Did God’s Plan A Fail?
Week 5 - Romans 11:25-36

Objectives:
® Wrestle with the idea that God has allowed all to sin that mercy may be given to all
® Recognize that no person has an advantage or inroads with God; all are saved through Christ
alone
e Dedicate your “heart, mind, soul, and strength” to God because of the mystery of God’s plan

?

¢ When was the last time you had restaurant envy? Where someone ordered something that looks way

better than what you got...
What stands out?

Romans 11:25-36 NIV

2> | do not want you to be ignorant of this mystery, brothers and sisters, so that you may not be
conceited: Israel has experienced a hardening in part until the full number of the Gentiles has come in, %
and in this way all Israel will be saved. As it is written:

“The deliverer will come from Zion;

he will turn godlessness away from Jacob.
27 And this is my covenant with them

when | take away their sins.”

%8 As far as the gospel is concerned, they are enemies for your sake; but as far as election is concerned,
they are loved on account of the patriarchs, % for God’s gifts and his call are irrevocable. *° Just as you
who were at one time disobedient to God have now received mercy as a result of their disobedience, **
so they too have now become disobedient in order that they too may now receive mercy as a result of
God’s mercy to you. * For God has bound everyone over to disobedience so that he may have mercy on
them all.

33 0Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God!
How unsearchable his judgments,
and his paths beyond tracing out!
* “Who has known the mind of the Lord?
Or who has been his counselor?”
¥ “Who has ever given to God,
that God should repay them?”
% For from him and through him and for him are all things.
To him be the glory forever! Amen.
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?

s There seems to be a lot going on in this passage. What questions do you have about what Paul is

saying?

?

¢ Paul writes in verse 25 by referring to “this mystery.” Take time to recap: what is the mystery that he
has been unpacking in these chapters of Romans?

?

¢« How does Paul describe God’s mercy and grace towards both the Jews and Gentiles?

Digging a little deeper

?

¢« How does verse 28 relate to 11:17-207? Explore what kind of interaction between Jews and Gentiles
Paul is advocating for...

?

¢« What is the significance of Paul’s doxology in verses 33-36? How should this influence how we view
God and His plan of Salvation?

Read Romans 12:1-2 together:

Therefore, | urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a living
sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship. 2 Do not conform to the
pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test
and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.

?

¢« How does our worship of God relate to our obedience to Him as believers? (See 12:1)

Bringing it home

?

¢« How can God use the mercy He has shown us to attract others (to His own mercy, and Himself)?
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?

s Do you ever feel like you owe God, doing good to make sure you are good? Do you ever feel like He
owes you, giving you good things because you’ve done good?

?

¢« What is the precondition, or thing we must do, for mercy?

For Discussion and Accountability

?

s Do you struggle to view others with the same mercy as God does? How about yourself?

?

¢« What in your personal story with God makes you most worshipful toward Him?
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