




This week’s Message:
“In the same way, do marriage!”

1 Peter 3:1-7



1. Why was Marriage created?

2. How is Marriage restored?

3. What’s the ultimate point?

4. Peter’s encouragement to married couples
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Gospel Restored Marriage

Ephesians 5:21-33
21 Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ. 22Wives, 

submit to your husbands as to the Lord.  23For the husband is the 
head of the wife as Christ is the head of the church, his body, of 

which he is the Savior.  24Now as the church submits to Christ, so 
also wives should submit to their husbands in everything.



Gospel Restored Marriage

Ephesians 5:21-33
25Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and 
gave himself up for her 26to make her holy, cleansing her by the 
washing with water through the word, 27and to present her to 

himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other 
blemish, but holy and blameless.



Gospel Restored Marriage

Ephesians 5:21-33
28In this same way, husbands ought to love their wives as their 

own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself.  29After all, no 
one ever hated his own body, but he feeds and cares for it, just as 

Christ does the church— 30for we are members of his body.  31“For 
this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united 

to his wife, and the two will become one flesh.”  32This is a 
profound mystery—but I am talking about Christ and the church.  

33However, each one of you also must love his wife as he loves 
himself, and the wife must respect her husband.



Four Views
of Men and Women

in Marriage and the Church



Patriarchal View
(also called Hierarchical View or 

Traditional View)

Men

Women



The husband is the head of the wife,
and that’s the way it is.  Period.

~Pat Robertson



Evangelical Feminist
(also called Radical Feminist)

Women

Men





Egalitarian View

Men Women





Complementarian 
View







1. Why was Marriage created?

2. How is Marriage restored?

3. What’s the ultimate point?

4. Peter’s encouragement to married couples



The way everything ends!

Revelation 21:1-5
Then I saw “a new heaven and a new earth,” for the first heaven 
and the first earth had passed away, and there was no longer any 
sea. 2I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of 
heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her 

husband. 3And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, 
“Look! God’s dwelling place is now among the people, and he 
will dwell with them. They will be his people, and God himself 
will be with them and be their God. 4‘He will wipe every tear 
from their eyes. There will be no more death’ or mourning or 
crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.”





This week’s question:
“What is Complementarianism and how does

it function at Hope Community?”
Focus Passage: Genesis 1:26-27





What does it mean 
to be a man or 

woman the way God 
designed us to be?



Five Big Ideas!
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What does it mean to be a man or woman the 
way God designed us to be?

1. Men and Women are ONTOLOGICALLY Equal

Genesis 1:26, 27
26Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, 
and let them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, 
over the livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures 

that move along the ground.”  27So God created man in his own 
image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he 

created them.



What does it mean to be a man or woman the 
way God designed us to be?

1. Men and Women are ONTOLOGICALLY Equal

Galatians 3:26-28
26You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus, 27for all of 
you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with 
Christ.  28There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor 

female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 
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What does it mean to be a man or woman the 
way God designed us to be?

2. Men and Women are FUNCTIONALLY Different

Genesis 2:7, 15, 18, 21-23
7the LORD God formed the man from the dust of the ground and 
breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a 
living being.  8Now the LORD God had planted a garden in the 

east, in Eden; and there he put the man he had formed.

15The LORD God took the man and put him in the Garden of 
Eden to work it and take care of it…



What does it mean to be a man or woman the 
way God designed us to be?

2. Men and Women are FUNCTIONALLY Different

Genesis 2:7, 15, 18, 21-23
18The LORD God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone.  I 

will make a helper suitable for him…



What does it mean to be a man or woman the 
way God designed us to be?

2. Men and Women are FUNCTIONALLY Different

Genesis 2:7, 15, 18, 21-23
21So the LORD God caused the man to fall into a deep sleep; and 
while he was sleeping, he took one of the man’s ribs and closed 
up the place with flesh.  22Then the LORD God made a woman 
from the rib he had taken out of the man, and he brought her to 

the man.  23The man said, “This is now bone of my bones and 
flesh of my flesh; she shall be called ‘woman’,

for she was taken out of man.”
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A Relationship with God
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What does it mean to be a man or woman the 
way God designed us to be?

2. Men and Women are FUNCTIONALLY Different

Femininity ---- >

Eve had:
A Relationship with God

Relationship in the context of Responsibility



“Masculinity, I suggest, might therefore be thought of as 
the satisfying awareness of the substance God has 
placed within a man’s being that can make an enduring 
contribution to God’s purposes in his world, and will 
be deeply valued by others, especially his wife, as 

reliable source of wise, sensitive, 
compassionate, and decisive 
involvement.
~ Larry Crabb, Men and Woman, Enjoying the Difference (Grand Rapids: 
Zondervan Publishing House, 1991), page 160.



“Femininity, at its core, might therefore be thought of as 
the secure awareness of the substance God has placed 
within a woman’s being that enables her to confidently 
and warmly invite others into relationship with God 
and with herself, knowing that there is something

in each relationship to be wonderfully 
enjoyed.

~ Larry Crabb, Men and Woman, Enjoying the Difference (Grand Rapids: 
Zondervan Publishing House, 1991), page 163.



“
Essentially, a complementarian is a person who believes that 
God created male and female to reflect complementary truths 
about Jesus. That’s the bottom-line meaning of the word. 
Complementarians believe that males were designed to shine the 
spotlight on Christ’s relationship to the church (and the LORD 
God’s relationship to Christ) in a way that females cannot, and 
that females were designed to shine the spotlight on the church’s 

relationship to Christ (and Christ’s 
relationship to the LORD God) in a way that 
males cannot. Who we are as male and female 
is ultimately not about us. It’s about testifying 
to the story of Jesus. We do not get to dictate 
what manhood and womanhood are all about. 
Our Creator does.



“That’s the basis of complementarianism. If you hear someone tell 
you that complementarity means you have to get married, have 
dozens of babies, be a stay-at-home housewife, clean toilets, 
completely forego a career, chuck your brain, tolerate abuse, 
watch Leave It to Beaver reruns, bury your gifts, deny your 
personality, and bobble-head nod “yes” to everything men say, 

don’t believe her. That’s a straw (wo)man 
misrepresentation. It’s not 
complementarianism. I should know. I’m a 
complementarian. And I helped coin the term.

~ Mary Kassian, Complementarianism for Dummies, 
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/complementarianism-for-
dummies/



What does it mean to be a man or woman the 
way God designed us to be?

3.  This FUNCTIONAL Difference DOES NOT mean inferiority



Philippians 2:5-11
5Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: 6Who, 
being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God 

something to be grasped, 7but made himself nothing, taking the 
very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness.  8And 
being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and 

became obedient to death—even death on a cross!  9Therefore God 
exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is 

above every name, 10that at the name of Jesus every knee should 
bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11and every 

tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.



What does it mean to be a man or woman the 
way God designed us to be?

4. This FUNCTIONAL Difference is something to be followed
and celebrated in the church



1 Timothy 3:1-13
1Here is a trustworthy saying: Whoever aspires to be an overseer 
desires a noble task. 2Now the overseer is to be above reproach, 

faithful to his wife, temperate, self-controlled, respectable, 
hospitable, able to teach, 3not given to drunkenness, not violent 

but gentle, not quarrelsome, not a lover of money. 4He must 
manage his own family well and see that his children obey him, 

and he must do so in a manner worthy of full respect. 5(If anyone 
does not know how to manage his own family, how can he take 
care of God’s church?) 6He must not be a recent convert, or he 

may become conceited and fall under the same judgment as the 
devil. 7He must also have a good reputation with outsiders, so 

that he will not fall into disgrace and into the devil’s trap.



1 Timothy 3:1-13
8In the same way, deacons are to be worthy of respect, sincere, not 
indulging in much wine, and not pursuing dishonest gain. 9They 

must keep hold of the deep truths of the faith with a clear 
conscience. 10They must first be tested; and then if there is nothing 

against them, let them serve as deacons.
11In the same way, the women are to be worthy of respect, not 

malicious talkers but temperate and trustworthy in everything.
12A deacon must be faithful to his wife and must manage his 

children and his household well. 13Those who have served well 
gain an excellent standing and great assurance in their faith in 

Christ Jesus.



What does it mean to be a man or woman the 
way God designed us to be?

5. Men and Women therefore, are COMPLEMENTARY to one 
another, and both genders are necessary!



1 Corinthians 11:8-12
8For man did not come from woman, but woman from man; 

9neither was man created for woman, but woman for man.  10For 
this reason, and because of the angels, the woman ought to have a 
sign of authority on her head.  11In the Lord, however, woman is 

not independent of man, nor is man independent of woman.  
12For as woman came from man, so also man is born of woman.  

But everything comes from God.



“This is where Jesus comes in. Jesus is the reason you 
can trust that God’s justice is behind your assigned 
gender role, whether you are a man who would rather 
not take leadership or assume risk, or a woman who 
wishes she could. Both get to play the Jesus role. It 
takes both men and women, living out
their gender roles in the safety of home
and church, to reveal to the world the
fullness of the person of Jesus.

~ Kathy Keller. “Jesus, Justice, and Gender Roles.” Apple Books. 
https://books.apple.com/us/book/
jesus-justice-and-gender-roles/id585456044

https://books.apple.com/us/book/jesus-justice-and-gender-roles/id585456044
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What are the guiding principles at Hope?

1. The spiritual covering and authority lies with the eldership of 
the church, and that is reserved for godly, qualified, men.

2. However, the governance, staffing and running of the church 
needs to have godly, qualified men and women.

3. “If the job does not require an elder, then it is open
to both men and women”

4. We operate out of a place of conviction on this matter, with 
grace toward those who see it otherwise.



Gospel Application
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Great!  But what do I take away from all of this?

1. Get your relationship right with God.
It is what you were created for and will be most satisfying to you.

2. Enjoy and thank God for being a woman or a man.  Do NOT let 
culture, your false ideas, or ANYTHING tell you who you are except Jesus Christ.

3. Ask Him to heal you of wounds. that have run deep into your  manhood or 
womanhood. Ask God to show you ways to more appreciate the way He has made you. 

4. Appreciate the opposite sex. don’t necessarily try to figure them out, but enjoy the 
mystery, learn and appreciate them and minister to them. giving your best shot at relating to the wonderful, 
complementary opposite sex.

5. Honor the opposite sex.
6. Men, don’t use your God-given strength of being so task oriented you railroad people or that you forget 

to move toward women and men with real, honest relationships.  Women, don’t use your God-given 
strength of relationships to manipulate or influence negatively people, especially men.



For Further Study:


