Acts 19:1-22
The Presence and Power of the Holy Spirit

?

I Icebreaker: Has there ever been a time when you were the last one to hear about something

important that happened? What happened?

Introduction
This passage discusses two responses to the Holy Spirit’s presence: acceptance and rejection. The second

half of the passage (verses 11-22) discusses how the Holy Spirit’s power was used to further the Gospel,
but was also misconstrued by those not following Christ.

Acts 19:1-10 (NIV)
! While Apollos was at Corinth, Paul took the road through the interior and arrived at Ephesus. There he
found some disciples?and asked them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?”

They answered, “No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.”

*So Paul asked, “Then what baptism did you receive?”

“John’s baptism,” they replied.

*Paul said, “John’s baptism was a baptism of repentance. He told the people to believe in the one coming
after him, that is, in Jesus.” > On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. *When
Paul placed his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came on them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied.
’There were about twelve men in all.

8 Paul entered the synagogue and spoke boldly there for three months, arguing persuasively about the

kingdom of God. ° But some of them became obstinate; they “Paul then enquired about their baptism,
refused to believe and publicly maligned the Way. So Paul and learned that it was the
left them. He took the disciples with him and had discussions =Rl = ek & N =] g R L0 e s E1lag (=0
daily in the lecture hall of Tyrannus. *° This went on for two and administered by John the Baptist - a
years, so that all the Jews and Greeks who lived in the baptism of expectation rather than one
province of Asia heard the word of the Lord. of fulfilment, as Christian baptism now
p) was. Accordingly, he explained to them
¢ Why did these believers not have the Holy Spirit (v. 2)? the anticipatory character of the
Johannite rite; it was closely bound up
with John's proclamation of lesus as the
? What are some examples of acceptance or rejection of Coming One. But now that Jesus had

the Holy Spirit evidenced in this passage? What could come and accomplished His mission on
earth, now that He was raised from the

dead and exalted at God's right hand,
whence He has send the promised gift of

accepting or rejecting the Holy Spirit look like in today’s
world?

the Holy Spirit, an anticipatory baptism

? Optional Question: Is anyone willing to share their story of BRAGCERUEId UG UEIEERTRLELELITE] Ry
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I i | following Jesus?



?

I Invs. 8-10, the passage discusses Paul sharing the Gospel for months (vs. 8) and years (vs. 10), and

some listeners “refused to believe.” Has there been a time when you have continually shared the Gospel
with someone and they have rejected Jesus?

?

f What can we learn from Paul’s example in sharing the “word of the Lord”?

Acts 19:11-22 (NIV)

" God did extraordinary miracles through Paul, *?so that even handkerchiefs and aprons that had
touched him were taken to the sick, and their illnesses were cured and the evil spirits left them.

3Some Jews who went around driving out evil spirits tried to invoke the name of the Lord Jesus over
those who were demon-possessed. They would say, “In the name of the Jesus whom Paul preaches, |
command you to come out.” ** Seven sons of Sceva, a Jewish chief priest, were doing this. **One day the
evil spirit answered them, “Jesus | know, and Paul | know about, but who are you?” ** Then the man who
had the evil spirit jumped on them and overpowered them all. He gave them such a beating that they
ran out of the house naked and bleeding.

”When this became known to the Jews and Greeks living in Ephesus, they were all seized with fear, and
the name of the Lord Jesus was held in high honor. *® Many of those who believed now came and openly
confessed what they had done. * A number who had practiced sorcery brought their scrolls together and
burned them publicly. When they calculated the value of the scrolls, the total came to fifty thousand
drachmas. ?°In this way the word of the Lord spread widely and grew in power.

21 After all this had happened, Paul decided to go to Jerusalem, passing through Macedonia and Achaia.
“After | have been there,” he said, “I must visit Rome also.” ?*He sent two of his helpers, Timothy and
Erastus, to Macedonia, while he stayed in the province of Asia a little longer.

? Are there other examples in Scripture that you can think of where the Holy Spirit miraculously heals
without human interaction (i.e., without even touching)?

?

I What do these examples tell us about how the Holy Spirit works?

?

I In contrast, how do individuals in vs. 13-14 misunderstand how the Holy Spirit works?



?

I Optional Question: Read Mark 4:26-29 (NIV). *® He also said, “This is what the kingdom of God is like.

A man scatters seed on the ground. % Night and day, whether he sleeps or gets up, the seed sprouts and
grows, though he does not know how. £ All by itself the soil produces grain—first the stalk, then the

head, then the full kernel in the head. # As soon as the grain is ripe, he puts the sickle to it, because the
harvest has come.”

What does this passage teach us about our responsibility in sharing the Gospel and the Holy Spirit’s
ultimate role?

?

I What was the purpose or ultimate goal behind these extraordinary miracles?

For Discussion and Accountability
? Even though we know it is the power of the Holy Spirit that convicts people of their need for Jesus,

are there individuals with whom you could “plant the seed”?

?

I Is there anyone that you have been persevering in sharing Jesus with, for months and years like Paul,

that we can pray for together right now?



