Half Truths: Hearing Grace in a World of Noise
Cheap Grace

It’s easy to feel overwhelmed by the competing voices and narratives that shape our lives. Often, these
cultural messages—while well-intentioned—can leave us feeling burdened, anxious, or disconnected.
We will explore seven pervasive cultural “half truths” that mislead our understanding of life, identity, and
purpose.

This series of Small Group studies isn’t about proving who's "right.” Instead, the goal is to discover how
Jesus is the truth, and to step into reality where his gospel liberates us from all the little lies that cling so

closely. And his gospel is the best tool for healing our bad theology and tendencies to make ourselves
little gods.

?

¢« Who in your life would you describe as gracious? Why?
The Half-Truth: Cheap Grace

God is love and I'm not under law; therefore, if it feels good it must

be right. | am the arbiter of right and wrong — who are you to say
otherwise?

?

s+ What are some common misconceptions about grace that you’ve encountered?

Possible answers: Because we’ve been forgiven, grace means we get a free pass to do all the sinful
things. Grace means we have to be nice to everyone, regardless.

?

¢« Why is the concept of “cheap grace” appealing? What truth does it ignore?

Possible answers: A “get out of jail free” card sounds great - | can do, say, watch whatever | want,
because | know God’s grace will cover me! The factors of consumer heart vs. repentant heart are ignored.
God'’s grace should move us to a willing heart full of love, worship, and service to him.

Where Do We See This In Scripture?
As you read these scripture passages, consider what they say about this half-truth: cheap grace.

Matthew 18:21-35 (NIV)

21 Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, “Lord, how many times shall | forgive my brother or sister who
sins against me? Up to seven times?” ?? Jesus answered, “I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven
times.
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3 “Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to settle accounts with his servants. * As
he began the settlement, a man who owed him ten thousand bags of gold was brought to him. ?* Since
he was not able to pay, the master ordered that he and his wife and his children and all that he had be
sold to repay the debt.

%6 “At this the servant fell on his knees before him. ‘Be patient with me,” he begged, ‘and | will pay back
everything. %’ The servant’s master took pity on him, canceled the debt and let him go. *® “But when that
servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred silver coins. He grabbed
him and began to choke him. ‘Pay back what you owe me!’ he demanded.

2 “His fellow servant fell to his knees and begged him, ‘Be patient with me, and | will pay it back. ** “But
he refused. Instead, he went off and had the man thrown into prison until he could pay the debt.
When the other servants saw what had happened, they were outraged and went and told their master
everything that had happened.

32 “Then the master called the servant in. ‘You wicked servant,” he said, ‘l canceled all that debt of yours
because you begged me to. ** Shouldn’t you have had mercy on your fellow servant just as | had on you?’
**|n anger his master handed him over to the jailers to be tortured, until he should pay back all he owed.
% “This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you forgive your brother or sister from
your heart.”

Romans 6:1-2 (NIV)
What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase? >By no means! We are those
who have died to sin; how can we live in it any longer?

Galatians 5:13 (NIV)
You, my brothers and sisters, were called to be free. But do not use your freedom to indulge the flesh;
rather, serve one another humbly in love.

?

¢« What do the passages say about grace?
Possible answers: grace is extended often; grace was given at no cost; grace is not for self-indulgence.

?

¢« How does a better understanding of grace lead to a transformed life, rather than simply a license to
sin?

Possible answers: Galatians 5:13 - this freedom is not to indulge the flesh, but rather serve one another
humbly in love. Jesus’ death on the cross was the ultimate gift of grace! This is reason enough to lead a
transformed life full of grace for others & yourself! My treatment of others is a direct response to God’s
grace — we are all sinners in need of a savior.

How can we draw closer to the one that is the Truth?
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For Discussion and Accountability

?

¢« Where do you feel transformed and changed by God’s grace? Take a few minutes to celebrate this
together!

?

s How is your heart believing this half-truth right now? How can we come alongside you in this?
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