The Gospel Changes Everything small Group Discussion

SIX
GOSPEL POWER vs.
WORLDLY POWER

DISCUSSION
OVERVIEW

This discussion will focus on the worldly
power that comes from us, and the gospel
power that comes from God.

SERIES OVERVIEW

Why have so many efforts to change our
world proven ineffective, or even
destructive?! What does it mean to be a
faithful presence of Christ in this world? This
series will explore how the church can play
a role in affecting positive change. The
gospel, rather than politics or worldly power
or wealth or social media or reclusiveness,
changes everything.

POSSIBLE FURTHER
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

* What does scripture say?

* What does culture say?

* Which voices are speaking to you
too quietly or too loudly?

* Where does Christ come into
play / redeem this?

* How is this issue helping or
hindering human flourishing?

* Where is the hope misplaced
here?

* How can you lean into gospel
power vs. weight of this issue?

* How does this affect our small
group!?

* How can you be a faithful
presence in your life?

LOOK What do we see around us and in our lives?
Which super power do you think would be the
most useful for you?

BOOK what does Scripture say about this?

2 Corinthians 4:7-12

7But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing
power is from God and not from us. 8 We are hard pressed on every
side, but not crushed; perplexed, but not in despair; ? persecuted, but
not abandoned; struck down, but not destroyed. 19 We always carry
around in our body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also
be revealed in our body. ! For we who are alive are always being given
over to death for Jesus' sake, so that his life may also be revealed in our
mortal body. '2So then, death is at work in us, but life is at work in you.

Romans 8:31-39

3'What, then, shall we say in response to these things? If God is for

us, who can be against us?! 32 He who did not spare his own Son, but
gave him up for us all—how will he not also, along with him, graciously
give us all things? 33 Who will bring any charge against those whom God
has chosen? It is God who justifies. 3* Who then is the one who
condemns? No one. Christ Jesus who died—more than that, who was
raised to life—is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for

us. 3> Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or
hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or

sword? 36 As it is written: “For your sake we face death all day long; we
are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.” 37 No, in all these things we
are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38 For | am
convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons,
neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, 39 neither height nor
depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from
the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

How would you describe worldly power?
Possible answers: forceful, dominating, controlling, winner take all, coercive, etc.

How would you describe Godly/gospel power?
Possible answers: submission to the Father, rejection of worldly status, humility,
service, love, non-coercive, etc.

Where do you most often pursue worldly power
or prefer to see your power over God’s power?
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Story of the
Good News of Jesus.

Creation
God makes all things and they are good

Fall

God's people tum away from God, things
are broken. Death and sin rule over all
things.

Redemption

God, through Jesus’ death and
resurrection, rescues his people and
defeats death and sin.

Restoration
Jesus retumns to be with his people, end
all brokenness, and make all things right.

THE GOSPEL 7he Good News of Jesus

Which aspects of God’s power do you find most
encouraging? Most challenging?

How do you balance your own skills & strengths
with God’s power in your daily life?

Accountability/Reflection

Share together and pray for each other

TOOK what wil you take away from today’s discussion?
Possible questions to consider:

Consider what God is telling you stop, start,
change, or continue.

What part of the gospel do you forget and need
to remember this week?

Who do you know who needs to know the truth
you discussed today?



