3 John

Week 9 - Faithfulness

?

¢« What do you think it means to be faithful? Conversely, what does it mean to be unfaithful?

?

+ What/who are you faithful to in your life? Why?

Optional Transition: In this final letter, 3 John, we'll see faithfulness put into action.

3 John (NIV)

! The elder,

To my dear friend Gaius, whom | love in the truth.

2 Dear friend, | pray that you may enjoy good health and that all may go well with you, even as your soul
is getting along well. * It gave me great joy when some believers came and testified about your
faithfulness to the truth, telling how you continue to walk in it. * | have no greater joy than to hear that
my children are walking in the truth.

> Dear friend, you are faithful in what you are doing for the brothers and sisters, even though they are
strangers to you. ® They have told the church about your love. Please send them on their way in a
manner that honors God. ’ It was for the sake of the Name that they went out, receiving no help from
the pagans. ® We ought therefore to show hospitality to such people so that we may work together for
the truth.

? | wrote to the church, but Diotrephes, who loves to be first, will not welcome us. *° So when | come, |
will call attention to what he is doing, spreading malicious nonsense about us. Not satisfied with that, he
even refuses to welcome other believers. He also stops those who want to do so and puts them out of
the church.

! Dear friend, do not imitate what is evil but what is good. Anyone who does what is good is from God.
Anyone who does what is evil has not seen God. > Demetrius is well spoken of by everyone—and even
by the truth itself. We also speak well of him, and you know that our testimony is true.

3| have much to write you, but | do not want to do so with pen and ink. ** | hope to see you soon, and
we will talk face to face.

Peace to you. The friends here send their greetings. Greet the friends there by name.
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Faithfulness To The Truth

?

¢« What do you think it means to be “faithful to the truth” (vs. 3)? How does this pair with “walking in

the truth”?

jonal Transition: We find similar lan in

In the case of Gaius, adherence to the
Galatians 5, as Paul calls people to walk in the Spirit. truth of Christ was practically expressed
in terms of loving hospitality (wv. 5-6).
The two spiritual characteristics of

Read Out Loud: Galatians 5:13-26 (NIV) e S are A
and together speak of the believer’s

3 You, my brothers and sisters, were called to be free. : ) T
profession and practice. The implication

of John's insistence on “truth” in this

rather, serve one another humbly in love. ** For the verse, although not articulated, may well

entire law is fulfilled in keeping this one command: be that Gaius and encountered and

“Love your neighbor as yourself” ** If you bite and overcome threats from heretical

devour each other, watch out or you will be destroyed opponents of the truth Christian gospel.

-Word Biblical Commentary, Smalley, Pg.
3

But do not use your freedom to indulge the flesh;

by each other.

% S0 | say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the
desires of the flesh. * For the flesh desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary
to the flesh. They are in conflict with each other, so that you are not to do whatever you want. *® But if
you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law.

% The acts of the flesh are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery;* idolatry and
witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions ** and envy;
drunkenness, orgies, and the like. | warn you, as | did before, that those who live like this will not inherit
the kingdom of God.

22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law.?* Those who belong to Christ Jesus have
crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. ** Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the
Spirit. % Let us not become conceited, provoking and envying each other.

?

¢ What similarities or differences do you see in “walking in the truth” vs. “walking in the Spirit?”

?

¢« What does vs. 11 of 3 John say about the fruit of a relationship with God in our lives? What does the

Galatians passage add?
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?

« Gaius demonstrates that he is walking in the truth by showing hospitality (vv.5-6). How else can we

demonstrate that we are walking in the truth?

?

¢ Gaius is called faithful in vs. 3 and again in vs. 5. Based on what we see in 3 John, what does it mean

to be faithful? How is this the same/different from how you defined faithfulness earlier in our study?

?

¢« How does knowing God, and understanding Him, allow you to rely on His faithfulness?

Faithfulness In Community

?

¢« What does it mean to be in community with other believers?

?

¢« Optional: In vs. 3 we see that John received joy from hearing about Gaius’s faithfulness. In what ways

do we celebrate others’ works in the church?

?

¢« How does 3 John demonstrate how faithfulness is enacted in community?

?

¢« 3John displays the joys and challenges of Gospel community. What are some of them? What are
some of the joys and challenges you’ve experienced?

?

¢« How can we as a community encourage each other to be more faithful?

For Discussion and Accountability

?

« In what ways can you walk in greater faithfulness this week?

?

¢ Inwhat ways do you struggle to walk in the truth?
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