
1 John 2:28-3:10

Week 4 - Living As A Child Of God

Learning Objectives

● Understand what it means to be a child of God.

● Consider how our actions do or do not reflect our standing as a child of God.

Steps To Prepare (For Leaders)

● Read through the materials. This passage could bring up questions about how people

are saved or if they can lose their salvation because of sin. We try to address these

potential questions in the material, so know the material and be prepared to redirect or

ask people to hold their questions if the material addresses the question later.

● Think of an example of ‘lawlessness’ you could use for one of the questions.

Pray for your time together as a group.

? Think of a tradition that your family had or some quality they had that made them unique

when you were growing up. What was that tradition/quality? (Feel free to use as zany an

example as you can think of!)

Read Out Loud: 1 John 2:28-3:10 (NIV)
28 And now, dear children, continue in him, so that when he appears we may be confident and

unashamed before him at his coming.
29 If you know that he is righteous, you know that everyone who does what is right has been

born of him.

1 See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God!

And that is what we are! The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 2

Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made known.

But we know that when Christ appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. 3 All

who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure.

4 Everyone who sins breaks the law; in fact, sin is lawlessness. 5 But you know that he appeared

so that he might take away our sins. And in him is no sin. 6 No one who lives in him keeps on

sinning. No one who continues to sin has either seen him or known him.
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7 Dear children, do not let anyone lead you astray. The one who does what is right is righteous,

just as he is righteous. 8 The one who does what is sinful is of the devil, because the devil has

been sinning from the beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the devil’s

work. 9 No one who is born of God will continue to sin, because God’s seed remains in them;

they cannot go on sinning, because they have been born of God. 10 This is how we know who

the children of God are and who the children of the devil are: Anyone who does not do what is

right is not God’s child, nor is anyone who does not love their brother and sister.

? John addresses the people he is writing to as children of God (2:28 - 3:2). According to John

1:12-13, how does one become a child of God?

John 1:12-13 (NIV): “Yet to all who did receive him, to those who

believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of

God— 13 children born not of natural descent, nor of human

decision or a husband’s will, but born of God.”

Possible Answers: One becomes a child of God by receiving Christ by believing that he was who

he said he was and in his saving work on earth. You could also look at Galatians 3:26 or

Ephesians 1:4-6 for further explanation.

? In our current culture and even more so in John’s culture, people think or thought of children

as inheriting certain traits, rights, privileges, or material items from their parents. What does

John say that we inherit as children of God?

Possible Answers: His purity (v3), his new creation or resurrection body (v2), his righteousness

(v7), his love, his victory over the devil and sin (v8-9) and the fact that he is unknown by the

world (v1).

? How does the notion that you are a child of God change the way you view yourself?

Possible Answers: It makes us feel like we have value, being brought into a family where the

father is God of the universe, it makes us feel like we are wrapped up in his story for the world. It

gives us dignity, respect, and love, in ways we could never imagine, if we could grasp it. You can

possibly relate this to the icebreaker, to try and get the group to see it’s a similar concept. You

are born into a family with these qualities.

© Hope Community Church 2016, reviewed 2022

hopecc.com

https://hopecc.com/


? In comparison to the traits inherited by the children of God, how does John say you can

recognize children of the devil?

Possible Answers: People who are lawless, who break the law, and who continue in sin. “Anyone

who does not do what is right is not God’s child, nor is anyone who does not love their brother

and sister”

? What examples of lawlessness do you see in our culture or our personal lives today?

Possible Answers: People feel completely free to treat others in a way that is “right in their own

eyes”, with no regard for others, etc. It seems that the way to get ahead in life is lawlessness.

Leader’s Note: Perhaps you want to take a recent news story where some aspect of this may be

true.

? This comparison between children of God and children of the devil (verse 10) creates a

tension because we know that even those who believe in Christ still sin. How does what John

1:12-13 says about how we become children of God reconcile the tension in this comparison

between children of God and children of the devil?

Possible Answers: Because we are united in Christ

through believing in him, God sees us the way he

sees Christ - sinless.

? If John is not saying that we lose our status as

children of God when we sin, why do you think he

draws out the comparison between children of

God and children of the devil?

Possible Answers: John points out that there is a

visible difference between children of God and children of the devil. We should be able to look at

our lives and see fruit and actions that reflect our status as children of God. John shows  us that

when we are sinning, we are not acting like the children of God that we actually are, and are

instead acting like we are someone else’s children, namely, the devil’s. If we truly see ourselves

as children of God and understand what Jesus did to accomplish that, we should live differently.
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For Discussion and Accountability

? In what ways are you not acting like a child of God in your day-to-day life right now?

? How can we help you bring your actions in line with your status as a child of God?
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