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1 Peter 2:4-10



This Week’s Sermon
Brian’s Favorite verses in the Bible 

1 Peter 2:4-10



1 Peter 2:4-10

4 As you come to him, the living Stone—rejected by humans but 
chosen by God and precious to him—5 you also, like living stones, 

are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, 
offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus 

Christ. 6 For in Scripture it says: 
“See, I lay a stone in Zion, 

a chosen and precious cornerstone, 
and the one who trusts in him 
will never be put to shame.” 



1 Peter 2:4-10

7 Now to you who believe, this stone is precious. But to those who 
do not believe, 

“The stone the builders rejected 
has become the cornerstone,” 

8 and, 
“A stone that causes people to stumble 

and a rock that makes them fall.” 
They stumble because they disobey the message—which is also 

what they were destined for. 



1 Peter 2:4-10

9 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, 
God’s special possession, that you may declare the praises of him 
who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. 10 Once 
you were not a people, but now you are the people of God; once 
you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 



Christ as a Living Stone





1 Peter 2:4-10

4 As you come to him, the living Stone—rejected by humans but 
chosen by God and precious to him—5 you also, like living stones, 

are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, 
offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus 

Christ. 6 For in Scripture it says: 
“See, I lay a stone in Zion, 

a chosen and precious cornerstone, 
and the one who trusts in him 
will never be put to shame.” 



Foundation

Walls and Structure



1 Peter 1:3-5
3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord 

Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us 
new birth into a living hope through the 

resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 and 
into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or 
fade. This inheritance is kept in heaven for you, 

5 who through faith are shielded by God’s power 
until the coming of the salvation that is ready to 

be revealed in the last time.



Foundation
Chosen Pilgrims, Begotten by the Father, 

Untouchable inheritance, and the Greatness of 
our Salvation and New Birth in a Living Christ   

Walls and Structure
Godly Living – Holiness, Desiring God’s Living 

Word



Rejected by Humans 



1 Peter 2:4-10

4 As you come to him, the living Stone—rejected by humans but 
chosen by God and precious to him—5 you also, like living stones, 

are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, 
offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus 

Christ. 6 For in Scripture it says: 
“See, I lay a stone in Zion, 

a chosen and precious cornerstone, 
and the one who trusts in him 
will never be put to shame.” 



Matthew 13:54-57

54 Coming to his hometown, he began teaching the people in their 
synagogue, and they were amazed. “Where did this man get this 
wisdom and these miraculous powers?” they asked. 55 “Isn’t this 
the carpenter’s son? Isn’t his mother’s name Mary, and aren’t his 
brothers James, Joseph, Simon and Judas? 56 Aren’t all his sisters 
with us? Where then did this man get all these things?” 57 And 

they took offense at him. 



The Church is being built into a living 
spiritual house 



1 Peter 2:4-10

4 As you come to him, the living Stone—rejected by humans but 
chosen by God and precious to him—5 you also, like living stones, 

are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, 
offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus 

Christ. 6 For in Scripture it says: 
“See, I lay a stone in Zion, 

a chosen and precious cornerstone, 
and the one who trusts in him 
will never be put to shame.” 



“The Christian church is not primarily a social organization but 
the new temple where the transformed lives of believers are 
offered as sacrifice to the glory of God. The imagery of the 
living stones being built into a single unit implies that the 
significance and purpose of the individual Christian cannot be 
realized apart from community with other believers.

Jobes, K. H. (2005). 1 Peter (p. 149). Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic.

https://ref.ly/logosres/becnt81pet1?ref=Bible.1Pe2.4-5&off=11360&ctx=elievers+are+built.+~The+Christian+church


Foundation
Rebirth in a Living Christ

Walls and Structure
The Living Community we are Built Into





Acceptable Sacrifices 



1 Peter 2:4-10

4 As you come to him, the living Stone—rejected by humans but 
chosen by God and precious to him—5 you also, like living stones, 

are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, 
offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus 

Christ. 6 For in Scripture it says: 
“See, I lay a stone in Zion, 

a chosen and precious cornerstone, 
and the one who trusts in him 
will never be put to shame.” 



Prove it Peter!



1 Peter 2:4-10

4 As you come to him, the living Stone—rejected by humans but 
chosen by God and precious to him—5 you also, like living stones, 

are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, 
offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus 

Christ. 6 For in Scripture it says: 
“See, I lay a stone in Zion, 

a chosen and precious cornerstone, 
and the one who trusts in him 
will never be put to shame.” 



1 Peter 2:4-10

7 Now to you who believe, this stone is precious. But to those who 
do not believe, 

“The stone the builders rejected 
has become the cornerstone,” 

8 and, 
“A stone that causes people to stumble 

and a rock that makes them fall.” 
They stumble because they disobey the message—which is also 

what they were destined for. 



Psalm 117:5,21-25

In my distress I called on the Lord, and he hearkened to me.…
I will acknowledge you because you hearkened to me

and became my salvation.
The stone the builders rejected,

this one became the chief cornerstone.
This was the Lord’s doing;

and it is marvelous in our eyes.
This is the day that the Lord has made;

let us rejoice and be glad on it.
Ah Lord, do save us!

Ah Lord, do give us success! (Ps. 117:5, 21–25 NETS)



Matthew 21:42-46
42 Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the Scriptures: 

“ ‘The stone that the builders rejected 
has become the cornerstone; 

this was the Lord’s doing, 
and it is marvelous in our eyes’? 

43 Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away 
from you and given to a people producing its fruits. 44 And the 

one who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; and when it 
falls on anyone, it will crush him.” 

45 When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, 
they perceived that he was speaking about them. 46 And although 
they were seeking to arrest him, they feared the crowds, because 

they held him to be a prophet. 



But you…



1 Peter 2:4-10

9 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, 
God’s special possession, that you may declare the praises of him 
who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. 10 Once 
you were not a people, but now you are the people of God; once 
you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 



“In biblical theology, Israel’s deliverance from exile in Babylon is 
the typological forerunner of the greater deliverance achieved 
by Jesus Christ, deliverance of God’s people out of darkness 
into light. Peter here makes the radical claim that those who 
believe in Jesus Christ—whether Jew, Gentile, Greek, Roman, 
Cappadocian, Bithynian, or whatever—though from many 
races, constitute a new race of those who have been born again 
into the living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
Here is the foundational cure for the evils of racism in human 
society.

Jobes, K. H. (2005). 1 Peter (p. 159). Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic.

https://ref.ly/logosres/becnt81pet1?ref=Bible.1Pe2.9&off=1254&ctx=+lived+righteously.%0A~In+biblical+theology


1 Peter 2:4-10

9 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, 
God’s special possession, that you may declare the praises of him 
who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. 10 Once 
you were not a people, but now you are the people of God; once 
you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 



Exodus 19:5-6

“5 Now therefore, if you will indeed obey my voice and keep my 
covenant, you shall be my treasured possession among all 
peoples, for all the earth is mine; 6 and you shall be to me a 

kingdom of priests and a holy nation.’ These are the words that 
you shall speak to the people of Israel.” 



1 Peter 2:4-10

9 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, 
God’s special possession, that you may declare the praises of him 
who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. 10 Once 
you were not a people, but now you are the people of God; once 
you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 



Church, Prove it



1 Peter 2:4-10

9 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, 
God’s special possession, that you may declare the praises of him 
who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. 10 Once 
you were not a people, but now you are the people of God; once 
you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 



Ephesians 2:19-22

19 Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but 
fellow citizens with God’s people and also members of his 

household, 20 built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, 
with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. 21 In him the 
whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy 

temple in the Lord. 22 And in him you too are being built together 
to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit.



Ephesians 3:7-12

7 I became a servant of this gospel by the gift of God’s grace given 
me through the working of his power. 8 Although I am less than 

the least of all the Lord’s people, this grace was given me: to 
preach to the Gentiles the boundless riches of Christ, 9 and to 

make plain to everyone the administration of this mystery, which 
for ages past was kept hidden in God, who created all things. 
10 His intent was that now, through the church, the manifold 

wisdom of God should be made known to the rulers and 
authorities in the heavenly realms, 11 according to his eternal 

purpose that he accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord. 12 In him 
and through faith in him we may approach God with freedom 

and confidence.



Ephesians 4:11-13

11 So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the 
evangelists, the pastors and teachers, 12 to equip his people for 

works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up 13 until 
we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of 
God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the 

fullness of Christ.



Elder Led



Elder Led

Governance Team Supported



Elder Led

Governance Team Supported

Staff Run



Elder Led

Governance Team Supported

Staff Run

Member Mobilized





“It’s not we have a mission and you can 
help, it’s you have a mission and we can 

help.”

Leonce Crump





Gospel Application:

Is Jesus the Chief Cornerstone or a Stumbling Block?



Gospel Application:

Is Jesus the Chief Cornerstone or a Stumbling Block?

In what ways can we prove it?


