Acts 15:22-41

Conflict And Unity

?

¢ Share about a time when you dealt with conflict with another person. What happened?

Previously In Acts

We left our early church leaders, Paul and Barnabas, in the midst of responding to a disagreement they
were having with the teachers of the church in Antioch. The teachers had been adding circumcision as a
requirement for Gentile conversion to Christianity. Paul and Barnabas brought this issue to the other
apostles, and they agreed that circumcision was not necessary for salvation, though certain other
cultural practices (like abstaining from meat sacrificed to idols) might be honored as a way to prevent
fellow believers from struggling in their faith.

Acts 15:22-41 (NIV)

Then it seemed good to the apostles and the elders, with the whole church, to choose men from
among them and send them to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas. They sent Judas called Barsabbas, and
Silas, leading men among the brothers, 2 with the following letter: “The brothers, both the apostles and
the elders, to the brothers who are of the Gentiles in Antioch and Syria and Cilicia, greetings. ** Since we
have heard that some persons have gone out from us and troubled you with words, unsettling your
minds, although we gave them no instructions, *it has seemed good to us, having come to one accord,
to choose men and send them to you with our beloved Barnabas and Paul, > men who have risked their
lives for the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. >’ We have therefore sent Judas and Silas, who themselves
will tell you the same things by word of mouth. ®For it has seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to us to
lay on you no greater burden than these requirements: 2’ that you abstain from what has been sacrificed
to idols, and from blood, and from what has been strangled, and from sexual immorality. If you keep
yourselves from these, you will do well. Farewell.”

*So when they were sent off, they went down to Antioch, and having gathered the congregation
together, they delivered the letter. 3 And when they had read it, they rejoiced because of its
encouragement. ** And Judas and Silas, who were themselves prophets, encouraged and strengthened
the brothers with many words. ** And after they had spent some time, they were sent off in peace by the
brothers to those who had sent them. ** But Paul and Barnabas remained in Antioch, teaching and
preaching the word of the Lord, with many others also.

% And after some days Paul said to Barnabas, “Let us return and visit the brothers in every city
where we proclaimed the word of the Lord, and see how they are.” ¥ Now Barnabas wanted to take with
them John called Mark. * But Paul thought best not to take with them one who had withdrawn from
them in Pamphylia and had not gone with them to the work. ** And there arose a sharp disagreement, so

that they separated from each other. Barnabas took Mark with him and sailed away to Cyprus, *’ but Paul
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chose Silas and departed, having been commended by the brothers to the grace of the Lord. ** And he
went through Syria and Cilicia, strengthening the churches.

?

¢« What does a unified team look like? Conversely, what drives wedges between people?

?

¢ As believers, we're going to encounter situations of disagreement with people--both in and out of the

church. Discuss the following three scenarios, and how you might pursue unity in the midst of conflict.
Then, you can come up with a few of your own scenarios!

Scenario

1. Your co-worker has a differing vision on the
project you’re working on together.

2. Afriend of yours attends a church where the
organ is played each and every Sunday, and
they insist this is the only “proper” way to
pursue worship.

3. Your roommate thinks it’s okay to lie to your
landlord about how something was broken,
and this makes you uncomfortable.
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?

In this passage, we see two early church ]
* P & ¥ Brief References on John-Mark and Paul's

leaders have “a sharp disagreement” (vs. 39) in History:

Acts 13:13, “From Paphos, Paul and his
companions sailed to Perga in Pamphylia
Mark to come on their journey? Why do you think TRl R SRR e Ra T iR PRt (=111

regards to John-Mark. Why doesn’t Paul want

Barnabas disagreed with that decision? Colossians 4:10, “My fellow prisoner
Aristarchus sends you his greetings, as does
Mark, the cousin of Barnabas. (You have
received instructions about him; if he comes to

p) you, welcome him. )"
¢ Unity doesn’t necessarily mean a lack of

2 Timothy 4:9-11, “° Do your best to come to

conflict, but rather how you approach it. In the me quickly, '° for Demas, because he loved this

midst of their disagreement, where do Paul and world, has deserted me and has gone to

Barnabas find unity? Thessalonica. Crescens has gone to Galatia,
and Titus to Dalmatia. ** Only Luke is with me.
Get Mark and bring him with you, because he
is helpful to me in my ministry.”

?

¢ In verses 39-40 we see Paul and Barnabas

decide that going separate ways is the best for their relationship and ministry at this point. How should
we handle disagreements, especially when we feel passionately about an issue?

?

¢ In 2 Timothy 4:11 Paul asks Timothy to bring Mark to him, indicating that over time, the root cause of

Paul’s disagreement with Barnabas had been reconciled. What motivations, both good and bad, do we
have for pursuing reconciliation?

The Gospel message in and of itself is a conflict resolution method! We are in conflict with God through
our sin, and He took on the punishment for that so we could have true reconciliation with Him. If you’d
like to consider this more, a few passages that speak to this are Romans 5:9-11, 2 Corinthians 5:17-189,

and Colossians 1:21-23.

Matthew 18:15-17 (NIV)

> |f your brother or sister sins, go and point out their fault, just between the two of you. If they listen to
you, you have won them over. *® But if they will not listen, take one or two others along, so that ‘every
matter may be established by the testimony of two or three witnesses.” ” If they still refuse to listen, tell
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it to the church; and if they refuse to listen even to the church, treat them as you would a pagan or a tax
collector.

?

¢ Inlight of this passage and others, how do Additional Resources

we engage in conflict in a way that honors Peacemakers:
Christ and others? http://peacemaker.net/project/the-four-gs

Sermon: The Church On Fire: Acts 15:36-41

http://www.hopece.com/sermons/the-church-on
-fire-acts-1536-41/

? What benefits did Paul and Barnabas’

conflict bring? How might God use our conflict for His glory?

For Discussion and Accountability

?

¢ Are you a conflict creator? Is there someone you need to reconcile with this week, and how can you

start that process?

?

¢ Is conflict hindering your life or ministry? How can you thread the Gospel through your conflict,

towards yourself and others?
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