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The LORD said, “I have indeed seen the
misery of my people in Egypt. I have heard them
crying out because of their slave drivers, and I am
concerned about their suffering. 8 So I have come
down to rescue them from the hand of the
Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land
into a good and spacious land, a land flowing with
milk and honey—the home of the Canaanites,
Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites and
Jebusites. 9 And now the cry of the Israelites has
reached me, and I have seen the way the Egyptians
are oppressing them. 10 So now, go. I am sending
you to Pharaoh to bring my people the Israelites
out of Egypt.”
11
But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I
should go to Pharaoh and bring the Israelites out
of Egypt?”
12
And God said, “I will be with you. And
this will be the sign to you that it is I who have
sent you: When you have brought the people out
of Egypt, you will worship God on this mountain.”
13
Moses said to God, “Suppose I go to the
Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of your
fathers has sent me to you,’ and they ask me,
‘What is his name?’ Then what shall I tell them?”
14
God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM. This
is what you are to say to the Israelites: ‘I AM has
sent me to you.’ ”
15
God also said to Moses, “Say to the
Israelites, ‘The LORD, the God of your fathers—
the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the
God of Jacob—has sent me to you.’
“This is my name forever,
the name you shall call me
from generation to generation.
16

“Go, assemble the elders of Israel and say
to them, ‘The LORD, the God of your fathers—the
God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob—appeared to
me and said: I have watched over you and have
seen what has been done to you in Egypt. 17 And I
have promised to bring you up out of your misery
in Egypt into the land of the Canaanites, Hittites,
Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites—a
land flowing with milk and honey.’
18
“The elders of Israel will listen to you.
Then you and the elders are to go to the king of
Egypt and say to him, ‘The LORD, the God of the
Hebrews, has met with us. Let us take a three-day
journey into the wilderness to offer sacrifices to
the LORD our God.’ 19 But I know that the king of
Egypt will not let you go unless a mighty hand
compels him. 20 So I will stretch out my hand and
strike the Egyptians with all the wonders that I
will perform among them. After that, he will let
you go.
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The LORD said, “I have indeed seen the
misery of my people in Egypt. I have heard them
crying out because of their slave drivers, and I am
concerned about their suffering. 8 So I have come
down to rescue them from the hand of the
Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land
into a good and spacious land, a land flowing with
milk and honey—the home of the Canaanites,
Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites and
Jebusites. 9 And now the cry of the Israelites has
reached me, and I have seen the way the Egyptians
are oppressing them. 10 So now, go. I am sending
you to Pharaoh to bring my people the Israelites
out of Egypt.”
11
But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I
should go to Pharaoh and bring the Israelites out
of Egypt?”
12
And God said, “I will be with you. And
this will be the sign to you that it is I who have
sent you: When you have brought the people out
of Egypt, you will worship God on this mountain.”
13
Moses said to God, “Suppose I go to the
Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of your
fathers has sent me to you,’ and they ask me,
‘What is his name?’ Then what shall I tell them?”
14
God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM. This
is what you are to say to the Israelites: ‘I AM has
sent me to you.’ ”
15
God also said to Moses, “Say to the
Israelites, ‘The LORD, the God of your fathers—
the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the
God of Jacob—has sent me to you.’
“This is my name forever,
the name you shall call me
from generation to generation.
16
“Go, assemble the elders of Israel and say
to them, ‘The LORD, the God of your fathers—the
God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob—appeared to
me and said: I have watched over you and have
seen what has been done to you in Egypt. 17 And I
have promised to bring you up out of your misery
in Egypt into the land of the Canaanites, Hittites,
Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites—a
land flowing with milk and honey.’
18
“The elders of Israel will listen to you.
Then you and the elders are to go to the king of
Egypt and say to him, ‘The LORD, the God of the
Hebrews, has met with us. Let us take a three-day
journey into the wilderness to offer sacrifices to
the LORD our God.’ 19 But I know that the king of
Egypt will not let you go unless a mighty hand
compels him. 20 So I will stretch out my hand and
strike the Egyptians with all the wonders that I
will perform among them. After that, he will let
you go.

24/7, 7 days, 20 beds, food (freezer & restaurant), services (hygiene/winter kits)
40+ churches, 200 volunteers: 1,000+ hours, welcome basket donations, & $10,000+

Power in a Name

Today’s Sermon: God Making His Leader

Moses Flees to Midian

Exodus 2:11-14
11One day, after Moses had grown up, he went out to
where his own people were and watched them at their
hard labor. He saw an Egyptian beating a Hebrew, one
of his own people. 12Looking this way and that and
seeing no one, he killed the Egyptian and hid him in the
sand. 13The next day he went out and saw two Hebrews
fighting. He asked the one in the wrong, “Why are you
hitting
your fellow Hebrew?”

Exodus 2:21-25
14The man said, “Who made you ruler and judge over
us? Are you thinking of killing me as you killed the
Egyptian?” Then Moses was afraid and thought, “What
I did must have become known.”
21Moses agreed to stay with the man, who gave his
daughter Zipporah to Moses in marriage. 2 Zipporah
gave birth to a son, and Moses named him Gershom,
saying, “I have become a foreigner in a foreign land.”

Exodus 2:21-25
23During that long period, the king of Egypt died. The
Israelites groaned in their slavery and cried out, and
their cry for help because of their slavery went up to
God. 24God heard their groaning and he remembered
his covenant with Abraham, with Isaac and with Jacob.
25So God looked on the Israelites and was concerned
about them.

Moses Sees the Burning Bush

Exodus 3:1-22
Now Moses was tending the flock of Jethro his father-inlaw, the priest of Midian, and he led the flock to the far
side of the wilderness and came to Horeb, the mountain
of God. 2 There the angel of the LORD appeared to him in
flames of fire from within a bush. Moses saw that
though the bush was on fire it did not burn up. 3 So
Moses thought, “I will go over and see this strange
sight—why the bush does not burn up.”

“

Because of his omnipresence, God is not limited to any
space. Therefore, when he occupies a small space for
purposes of revelation, he typically does so by
representation. He has made humans his
representatives to do his will (Gen 1:26; Matt 6:10) on
the little space in the universe that we call the earth,
and he has chosen angels as his representatives from
heaven to earth (Heb 1:14). But he sometimes has
specially represented himself in human form, such as
through the angel who could be called Angel
Yahweh… [who] was not all there

~ Douglas K. Stuart, Exodus, vol. 2, The New American Commentary (Nashville: Broadman
& Holman Publishers, 2006), 112–113.

“

[but] was a true and real representation of him, much as
a videoconferencing call brings a valuable sense of the
presence of an individual into a room through a video
screen and speaker—visibility and voice—even though
the individual is not actually fully present thereby.

~ Douglas K. Stuart, Exodus, vol. 2, The New American Commentary (Nashville: Broadman
& Holman Publishers, 2006), 112–113.

Moses Answers

Exodus 3:1-22
4 When the LORD saw that he had gone over to look, God
called to him from within the bush, “Moses! Moses!”
And Moses said, “Here I am.”

Exodus 3:1-22
5 “Do not come any closer,” God said. “Take off your
sandals, for the place where you are standing is holy
ground.” 6 Then he said, “I am the God of your father,
the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of
Jacob.” At this, Moses hid his face, because he was afraid
to look at God. 7 The LORD said, “I have indeed seen the
misery of my people in Egypt. I have heard them crying
out because of their slave drivers, and I am concerned
about their suffering.

Consult the Biblical Roadmap

Isaiah 6:1-8
In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord, high
and exalted, seated on a throne; and the train of his robe
filled the temple. 2 Above him were seraphim, each with
six wings: With two wings they covered their faces, with
two they covered their feet, and with two they were
flying. 3 And they were calling to one another:
“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty;
the whole earth is full of his glory.”
4 At the sound of their voices the doorposts and
thresholds shook and the temple was filled with smoke.

Isaiah 6:1-8
5 “Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I am a man of
unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips,
and my eyes have seen the King, the LORD Almighty.”
6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a live coal in
his hand, which he had taken with tongs from the altar.
7 With it he touched my mouth and said, “See, this has
touched your lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin
atoned for.”
8 Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall
I send? And who will go for us?”
And I said, “Here am I. Send me!”

Exodus 3:1-22
8 So I have come down to rescue them from the hand of
the Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land into
a good and spacious land, a land flowing with milk and
honey—the home of the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites,
Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites. 9 And now the cry of
the Israelites has reached me, and I have seen the way
the Egyptians are oppressing them. 10 So now, go. I am
sending you to Pharaoh to bring my people the Israelites
out of Egypt.”

Moses’ Identity Crisis

Exodus 3:1-22
11 But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should go to
Pharaoh and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?”

Exodus 3:1-22
11 But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should go to
Pharaoh and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?”

God’s Answer

Exodus 3:1-22
12 And God said, “I will be with you. And this will be the
sign to you that it is I who have sent you: When you
have brought the people out of Egypt, you will worship
God on this mountain.”
13 Moses said to God, “Suppose I go to the Israelites and
say to them, ‘The God of your fathers has sent me to
you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ Then what
shall I tell them?”
14 God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM. This is what you
are to say to the Israelites: ‘I AM has sent me to you.’ ”

Exodus 3:1-22
12 And God said, “I will be with you. And this will be the
sign to you that it is I who have sent you: When you
have brought the people out of Egypt, you will worship
God on this mountain.”
13 Moses said to God, “Suppose I go to the Israelites and
say to them, ‘The God of your fathers has sent me to
you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ Then what
shall I tell them?”
14 God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM. This is what you
are to say to the Israelites: ‘I AM has sent me to you.’ ”

“

“I AM that I AM,” replies God. The verbs… [היהhayah] “to
be,” connoting continuing, unfinished action: “I am being
that I am being,” or “I am the Is-ing One,” that is, “the One
Who Always Is.” Not conceptual being, being in the
abstract, but active being, is the intent of this reply. It is a
reply that suggests that it is inappropriate to refer to God
as “was” or as “will be,” for the reality of this
active existence can be suggested only by the
present: “is” or “is-ing,” “Always Is,” or “Am.”
~ John I. Durham, Exodus, vol. 3, Word Biblical Commentary
(Dallas: Word, Incorporated, 1998), 39.

Exodus 3:1-22
15 God also said to Moses, “Say to the Israelites, ‘The
LORD, the God of your fathers—the God of Abraham,
the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob—has sent me to
you.’
“This is my name forever,
the name you shall call me
from generation to generation.
16 “Go, assemble the elders of Israel and say to them,
‘The LORD, the God of your fathers—the God of
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob—appeared to me and said: I
have watched over you and have seen what has been

Exodus 3:1-22
17 And I have promised to bring you up out of your
misery in Egypt into the land of the Canaanites, Hittites,
Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites—a land
flowing with milk and honey.’
18 “The elders of Israel will listen to you. Then you and
the elders are to go to the king of Egypt and say to him,
‘The LORD, the God of the Hebrews, has met with us. Let
us take a three-day journey into the wilderness to offer
sacrifices to the LORD our God.’ 19 But I know that the
king of Egypt will not let you go unless a mighty hand
compels him.

“

This is how “Let us take a three-day journey” functions
in the speech Moses and the elders of Israel were to
make to Pharaoh. The time requested is minuscule
compared to the time actually expected. “Three-day
journey” was an idiom in the ancient world for “a major
trip with formal consequences.” Pharaoh would have
heard it that way and would also have heard it as
meaning “We want to leave Egypt for however long we
choose.” Moreover, the demand for the people to “offer
sacrifices to the LORD our God” was yet another way of
implying—without quite saying so in so many words—
that the people would leave Egypt since,

“

as develops later in the actual event (10:25–26) the
Israelites expected to worship Yahweh far from Egypt at
Mount Sinai, completely out of and free from any
Egyptian oversight, having taken all their possessions
with them.

~ Douglas K. Stuart, Exodus, vol. 2, The New American Commentary (Nashville: Broadman
& Holman Publishers, 2006), 125.

Exodus 3:1-22
20 So I will stretch out my hand and strike the Egyptians
with all the wonders that I will perform among them.
After that, he will let you go.
21 “And I will make the Egyptians favorably disposed
toward this people, so that when you leave you will not
go empty-handed. 22 Every woman is to ask her neighbor
and any woman living in her house for articles of silver
and gold and for clothing, which you will put on your
sons and daughters. And so you will plunder the
Egyptians.”

Before Abraham was, I AM...

John 8:48-59
48 The Jews answered him, “Aren’t we right in saying
that you are a Samaritan and demon-possessed?”
49 “I am not possessed by a demon,” said Jesus, “but I
honor my Father and you dishonor me. 50 I am not
seeking glory for myself; but there is one who seeks it,
and he is the judge. 51 Very truly I tell you, whoever
obeys my word will never see death.”
52 At this they exclaimed, “Now we know that you are
demon-possessed! Abraham died and so did the
prophets, yet you say that whoever obeys your word
will never taste death.

John 8:48-59
53 Are you greater than our father Abraham? He died,
and so did the prophets. Who do you think you are?”
54 Jesus replied, “If I glorify myself, my glory means
nothing. My Father, whom you claim as your God, is the
one who glorifies me. 55 Though you do not know him, I
know him. If I said I did not, I would be a liar like you,
but I do know him and obey his word. 56 Your father
Abraham rejoiced at the thought of seeing my day; he
saw it and was glad.”
57 “You are not yet fifty years old,” they said to him,
“and you have seen Abraham!”

John 8:48-59
58 “Very truly I tell you,” Jesus answered, “before
Abraham was born, I am!” 59 At this, they picked up
stones to stone him, but Jesus hid himself, slipping away
from the temple grounds.

John 18:2-9
2Now Judas, who betrayed him, knew the place, because Jesus
had often met there with his disciples. 3So Judas came to the
garden, guiding a detachment of soldiers and some officials from
the chief priests and the Pharisees. They were carrying torches,
lanterns and weapons.
4Jesus,

knowing all that was going to happen to him, went out
and asked them, “Who is it you want?”
5“Jesus

of Nazareth,” they replied.

John 18:2-9
“I am he,” Jesus said. (And Judas the traitor was standing there
with them.) 6When Jesus said, “I am he,” they drew back and fell
to the ground.
7Again

he asked them, “Who is it you want?”

“Jesus of Nazareth,” they said.
8Jesus answered, “I told you that I am he. If you are looking for
me, then let these men go.” 9This happened so that the words he
had spoken would be fulfilled: “I have not lost one of
those you gave me.”

Gospel Application:
Who are you?
Are you trusting in that Great I AM?

