
The Good News

Week 4 - Romans 2:17-29

Objectives:

● Recognize that “religion” won’t save us.

● Remember Jesus came to bring the good news to both Jews and Gentiles.

? When is a time you broke the rules? What happened?

About Boasting

Can someone summarize the first part of chapter 2?

Read Romans 2:17-29 NIV:

17 Now you, if you call yourself a Jew; if you rely on the law and boast in God; 18 if you know his will and
approve of what is superior because you are instructed by the law; 19 if you are convinced that you are a
guide for the blind, a light for those who are in the dark, 20 an instructor of the foolish, a teacher of little
children, because you have in the law the embodiment of knowledge and truth— 21 you, then, who teach
others, do you not teach yourself? You who preach against stealing, do you steal? 22 You who say that
people should not commit adultery, do you commit adultery? You who abhor idols, do you rob temples?
23 You who boast in the law, do you dishonor God by breaking the law? 24 As it is written: “God’s name is
blasphemed among the Gentiles because of you.”

25 Circumcision has value if you observe the law, but if you break the law, you have become as though
you had not been circumcised. 26 So then, if those who are not circumcised keep the law’s requirements,
will they not be regarded as though they were circumcised? 27 The one who is not circumcised physically
and yet obeys the law will condemn you who, even though you have the written code and circumcision,
are a lawbreaker.

28 A person is not a Jew who is one only outwardly, nor is circumcision merely outward and physical. 29

No, a person is a Jew who is one inwardly; and circumcision is circumcision of the heart, by the Spirit, not
by the written code. Such a person’s praise is not from other people, but from God.

? Whom is Paul talking to, and why?

Possible answers: Jewish people, specifically those who thought they were ok solely because they were
Jewish. He’s calling them out and warning them that they are in need just like the Gentiles.

? What does it look like to boast in the law?

Possible answers: Pride that comes from rule following. Feeling good because you don’t do this or do
that.
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Religion vs. Gospel

Read Genesis 17:10–14 NIV:

10 This is my covenant with you and your descendants after you, the covenant you are to keep: Every

male among you shall be circumcised. 11 You are to undergo circumcision, and it will be the sign of the

covenant between me and you. 12 For the generations to come every male among you who is eight days

old must be circumcised, including those born in your household or bought with money from a

foreigner—those who are not your offspring. 13 Whether born in your household or bought with your

money, they must be circumcised. My covenant in your flesh is to be an everlasting covenant. 14 Any

uncircumcised male, who has not been circumcised in the flesh, will be cut off from his people; he has

broken my covenant.”

? What was the significance of circumcision?

Possible answers: It was a sign of the covenant made between Abraham and God.

? What is circumcision of the heart (Romans 2:29)? And why is that significant?

Possible answers: Paul is saying that just because someone is not circumcised that doesn't mean they
won’t receive the promises from God—and this would have been shocking to the Jews. Paul specifically
says the Spirit has done this and it is not something we can do.

? If we are not Jewish, how does this passage relate to us?

Possible answers: We can fall into the same thoughts or trap that something we do makes us right with
God. Or being born into a Christian family means we’re right with God. Are there some benefits to being
born into a family of believers? Yes. But does that make you right with God? No.

? What are things we do that make us think we are right with God?

Possible answers: Go to church, go to small group, read our Bible consistently, work in ministry etc…

? It seems obvious to us when we read about circumcision, that the Jewish people were missing the

point sometimes. But we do it too (remember last week!?). What are ways you’ve seen “religion”

become a bad thing?

Possible answers: When it becomes a way to shame or guilt other people, when it becomes legalistic,

when it becomes about us instead of God.

? Take a look at the chart below. What stands out to you? What can you relate to?

Possible answers: Answers will vary. See chart below.
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Read out loud: Chapter 2 of Romans is kinda rough. There’s a lot of bad news, and it’s a lot about our

sinful nature, but the good news is coming…!

For Discussion and Accountability

? Which of the religion vs. gospel statements stand out or convict you? Are there any of these that are

easier for you to fall into the “religion” category?

? This coming week, how can you practically rest in the good news of God’s grace?
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