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How	 aware	 is	 a	 fish	 of	 the	 water	 in	 which	 it	 swims?	 Not	 very.	 Similarly,	 we	 swim	 in	
cultural	water	everyday,	often	without	realization	or	examination.	


To	complicate	 the	matter,	we	 live	 in	a	very	polarizing	time.	American	culture	demands	
that	we	adhere	to	certain	cultural	dogmas,	but	it	takes	great	thoughtfulness	and	courage	
to	stop	and	consider	whether	or	not	these	dogmas	have	Biblical	basis	or	truth.	


In	this	eight-week	series,	we	will	examine	eight	prevalent	messages	our	culture	preaches	
that,	for	better	or	worse,	create	the	“water	in	which	we	swim”	everyday.	We	will	discuss	
the	benefits	and	drawbacks	of	each	when	considered	in	light	of	the	gospel.


NOTE:	There	may	be	slight	changes	to	what	follows,	primarily	in	the	main	passage(s)	
used.		However,	the	ones	shared	below	will	be	a	great	start	and	very	applicable	for	the	
sermons.




Week	7

Sermon	Date:	11/25/18


The	Inclusion	Narrative


A	Brief	Definition:	We	need	to	include	everyone	in	everything	all	the	time.


?	What	are	your	thoughts	on	this	definition?	What	would	you	add	or	change?





?	Where	do	you	see	the	inclusion	narrative	play	out	in	your	life?	In	what	ways	is	
inclusion	a	beneficial	thing?	It	what	ways	can	absolute	inclusion	be	harmful?





￼ 		John	4:1-26	(NIV)

Now	Jesus	learned	that	the	Pharisees	had	heard	that	he	was	gaining	and	baptizing	more	
disciples	than	John—	2	although	in	fact	it	was	not	Jesus	who	baptized,	but	his	
disciples.	3	So	he	left	Judea	and	went	back	once	more	to	Galilee.	4	Now	he	had	to	go	
through	Samaria.	5	So	he	came	to	a	town	in	Samaria	called	Sychar,	near	the	plot	of	
ground	Jacob	had	given	to	his	son	Joseph.	6	Jacob’s	well	was	there,	and	Jesus,	tired	as	he	
was	from	the	journey,	sat	down	by	the	well.	It	was	about	noon.


7	When	a	Samaritan	woman	came	to	draw	water,	Jesus	said	to	her,	“Will	you	give	me	a	
drink?”	8	(His	disciples	had	gone	into	the	town	to	buy	food.)	


9	The	Samaritan	woman	said	to	him,	“You	are	a	Jew	and	I	am	a	Samaritan	woman.	How	
can	you	ask	me	for	a	drink?”	(For	Jews	do	not	associate	with	Samaritans.)


10	Jesus	answered	her,	“If	you	knew	the	gift	of	God	and	who	it	is	that	asks	you	for	a	drink,	
you	would	have	asked	him	and	he	would	have	given	you	living	water.”


This	Narrative	in	Culture
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11	“Sir,”	the	woman	said,	“you	have	nothing	to	draw	with	and	the	well	is	deep.	Where	can	
you	get	this	living	water?	12	Are	you	greater	than	our	father	Jacob,	who	gave	us	the	
well	and	drank	from	it	himself,	as	did	also	his	sons	and	his	livestock?”


13	Jesus	answered,	“Everyone	who	drinks	this	water	will	be	thirsty	again,	14	but	whoever	
drinks	the	water	I	give	them	will	never	thirst.	Indeed,	the	water	I	give	them	will	become	
in	them	a	spring	of	water	welling	up	to	eternal	life.”


15	The	woman	said	to	him,	“Sir,	give	me	this	water	so	that	I	won’t	get	thirsty	and	have	to	
keep	coming	here	to	draw	water.”


16	He	told	her,	“Go,	call	your	husband	and	come	back.”


17	“I	have	no	husband,”	she	replied.


Jesus	said	to	her,	“You	are	right	when	you	say	you	have	no	husband.	18	The	fact	is,	you	
have	had	five	husbands,	and	the	man	you	now	have	is	not	your	husband.	What	you	have	
just	said	is	quite	true.”


19	“Sir,”	the	woman	said,	“I	can	see	that	you	are	a	prophet.	20	Our	ancestors	worshiped	on	
this	mountain,	but	you	Jews	claim	that	the	place	where	we	must	worship	is	in	
Jerusalem.”


21	“Woman,”	Jesus	replied,	“believe	me,	a	time	is	coming	when	you	will	worship	the	
Father	neither	on	this	mountain	nor	in	Jerusalem.	22	You	Samaritans	worship	what	you	
do	not	know;	we	worship	what	we	do	know,	for	salvation	is	from	the	Jews.	23	Yet	a	time	
is	coming	and	has	now	come	when	the	true	worshipers	will	worship	the	Father	in	the	
Spirit	and	in	truth,	for	they	are	the	kind	of	worshipers	the	Father	seeks.	24	God	is	
spirit,	and	his	worshipers	must	worship	in	the	Spirit	and	in	truth.”


25	The	woman	said,	“I	know	that	Messiah”	(called	Christ)	“is	coming.	When	he	comes,	he	
will	explain	everything	to	us.”


26	Then	Jesus	declared,	“I,	the	one	speaking	to	you—I	am	he.”


￼ 	Discuss	the	examples	above.


?	How	does	this	passage	show	Christ’s	heart	for	inclusion?


￼ 		Isaiah	57:14	(NIV)

14	And	it	will	be	said:


“Build	up,	build	up,	prepare	the	road! 
				Remove	the	obstacles	out	of	the	way	of	my	people.”




￼ 		Matt.	25:43-44	(NIV)

43	“You	have	heard	that	it	was	said,	‘Love	your	neighbor	and	hate	your	enemy.’44	But	I	tell	
you,	love	your	enemies	and	pray	for	those	who	persecute	you,


￼ 		Deut.	10:19	(NIV)

17	For	the	LORD	your	God	is	God	of	gods	and	Lord	of	lords,	the	great	God,	mighty	and	
awesome,	who	shows	no	partiality	and	accepts	no	bribes.	18	He	defends	the	cause	of	the	
fatherless	and	the	widow,	and	loves	the	foreigner	residing	among	you,	giving	them	food	
and	clothing.	19	And	you	are	to	love	those	who	are	foreigners,	for	you	yourselves	were	
foreigners	in	Egypt.	

	


￼ 		Lev.	19:34	(NIV)

33	“‘When	a	foreigner	resides	among	you	in	your	land,	do	not	mistreat	them.	34	The	
foreigner	residing	among	you	must	be	treated	as	your	native-born.	Love	them	as	
yourself,	for	you	were	foreigners	in	Egypt.	I	am	the	LORD	your	God.


?	How	do	the	passages	above	demonstrate	inclusion	of	others?	How	should	we,	as	
followers	of	Christ,	be	living	inclusively?


?	What	are	examples	where	Christians	excluded	and	should	not	have?	What	are	
historical	examples	of	barriers	that	the	church	has	unnecessarily	added	which	have	
separated	people	from	the	gospel	or	people	from	the	church?


?	We	are	called	to	remove	obstacles.	Are	you	exclusive	in	a	way	that	puts	unnecessary	
barriers	between	others	and	the	gospel?	What	are	examples	of	obstacles	that	the	church	
can	and	should	remove	so	that	others	might	hear	the	gospel	message?


￼ 		1	Peter	2:6-10	(NIV)

6	For	in	Scripture	it	says:


“See,	I	lay	a	stone	in	Zion, 
				a	chosen	and	precious	cornerstone, 
and	the	one	who	trusts	in	him 
				will	never	be	put	to	shame.”

7	Now	to	you	who	believe,	this	stone	is	precious.	But	to	those	who	do	not	believe,


“The	stone	the	builders	rejected 
				has	become	the	cornerstone,”

8	and,


“A	stone	that	causes	people	to	stumble 
				and	a	rock	that	makes	them	fall.”




They	stumble	because	they	disobey	the	message—which	is	also	what	they	were	
destined	for.

9	But	you	are	a	chosen	people,	a	royal	priesthood,	a	holy	nation,	God’s	special	
possession,	that	you	may	declare	the	praises	of	him	who	called	you	out	of	darkness	into	
his	wonderful	light.	10	Once	you	were	not	a	people,	but	now	you	are	the	people	of	
God;	once	you	had	not	received	mercy,	but	now	you	have	received	mercy.


￼ 		1	Cor.	6:14-7:1	(NIV)

14	By	his	power	God	raised	the	Lord	from	the	dead,	and	he	will	raise	us	also.	15	Do	you	
not	know	that	your	bodies	are	members	of	Christ	himself?	Shall	I	then	take	the	members	
of	Christ	and	unite	them	with	a	prostitute?	Never!	16	Do	you	not	know	that	he	who	
unites	himself	with	a	prostitute	is	one	with	her	in	body?	For	it	is	said,	“The	two	will	
become	one	flesh.”	17	But	whoever	is	united	with	the	Lord	is	one	with	him	in	spirit.


18	Flee	from	sexual	immorality.	All	other	sins	a	person	commits	are	outside	the	body,	but	
whoever	sins	sexually,	sins	against	their	own	body.	19	Do	you	not	know	that	your	bodies	
are	temples	of	the	Holy	Spirit,	who	is	in	you,	whom	you	have	received	from	God?	You	
are	not	your	own;	20	you	were	bought	at	a	price.	Therefore	honor	God	with	your	bodies.


Now	for	the	matters	you	wrote	about:	“It	is	good	for	a	man	not	to	have	sexual	relations	
with	a	woman.”


￼ 		Luke	10:1-11	(NIV)

After	this	the	Lord	appointed	seventy-two	others	and	sent	them	two	by	two	ahead	of	
him	to	every	town	and	place	where	he	was	about	to	go.	2	He	told	them,	“The	harvest	is	
plentiful,	but	the	workers	are	few.	Ask	the	Lord	of	the	harvest,	therefore,	to	send	out	
workers	into	his	harvest	field.	3	Go!	I	am	sending	you	out	like	lambs	among	wolves.	4	Do	
not	take	a	purse	or	bag	or	sandals;	and	do	not	greet	anyone	on	the	road.


5	“When	you	enter	a	house,	first	say,	‘Peace	to	this	house.’	6	If	someone	who	promotes	
peace	is	there,	your	peace	will	rest	on	them;	if	not,	it	will	return	to	you.7	Stay	there,	
eating	and	drinking	whatever	they	give	you,	for	the	worker	deserves	his	wages.	Do	not	
move	around	from	house	to	house.


8	“When	you	enter	a	town	and	are	welcomed,	eat	what	is	offered	to	you.	9	Heal	the	sick	
who	are	there	and	tell	them,	‘The	kingdom	of	God	has	come	near	to	you.’10	But	when	
you	enter	a	town	and	are	not	welcomed,	go	into	its	streets	and	say,11	‘Even	the	dust	of	
your	town	we	wipe	from	our	feet	as	a	warning	to	you.	Yet	be	sure	of	this:	The	kingdom	
of	God	has	come	near.’	12	I	tell	you,	it	will	be	more	bearable	on	that	day	for	Sodom	than	
for	that	town.




￼ 		Matt.	7:15-20	(NIV)

15	“Watch	out	for	false	prophets.	They	come	to	you	in	sheep’s	clothing,	but	inwardly	they	
are	ferocious	wolves.	16	By	their	fruit	you	will	recognize	them.	Do	people	pick	grapes	
from	thorn	bushes,	or	figs	from	thistles?	17	Likewise,	every	good	tree	bears	good	fruit,	
but	a	bad	tree	bears	bad	fruit.	18	A	good	tree	cannot	bear	bad	fruit,	and	a	bad	tree	
cannot	bear	good	fruit.	19	Every	tree	that	does	not	bear	good	fruit	is	cut	down	and	
thrown	into	the	fire.	20	Thus,	by	their	fruit	you	will	recognize	them.


?	How	do	the	passages	talk	about	limits	to	inclusion?	What	are	the	parameters	around	
which	Christians	would/should	exclude?


?	In	what	ways	has	the	exclusive	message	of	the	gospel	become	displeasing	to	our	
culture?	As	followers	of	Christ,	how	are	we	to	respond	to	those	objections?


?	How	are	we	to	view	this	cultural	narrative	in	light	of	gospel?




?	Identify	one	person	in	your	life	where	culture	is	most	prominently	calling	to	you	
include	someone.	Based	on	the	message	and	your	small	group	discussion,	why	have	you	
chosen	to	be	inclusive	(or	not)	of	this	person?	If	no	one	comes	to	mind,	can	you	find	one	
person	in	your	spheres	that	you	could	show	radical	inclusion	to	based	on	the	gospel?


Application	&	Accountability



