Living in Community with the Gospel of Grace
Week 2 - Romans 13

?

+ What book/podcast/show have you been enjoying recently?

Objectives:
® Recognize Christ’s love as the fulfillment of the law given to Moses.

Submission to Authorities

Romans 13:1-7 (NIV)

! Let everyone be subject to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except that which God
has established. The authorities that exist have been established by God. 2 Consequently, whoever rebels
against the authority is rebelling against what God has instituted, and those who do so will bring
judgment on themselves. 3 For rulers hold no terror for those who do right, but for those who do wrong.
Do you want to be free from fear of the one in authority? Then do what is right and you will be
commended. * For the one in authority is God’s servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for
rulers do not bear the sword for no reason. They are God'’s servants, agents of wrath to bring
punishment on the wrongdoer. > Therefore, it is necessary to submit to the authorities, not only because
of possible punishment but also as a matter of conscience.

® This is also why you pay taxes, for the authorities are God’s servants, who give their full time to
governing. ’ Give to everyone what you owe them: If you owe taxes, pay taxes; if revenue, then revenue;
if respect, then respect; if honor, then honor.

?

« What does this passage have to say about interacting with authority figures?
Possible answers: God-ordained hierarchy in authority; called to respect and obey authority figures; other
answers may vary

?

« What challenges or feelings does interacting with authority figures bring up for you? Is this easy or

hard?
Possible answers: may vary, could depend on authority role, personality, leadership style, personal

connection, past experiences, etc.

?

¢ How can authority figures be respected and shown the love of Christ even through disagreement?
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Possible answers: Christ gives us strength to show love to all, even those we disagree with; can refer to
Romans 12:17-21 where living peaceably with others is discussed; listening well/building understanding
as an act of love toward others when in disagreement

... “submit” means to recognize that a hierarchy exists and that we stand
under the rulers in that hierarchy. Normally, therefore, submission to the
authorities will mean that we obey what they say. In all of Paul’s hierarchical
structures, however, the upper most authority, though not always mentioned,
is God. He stands at the top of all our hierarchies. What that means is that we

must alwa bmit to those over us in light of our ultimate submission to God.
In certain cases, this might mean that we will disobey the authority
immediately over us in order to obey our ultimate authority.”

Encountering the Book of Romans, Douglas J. Moo - 186

Fulfilling the Law through Love

Romans 13:8-14 (NIV)

8 Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one another, for whoever loves
others has fulfilled the law. ° The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery,” “You shall not
murder,” “You shall not steal,” “You shall not covet,” and whatever other command there may be, are
summed up in this one command: “Love your neighbor as yourself” *° Love does no harm to a neighbor.
Therefore love is the fulfillment of the law.

' And do this, understanding the present time: The hour has already come for you to wake up from your
slumber, because our salvation is nearer now than when we first believed. ** The night is nearly over; the
day is almost here. So let us put aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light. ** Let us
behave decently, as in the daytime, not in carousing and drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and
debauchery, not in dissension and jealousy. '* Rather, clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ, and
do not think about how to gratify the desires of the flesh.

?

¢ This passage mentions loving one another as the fulfillment of the Mosaic Law. How does this reveal

Christ’s character?
Possible answers: Love was the whole reason that Jesus came to save us, and with love He died on the

cross, with love He took our punishment, with love He fulfilled the law perfectly because we could not.

?

¢« How does living with the Lord act as a sort of “armor” against the fleshly desires listed in v. 12-14?

Possible answers: The Holy Spirit is with those in Christ and helps to guide and protect against fleshly
desires; renewing the mind to consider Godly things rather than self-centered things
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?

s In what ways do you experience living with the Lord?
Possible answers: worship, nature, art, prayer, community, activity, etc.

? ” o«

¢ Paul includes a sense of urgency in v. 11 (“the hour has come”, “salvation is nearer to us now than we

first believed”). How do we remain urgent in the gospel in a world that values comfort?

Possible answers: Living in a godly way provides evidence of Christ’s work in us, which can be a testimony
to those around us that God is real/good/working/etc. We never know the hour at which God will return -
urgency in salvation.

Possible ways to remain urgent: accountability, community, remembering where our true home is,
eternal perspective, inquiring with the Lord about what comforts we are giving into

For Discussion and Accountability

?

¢« What was God telling you through this passage this week? What did you need to hear?

?

¢« What fleshly desire(s) is God prompting you to build armor against? How can others come alongside
you in this?
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