
Hope Community Church

Week 9 - Our Statement of Faith: The Ordinances

Ordinance: a prescribed religious rite.

Synonyms: rite, ritual, ceremony, sacrament, observance, service, usage, institution, practice

? What are some religious ordinances you are familiar with?

Possible answers: baptism, communion, reconciliation, confirmation, anointing, marriage, priesthood

? What are some of your experiences with baptism and communion? Have you had any discussions

with Christians or non-Christians about these ordinances?

Possible answers: Answers will vary.

From Hope’s Statement of Faith:

The Ordinances: We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ has committed two ordinances to the local church:

baptism and the Lord’s Supper. We believe that Christian baptism is the public declaration of a believer’s

faith in Christ alone for the forgiveness of their sins. We believe that immersion of the believer in water

in the name of the triune God is the richest expression of the New Testament example. We believe that

the Lord’s Supper was instituted by Christ for commemoration of His death. We believe that these two

ordinances should be observed and administered until the return of the Lord Jesus Christ. Matt.

28:18-20; Rom. 6:3-5; 1 Cor. 11:23-26

Part I: Baptism

Mark 1:9-11 (NIV)
9 At that time Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 10 Just as Jesus

was coming up out of the water, he saw heaven being torn open and the Spirit descending on him like a

dove. 11 And a voice came from heaven: “You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.”

Acts 1:4-5 (NIV)
4 On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this command: “Do not leave

Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. 5 For John

baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.”

Acts 2:38-41 (NIV)
38 Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the

forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 The promise is for you and your

children and for all who are far off—for all whom the Lord our God will call.”

© Hope Community Church 2020, reviewed 2022

hopecc.com

https://hopecc.com/


40 With many other words he warned them; and he pleaded with them, “Save yourselves from this

corrupt generation.” 41 Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand were

added to their number that day.

? Why would Jesus need to be baptized if he never

sinned?

Possible answers: To give us an example to follow, to

show humble obedience.

? What are the differences between baptism of the

Holy Spirit and water baptism?

Possible answers: Baptism of the Holy Spirit is an

inward experience between you and the Lord. Water

baptism is an outward expression of the inward

experience. Water baptism is to be done in a

community.

? From these scriptures, who should be baptized?

Possible answers: Every person who has made the decision to believe in Christ.

Romans 6:3-5 (NIV)
3 Or don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4 We

were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from

the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.

5 For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly also be united with him in a

resurrection like his.

? What are some outward symbols of commitments

made in your heart?

Possible answers: baptism, communion, wedding

ring, a sports-related article of clothing

Immersion is the “richest expression” of baptism, so

we practice baptism in this way at Hope.
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? How does baptism bring unity?

Possible answers: Unity to the body of believers; we are one spirit and one body.

? What do these scriptures say about our brand-new life?

Possible answers: We have unity with Christ, forgiveness of sins, and life in Christ.

Part II: The Lord’s Supper

Matthew 26:17-30 (NIV)
17 On the first day of the Festival of Unleavened Bread, the disciples came to Jesus and asked, “Where do

you want us to make preparations for you to eat the Passover?”

18 He replied, “Go into the city to a certain man and tell him, ‘The Teacher says: My appointed time is

near. I am going to celebrate the Passover with my disciples at your house.’” 19 So the disciples did as

Jesus had directed them and prepared the Passover.

20 When evening came, Jesus was reclining at the table with the Twelve. 21 And while they were eating, he

said, “Truly I tell you, one of you will betray me.”

22 They were very sad and began to say to him one after the other, “Surely you don’t mean me, Lord?”

23 Jesus replied, “The one who has dipped his hand into the bowl with me will betray me. 24 The Son of

Man will go just as it is written about him. But woe to that man who betrays the Son of Man! It would be

better for him if he had not been born.”

25 Then Judas, the one who would betray him, said, “Surely you don’t mean me, Rabbi?”

Jesus answered, “You have said so.”

26 While they were eating, Jesus took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his

disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body.”

27 Then he took a cup, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of

you. 28 This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. 29 I tell

you, I will not drink from this fruit of the vine from now on until that day when I drink it new with you in

my Father’s kingdom.”

30 When they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives.
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? What is the context of these verses?

Possible Answers: The disciples are sharing one last meal with Jesus before he endured the cross, Judas

has just agreed to betray Jesus, Passover, that one painting you see all the time around Easter.

? What does the Passover feast commemorate?

Possible Answer: The Passover feast represents the Israelites’ deliverance from the 10th Egyptian plague

by putting the blood of a lamb on their door frame. (And thus, this is foreshadowing our deliverance

through the shedding of Jesus’ blood).

? What can we make of the intimacy of Jesus

reclining against his disciples during this meal?

Possible Answers: Biblical community; Jesus had close

and personal relationships with his followers, which

serve as a reminder of the relationship we have with

God.

? Why is it significant that Jesus refers to the cup as

the “blood of the covenant?”

Possible Answers: Covenants were sealed with the

shedding of blood through a sacrifice. Jesus is

establishing his role as the mediator of a new

covenant between God and man. (Genesis 15)

1 Corinthians 11:23-26
23 For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: The Lord Jesus, on the night he was

betrayed, took bread, 24 and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my body, which is

for you; do this in remembrance of me.” 25 In the same way, after supper he took the cup, saying, “This

cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26 For

whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

? What is the context of Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians?

Possible Answers: Paul is writing to the church in Corinth to address issues of Christian conduct in the

church at Corinth
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? Verse 24 says “This is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me.” What is the

“remembrance” of this verse?

Possible Answers: Jesus’ death and sacrifice in the cross.

? How does communion “proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes?

Possible Answers: By taking communion we acknowledge the death and sacrifice of Jesus on the cross for

our sins. This death proclaims the new covenant mediated by Jesus through his ultimate sacrifice. This is

a chance for believers to show the world the beauty of the gospel.

For Discussion and Accountability

? In what areas of our lives do we need to publicly declare our faith in Christ alone? How can we do

that, in addition to baptism?

? How can we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes in our daily lives?
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