 
suffered when he was tempted, he is able to help those who are 

being tempted. 


