Information on Paul: (Taken from An Introduction to the New Testament, )

) Who is the author? (2 Cor. 1:1-2)

e What do we know about him from the Bible? (See: Acts 7:54-60; Acts 8:1-3; Acts 9;
Acts 16:16-40; and many others.)

e What else can we know about him? (See info. below.)

e When did he write 2 Cor.?

2 Corinthians 1:1-2
New International Version (NIV, 2011)

1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy our brother, To the
church of God in Corinth, together with all his holy people throughout Achaia:

2 Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
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apan from constraints imposed on the dating of these epasthes by the need
in Paul's movernents and wrimgs together, there s one fioued point. There 1s
snecription recording a resorrpt of the Emperor Clawdios 1o the people of Dhl-
i that mentions Gallio as holding the offioe of proconsul i Achaia during the
rriod of Clavndius's twenty-sixth acclamaton as meperazor™ —a penod known
other inscriptions®™ 1o cover the first seven months of AL 52 % Proconsuls
normally began their tour of duty on July 1. which means thar Gallio mﬂﬁbh-'._i.}é
sscended 1o the proconsulship em July 1. 51. Howewver, it is possible thay oy,
rescripd belongs to the very end of the seven-month period, in which case Gallyy
may have taken up his duties on July 1, 52 The latter date Jeaves only one mansly -
for the rescript, 3o the Tormer date is perhaps marginally more likely. = PR
If the Jews made their united attack on Paul {Acts 18:12) fairly early duging =
Crallio's proconsulship, then probably it was in the avtumn of ALk 51, Afpe
the case was dismissed, Paul stayed in Corinth for some time {Acts 18:18) and iy
then sailed for Synia, probably in the spring of 52. Paul’s two-and -a- half- yege
stint in Ephesus would have taken him to the autumn of 35, Paul wrote 1 Corg.
thians while be was in Ephesus, some ume before Pentecost (16:8), pr.uhh]!
during his last year-—that is, early in 55, with 2 Corinthians being complete -
within the next year or 5o, By that time be was in Macedonia (2 Cor. 2122913,
#:5; B:1-5; 9:2). Prnmarily because of the uncertainty over the beginning date
of Gallio's praconsulship, all of these dates could be advanced by one year.

PAUL'S BACKGROUND
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*Barn in Tarsus of Cilicia® (At 22:3)
0 Tarsus was e magen city in (Slicia, a region in the extreme southeastern,
part of Asia Minor. I Paul'v day the city wasthe capital of the Roman province
" Gyrin-Cilicia {see Gal. 1:20), 10 was prresperous, privileped (it was exenpt from
- Risman taoiisen ), il culiured, being Gamoos for iis schoals. ' Mot caly was Fal
+. ot i Tarsus, Tt he was also a citisen of this “nocedinary city™ {Act 21:39).
* - More important, however, wasthe fac vhat Paid was s eitisen of Rome. The
fomsans did eun conder cilizenship an jus anyonse, cely & small pescerage of
ple wha lved within the Romas Empore possnsed this peivalepe. Paul's
g Roeman ciizzenwhip was inkerived o b funily (Paval elaims, ") was borm a -
y e [Aces 22:28]), pevhaps because of soene deed o service performed by his
. father or prandfather for the Ramans. ! However achoewod, Paul’s Roman citl-
- grzabip was an importard arsd pravidental qualification For bas role as misson-
-y o the Raman Empire, It enabled him to escape detainment when his
 preaching brought disfavor {Act 16:37-39), 1o avord pnishment {Acte 22:23-
& 19), and v plead has case before the emperor's court i Reeme [Acts 25:10-12)
! E.. As s Roman citizen, Paud had three names: a fing name {pramomm), fam-
My name: (memen], and susname (cogmomen. OF these, we know ondy his cog-
<vermien, Tl {Paulis). Fauls native town may also have led him into his trade.
o hleeal product, cilietom, wak wsed 1o make tents, and Luke tells us that Faul
© was hiemeel{ 2 “tentinaker” ( Acts 18:3).* This is presumably the trade that Paul
. putissédd during his neisionary wark in order nol 10 burden the churches with his
*wapport (e g., | Thea 24,

}l.lmrthmnh this city” [Acts 22:3)
© . This phrase in Paul's speech on the tlemphe steps has given rise to a debate
*hﬁﬂhﬂﬂﬂﬂ]"lﬂ'lmh'wmmmm i Tursus or Jerusalem. The issue
- haa wttracted so euich attention becawse it Tigures in the debate about Paul's
8 .ﬁnunlﬂwld wins b midebted more 1 the Greel workd or o the |ewish world
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I'n:u' hus 1eaching? The contribution of thes phrase 1o the debate d:pnﬁmm

wsues. First, does “this awy”™ refer to the aty i which Paul 15 speaking
[]r-mn1m1j4:-r to the city he has just mentioned (Tarsus} Nigel Turner by
argued for the latter,* but the former is more likely, considering the seting of
Ihll-ptﬁl:h The secand rsue 15 the punctuation of the verse, the two possihl;. ":'r
ties being clearly represented in the TNIV and NRSY: -

TNIV: lam a Jew, barr in Tarsus of Cilicks, it browght up in this iy |
studied under Gamaliel and was thoroughly tramed in the b of cor ances.

MRSV | am a Jew, born at Tarsus in Cilica, h-uthtmg;l'n!upmlhumrn
the feet of Gamaliel, educated strctly acoonding 10 our ancestral kaw. . .

The THIV, by putting & period after "this city,” separates “brought up”™ Enu
“under Gamaliel," and this suggests that "brought up” refers to Paul’s parenta]
nurturing as a young child. Paul would then be implying that, although borngn
Tarsus, he was raised in J-ennﬂﬂn "The NRSY rendering, mm:-mber!md_-
by linking “brought up™ with “at the feet of Gamaliel,” requires that “brought
up "reler Lo Paul’s rabbimc education, a process that would have begun 'Iﬂ;'.'
early teens, (O this interpretation of the verse, Paul would perhaps be sugpest:
unvg that he was brought up in Tarsus, moving to Jerusalem only when he went
away 1o schwoal ® 5
But the punsctuation represented by the TNIV should probably be adopted
The three-stage sequence—— bomy/brought up/educated —was & natural suto:
biagraphical pattern. Nevertheless, this does not solve the matter, nor is i the
decisrve point in the debate about Paul's background. On the one hand, Pagl
would have had ample opportunity 1o pick up Hellenistic sdeas during has edhy :
cation in Jerusalemn (Hellensm was by no means unknown in Jercsalem ) ar dar
:I‘I-i his -[I-El::ﬂ:dt-lnl'll marstry in Tarsus alter his conversion. On the other hand,
even if Paul did spend the first ten or so years of his life in Tarsus, he need not'
have been imbued with Hellenistic ideas. Paul himsell streases that he was s
“Hebrew of Hebrews™ (Phal. 3:5), wrml.lr mﬂh‘lﬂ_thllhﬂ.h |'|.'I-|:I-I.I'ﬂ'ﬂ-l e
he himself were, linguistically and culturally, Jewish and Palestinian in their o

entation (see 2 Lo, 11:22, and the contrast between Hebrew and Hellenast in
Acts b:1). The home in which he was raised, whether locsted in Tarsus or in




Jerusalem, was one in which Aramaic was spoben and traditional Palestnaan Jew
ish customs were preserved ¥ 50 to the extent that Pauls background mileenced
his theology, that influence was mainly Palestinian and Jewish, But having sasd

.'- ¥ wnﬂnhhmﬂulmmmwﬂmmm

Cared "Falestinian” or “Hellenistic” and *Jewish.™ There was a difference, s Pal's
n chuirms imply. But the difference can be, and has at times, been cxapperated.

_'f dlemistic iheas had penetrated Palestine and Judadem i the first centary.  “In

a uﬂr:ﬂnlidmﬂwmpmn. " and Paul’s world was ane in which he

was exposed to many different influenoes and combanatsons of influences.

vughly trained in the law of our ancestors . . . pealous lor God™

Acts 22:1)

- Mot only was Paul by birth a "Hebrew of Helarews,™ but, as he never tired
of emphasizing (see also Acts 26:5; Gal, 1:14; Phil. 3.5 -6), be was by comnc-
stion a serious and ealous follower of Judasm, a member of s “snclest sect™
{Acts 26:5), the Pharisees. Although scholars disagree considerably over many
gpercts ol first -century Pharisasum, several things sre relstively clear. The Phar -

s paid 0 great deal of attention 1o the “oral law,” “the traditions of the elders™

7:3 par.), a body of regulations desipned to interpeet and supplement the
itten, Mosas: law, They had a number of fundamental disagrecments with the
dducees, sternmang from the Pharnsees” greates willingness 10 acoept dactrime

noft clearly stated in the Pemtateuch (e.g., the resurrection of the body: see Acts
£3:6-B). They exercised great miluence over the common people, whe respected
heir zeal for their beliels and their desire to sanctify all aspects of kfe '? Paul
trained under Gamaliel | (see Acts 26-3), a Phanisee of the school of Hillel,
| and has followers were generally known for their liberality, an attitude
evealed in Cramaliel's advice to the Sanhedrin about the early church (Acts

8- 39} Paul seems to have differed from his weacher a1 this poant. By his own
epeated acdmassion, Paul's zeal for Judaiem bed ham to persecute the early (s

movement (e.g., Acts 22:4a; 26:9--11; Gal. 1:13; Phal. 3:6), But Pal may



aot, aiver ail, nEwe difrizrert mnuch from iz tearher. [ ramaliel's arlwioe as glven
bisFare: the Seeohaen imeider revealed the extenl te which at: Least soree of the
Chrisliane were willing 1 i meil ot the lew and the ternple. [z ray very well
have bean this Jeveloprment that surned Pacl, and perhaps cthes I hzrizegs,

apainat the flindging Cliristia reavenen L

a4 | carine near Diainase ua" (Acts 22:6)
The peTsacuiar Tl iataens was Lgemed] it it fonanost prosaciver of
¢ it by azedden cyniframlatine wila bhe Suen |esuson L rosant o Lritrmiizscae,
Pauls Llamiscu c-roud cxoenenc: 8 Jeecribed onee by Lackse ¢hucts 953 &%
L By Paul in Acts [2i-6=11aml 2o .13} and nnee by Fau! in bz epistles
i(3al. 1:153=14]. In oo|cdition o these clear clegerialinns, otner allus1ome w this
svent are prubably to he Sl L rany plases < Tl Severz] scholars bayve
sugpestcl that the 2wt and Ta TmElGATIons playind & basie rolix 1n the formas
om0 mrach of Paals chenlopy. ™ Paul's enavntler writh Che 8t wid [0 meTeiy
pavihologiss! gpeTiiznce, NaT Was (L even i Jiingly given viaion. Pau’s come
RIS W the Blaze of ght, althongh ey dicl not e hesus bz sl (zee Acl
g7 writh 22:9], arl heard, Rk A1c1 vt wngdersts nd, 1hae vaice (cf. Avers 950 Witk
22,000 Wloreover, Pl makes clear shat thas apps ramee To hime of thi tealiis
rectind Jests was Fully am o 1as itk the enpedruaces 1o [remar amul 1z o herein
the lays betwaom Jaaag’ reaurezclion and aqcenstot |1 Got. “ 5.5 8; wee 2l5
2:1%. ’
e rovelatine” {GmeREAG lapuelzaisist) of (hrase 1o Paul came ke
gt L et Pl gives au hial that e Lals poinl ne was =t all dis
aatisfiec with his Jewass coericl s o searching for n dineppeT eperiznie o
Thu tents thal hiwve somdiooes o chougtht o dndicele such i prepd
werind sre belier interpreted s herwise, When Panl o peazed oy ths b
ez thil it g haand for it Lick amainst the wrals [t 280140 the il
1y i el thel Pl has Deen Tesigting Pl St woninE s 1l ke shi




qEF Fisisl the vl of Gl ﬁxl":u-r':_qﬁe;:l -0 the cewvelpbion Teom aeaven” Metther
does Ronanz 71 1425 peler kaa preconversicn pevihologieal struggle, ' Rather,
thee desereiplinna of the experizace o Acls, /s wiell s Pacl'e allusisne to it in
Fhilippians 3:5—11, suggest o sudden and dramatic teen em zezlous Jew and
95‘" ator ol the chuarza wo o lolinwaer ol | esus.

e D aseug-road encounter turmed Paul ingo mone than a follover of
Jesurs: 16 TTTES hir inta 3 prescher of Jesus, Althougs thereliineship between
ehie e L3 el sraned the same sy imall the pecounts, each one roakea cl=ar that

'P.aulEEDIL‘."ﬂI""F ne was alee g call o miristry (Aers 90150 22:15 2001 5-18 and
| 1: 1I':|| Tncleedd, soms have : TN E Far a1% Lo ArEWE thut s revelalinn was

N |:||'.||:"|'!|. a “rll” experience and not @ 'eomwersion" expenence al &l But
eyl the crmbieuity PEMﬁn]u-ﬂau,m are] Chostianite, the Mes 'l estament

ks O |E3_ thead 1. |-u- Wit are clatines, chat -:_1r|_|1.- il "..lll'JE-‘I:LEL".lLL:'.' 15 salvalion

I md%ghan-:]s ome whin, like the L'1]-iT|:=5tumm|t1rml1-z:E-IEE.lia m-:']a-nmiuh.
ppuld have an mportzol rale e play in salvition histary 2L It 12 engnibwesnt m
pia light thal., whereas ministey 1o Jews 1s I.':'rr.||11|':.- included in Fauls cull {see
454-15], Paul simself ofien ecaphasizes that bis call was pardeulacly a call o

carreiny L2 goapel to e Clertiles wae fundamental 1o Pacl's call and to s
mne chosen as a vessel fur Canl's use.



The “Why” of 2 Corinthians:

e Why did Paul write this letter (See 2 Cor, information below?

What were his main points (See 2 Cor,, information below)?

e How does this connect with his previous letter to the church at Corinth? (See 1
Corinthians)

2 Corinthians 1:1-2
New International Version (NIV, 2011)

1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy our brother, To the
church of God in Corinth, together with all his holy people throughout Achaia:

2 Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

From ESV Bible, Reference:

Paul’s second letter to the Corinthians discusses some of the things previously addressed
but also deals with new issues. While 1 Corinthians called for believers to be unified with
each other; in this letter Paul urges the church to be unified with him in his ministry. Paul’s
opponents were undermining his work, claiming that his suffering (11:24-29) proved he
was not a true apostle. Paul responds that his suffering highlights his dependence on Christ,
as it points to Christ’s strength rather than his own. Second Corinthians includes stirring
perspectives on gospel ministry (chs. 2-5), encouragements to holy living (chs. 6-7), and
instructions about giving (chs. 8-9).

2 CORINTHIANS

2 Cormthaans falls imto  three  sections:
chapters 1 - 7 comtain *Paul's explanation of
his recent conduct amd of the apostolic
manastry in gemeral; in chapters £ - 9 Paul
exhorts the Cormthisns to complete their
contrebution o the coflection for destituze
believers i Jerusalem (of Rom. 15:25-2&k
chapters 10 = 13 are Faul's defence and
vindication of his apostolic authogity (see
"Miston). Some scholars argue that the



caponscal 2 Connthians i a com
HINE fwo of T ;
tched

-y erit of the document

tame dunag which

its beang

even il the acrual w
occurred over a period
(e smaabie At

‘L

%

i

i
'

I
E

(N

g
=
£
|

%
|
1,
5

4
*3
%E

£
i
it
41

¥

1
i
|

]

]

2

el

¢
:

:

=
-F]

Hd
triel

a7 ¥

through Chowt [Li5) the Corinthians’ sui-
ferings; their npnlmml: aof God's comioe
mimﬂluhmhr Paul [1:6-7].

5. Suffering » not for ever. In comparson
with the weighty and eternal that is
produced by suffering  pat endured,
suffering is both light and momentary [4:17;
¢f. Rom. B=17-18). Glnﬂ-rr foliows
{ef. Luke 24;26; ¥ Per. 1:10; 5:9-10).

Death and redserrection
qul's disconcering encounter with death
fl:l:—:l.'ll-., his mncessant suffenng (1123-1%;

g. 1 Cor. 15:31, 'I'-I!bltdli 1 am at
death’s door,” Moffatt), and he progressive
debilitatson {4116} prompeed him 1o
nmh'fmm“::nnmtnl&::
the Chrmstian, Negatively, death means
Lﬁmﬂ&nunﬂ ttn:-ihrdhf{!:ﬂ.
Mh#mﬂlﬁi’nﬂumm We are
no longer ‘in the ') and earthly corpor-
steness [(we are no longer “in Adam’, a
ﬂmi:‘in-ﬂrhl'.‘lﬂh.utlh]Thl:-.
4;16). Positively, death brings departure from
maral embodiment to the o the
Loed (5:8; of. Phal. 1:23). A Fnare m:qﬂhll.
a destination as well a8 an evacuation, a 1o

immedhate presemce of the Lord (5:6), since
the Chrnan meﬁ! s in the realm of
faith, nea the rtalm saght (5:7), But the
same moment of death tha marks the
dumantlng of the transitery tent of the
physical body alio marks the entrance im0
permanent residence “with the Loed' [5:8) and
therefore the emjoyment of active and mvatual
fellowship with Rim.

Ale the terms ‘ralse’ amd 'resarfec
tion are not found in 5:1=10 (but see %:14) i
i chear, as Paul describes the sources of divine
comboet that are llhﬂ:i&hﬂ;m |$

| a , that

beings enn hed commumion with st | §:7-
) h-lr-i-:n ihe certamnt T;'l'h-:" :'E?u:l
poABCARICN of a ‘spiraal "{500; of. !
15:44) and the knowledge that the indwelling
Spirit (see *Haoly 5 irit] fs God's pledge of a
Mm " (6:1-9), along 'i:_ﬂ:wﬂ:
FESMPECE i """""“"'“ -

bulaty 10 E‘hm [5:10), prompt the belsever to
setk the Master's constant approval (579).

- -



Otlrer importamt themes

L Church  dieciplime  (2:8-11),  Apparently
Faul or one of hic representatives ai Coringh
had been verhally insulted by somecne in the
Corinthian church, The preciie natwre of 1he
offence i1s mot known, but it clearly invalved
Paul since he affers his personal forgiveness
[2:30). At fwst the congregation had mod
rallied 1o Paul's defence bur, stung by his
‘severe letter” which called for the punishment
of the wrongdoer, the majority of them
inflicted some unspecified penalty an the
man. New Paul calls for them to terminste
the penalty and reaffirm thesr love for the
man [2:B). For offemces serious emough o
warramt corporate charch *discipline (sach as
overt immorality not repemted of |1 Cor, $:1-
11), false reaching actively ted [Roim.
1817), or divisvemess [T, 3:100), there
would stem to be five stages in the process
Mages that are not only necessary but ghould
alo occur in s Fimed arder: 1. The
wrongdoing (2:5), which implies an offending
party [7:11] and sometimes an offended pany
[#102), Z. The punishment (2:8), which is
inflicted by “the majorty’. 3. The pain or
sorrow (215, 7), which is suffered by the
+ ﬂ:i-nr and im & defferent sense, is felt by
the whale con won [1:3), 4. Repemtance
fimiplied in E.-mhi:h it the -:-w:p:u of
'iml:r sorrow’ (gf. 7:9-10). 5. Forgiveness
W7, 10 and restoration (2:%), which are
granted by the comgregation as well as by the
affended party,

1. The fwo covemamts (3:7-18). The
expression ‘the pld covenant® (3:14) may be a

ase coined by Paul; it follows naturally
rom Jeremiah’s ‘new covenamt® Jer. 31:31)
and from the euchanstic tradition of the cup
a5 ‘the new covenant® ranified by Christ’s
blood (1 Cor. 11:2%). The paragraph 3:7-11
s bascally a comparison of the 1wo
“covenants that establishes the surpassing
gloey of the mew covenant. Both covenants
are ghonouas (3:7=R), bt the new Ik far more
gharious than the old (3:9-11). The old was
engraved on stone tablees (3:3, 7) the new s
winten on heams-al-flesh tables (3:3). One
was a death-dealing written code; the other
ivalves & life-giving Spiric (3:6), The era of
the old covenamt was a digpensation of desth
(3:7) and condemnation (3:9], a fading order
(37, 11}, whereas the era of the mew
covenant 18 a dispensation of the Spirit (3:5)
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i-l;lll of nghteowsness {3:9), a permanent arder
{11).

The second paragraph, 311-18, is an
altusive homly 11.-;.:5I nlr:- Exodus 34:28-35,
the sccount of *Moses' wlar encaisnters
with Yahweh in the “temt of meeting’ before
his speaking with the lsractites, In 3:1% Paul
draws his conclusion regarding the FaperIorily
of the new covenant. Under this sew econ-
omy, §. nof one man alone, but all believers
see and then reflect the aof the Lord; 2.
unlike the Jews, who will read the law wigh
vesled hearts, Christians, with unveiled faces,
set the glory of Yahweh, which is Christ, in
the mirror of the pospel; 3. glory is displayed
inwardly in the :ﬂ:lcm. not autwardly on
the face; 4. o far from waxing and waning,

the glory wely mcreases antal the
belever acquires through resusrection a
*gloricus ' comparable to Christ®s (Phil,
3:21),

Y. Evawgelisen (5:11=21), From one per-
spective evampelism & 'tryling) 1o persuade
people’ ($:11, KV} of the vrueh of the *gospel.
Faals mogvation for his evangelistic
was, in padt, ‘the fear of the " [5:11), thas
is, thet enbering awareness of le's ultimare
accountabaliey to the Losd Chrst (5:10). But
other impulies for proclaiming the foolishmes
of the eross (cf 1 Cor. 1:18) were the honour
of God (5:13) and the love of Chrisz {5:14),
Conversion mvalves Ealming a new view of
Christ - he is no messianic pretender, nar
wmply an exemplary moralist, bui God's
promised Messigh - and consequently 4 mew
view of other people (5:16), wha sre seen
‘sccording 1o the Spirit” or in the light of the
eross. The converted person also has a new
relation to Cheigt, being “in Christ® [5:17a),
that is, in personsl umion with the slsen Chiist
and incorporated within the body of Chrst,
the church, There has beem & mew act of
divine creation (cf. 4:4) and a new ser of
relationships has been peemanently estab-
lished |5:17-18a). As for the content of the
evangel, reconciliation 0 God has been
achseved by the work of Christ (5:18b-19a)
s that *forgiveness of sins is granted (51195}
and a nght standing with God i scquired
{5121) by those whe are recomciled to God
{5:20b). The function of evangelists i three-
fold. They are trustees of o mesage (5:19),
ambassadors for Chriss, and advocates for
G.Iﬁ1-’:m]|

4. Holimess of life f6:14 = 7:1). Structur-
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ally, this is a mimor digression within Paul’s
majd digression  describing the apostolic
mingiey (2:04 - TA) He calls for the
Coniathians to avoid gemang o “double
harneis’ with unbelievers (6:14a; . Deut
22105 Lew. 19:19), that 15, 1o sever all close
attachments with non-Christiass  [such as
membersinp of local pagan cults) thar would
compromaise thew professed loyalty 1o Chren
of jeopardize the consistemcy of thear Ches-
Eian wetness. This 1s not an isjunction agamnst
all associstion with unbelievers (see 1 Cor.
59-10; 7:12-16; 10:27). However, Chris-
gianaty and heathenism (especially idolatry)
are incomparible, as Paul shows by five rhe-
corxcal questions (6: 14b—16a) Such discernang
geparation from the waorld (617} kads o
fellowship with God and his people (o Jas.
4:4). W Chratians corporately are the temple
of the biving God (6:16; o. 1 Cor. 18},
individually they are the sons and daughters
of a Father who is the Lord Almighry (6:18)
The privilege of being & dwelling place of God
{&:16) amd the of compliamce with the
divine will (6:17-18] Paul calls “promises’;
they maotivate belsevers 1o avoid every source
ol defilement amd so bnng ther
*koliness to eticn by this proof of their
feverence  for [(7:11, Liwing for the
honour of Christ {5115 involves not only
separation from outwaed evil (6:17) and from
imward defilement (7:1] bt also fellowship
with the living Goxd and with hes family {&:16,
18).

Chapters B -9

From AD 52-57 a large proportion of Paul’s
time and emergies was devoted to arranging
codlection among his Gentibe <hurches for 't
poor among the ssints im Jerasabem” (Rom,
15:26). He regarded this Elon as &n
al fraternal bove (Gal, 6:10) that espressed
the iverdependence of the members of the
Body of Cheist (1 Cor, 12:23-26), thar syny
bolized the unity of Jew and Gentide in Chi
(Eph. 2i11=22), snd that deamatioed fos
Gentile believers w material terms  their
sparitual indebtedmess 1o the mother church in
Jerusalem (Ram. 15:19, 27},

As Pagl emcourages the Corinthsans 1o
finalize their comtribution to the collection, he
appeals 10 o variety of motives which should

pi them 1o gemerouws givieg (8:1-13).
%:c is the example of other belwevers (8:1-
§, B), their own promisang stam and deniee for

sparitual excellense (8:6=T), and the supremse
example of Chrst himself who showed eager-
w5 amd genercsity in piving as a demon-
gration of hkis lowe (B:8-9). Chrnst ‘became
r' by the act of incarnation that

is preiscarnace renunciation of hes “wealth’,
the glory of heavenly exastence [¢f, Phal. 6~
R). Paal cthem shows thar  Christian
stewardship docs son 2im ar the exchange of
financial burdens 80 that the rich become
poor and the rich, but rather at equal
skaring of ré that will lead to an equal
sapply of the necessitics of life {B:13].
Mareover, voluntary mutual sacrifice main-
tains that equality of sapply (8:14), an
equalny which was enforced when God
maracalousdy provided manna to the biraelices
in the wilderness (8:15, cating Exod, 16:18).

Having spoken of the need for iry
{B:11-1%), Iﬂfrua:ul! o illustrate  che
rwobold resuly genercaity (Fi6-15) Fir,
‘cheerful givers' who sow generously will also
reap generously in God's provision of both
spiritual grace and material prospenty (‘all
grace’} that will permit them constamly o
dispense spiritual amd material benefws to
pthers (Ju6-11a), Secomd, becausse generois
giving is evidence of God's grace ['!:H‘qu- Bil-

A}, it ‘many expressions of thanks 1o
Goad® mm_n.

These two chapters  highlight  several
charactensiins of genume Chivitian steward-
shig, It is voluntary, not enlorced (£:3; 9.5,
71; penerous, not parsimonious (8:2; %6, 13);
enthusiastic, not grudging (B4, 11=11; 2:7)
deliberare, not haphazard (#:7); aned sensable,
nat reckless (8:11=15). "

':IHIHII"I- 10=13

U the tene of chapters 1 = 7 i apalogeic, and
that of B = ¥ hartatory, in 10 = 13 the tone i
polemical, as Paul vigorously defends his
autharity as &n apostle agains the counter-
clasms of certaim intruders from Palestine,
whao were ‘falwe apostles, deceatlul workmen,
masquerading as apostles of Christ® (11:13],
Here the chiel theme is “surempgth in the midsi
of weakness”, Divine power (10:3=5} finds m
full scope and potensy osly i acknowledged
huiman weakness (1219 of. 13:4).

Althaugh Paul's lewers 10 Timaothy and
Titus are commonly called ‘the Pasmorals’,
I Corinthians may justly be described as the
pastoral epistle par excellence, Paul's theol
of pastoral servece may be duscerned especially



in ghese last for i'Jﬂ.p-I::H::;, as he exhibits the

chasscreristics of {1 Car.
4:14-15) who has been entrusmed by Cod
with the care of hig childeen,

1. Adaptability. As Paul seeks 10 persuade
his *childsen’ 1o apen gheir hearts wide to him
(6:13) l_lld' W cdose their hearts agamnss his
adversaries, he usey 4 delicate blend of
II:I'I]E'I'h'l-EF-F]I u:li':;:;l: 1310} and boldness (102,

p 10:1 53, (FE=3 i niche
were durzled by the R e

Todizers Abot Pompous boasting of the

their credeniial Paul was
forced 10 indulge in bossting o they did
g 111, 1618, 21-17; 1k1, 11)
il!htmgh he chose 1o bogs in maatiers that
showed his weaknegg (11:30), namely his
humslating nocturna)| escape from Damascus
-|l]:311—_"|3b and his lﬂ'l:ril-luq'r‘ “tharn in the
fMeih’ (12:7). He gieg biring ircay [11:4, 19-
21; 111, :|_5-]_I|:|ll R0ps shorr of sarcasm. He
shows sensitivity o the needs of the ntwation,
im refuismg 10 forgo his fingncial independence

from kis converts (] 1:7-12),

3. fealousy, Payl wag ¢ for the Cor-
intheans’ undivided I-n»:rukjf:‘m.in during
the perod between their betroqhal to Christ

(ne. their conversion) and their presentation
L hln'n. their heavenly by the {i.e. their
glorification) (11:2-3), pau pictares himszl§
at the I'llhl'll:! -D_-I l_hl.' hl'.idq:. whise aim Was 1o
prescrve NEr varginity, her ‘sigcers and
devation to Cl'ril-l_" (17:3}, wnail her mu!ﬂ:::
Whereas human jealousy i anful, to share
divine jealousy (02 is virtuoys,

3. _J:"I!I-ﬂ:l'.l'ﬂ-ﬂn._Il'ldi::.-lil.le of Paul’s patermal
cl:w-lup: 1o his children was ‘ghe daaly
pressure’ of his anvious concern for all his
churches (11:28), a5 ke fympathired with
their weakness jp faith, conduct and
COnSCIENCE tili:‘.-.:!il,- . 1 Car, §:7-13; 9:22:
; LR T i
Paul was not violagin
snxiety (Man. &

problems, snd was free of i
relatively tzivial Matters such
% Affocion, Lo
- Afrediron. Like parenty who work hard
and save luplfﬂl their children {12:14}, Paul
Wik will-}]; 9 %pend and be gpent for the
miﬁ of Ris spiriaal children (12:15)
Erpr BT i
spared in bis endeavoyy m":ﬁmﬁ:d&iﬁ

310

to Chrisi. When be asks, "Am [ to be loved
the less because | love you the more [char is,
s imremsely]?* (12:15), he is seeking from hds
readers an appropriate response of filial bowe
e has own patermal affection [of. &11-13;
11:17)

§. Fear. As he contemplared his forih-
coming third wisit [12:14), Paul was fearfy)
that it might lead to msrual embarrassment
[12:20), ¢ sin - might opatinue o be
T mt in the church [12:20], and thar he

ight azgain be bumdiated amd grieved
becawse of cemain warepentant Cosinghians
(12:21), These fears induced Pawd 10 lsdue o
warnsng of impending discipline (13:1-4) and
& plea lor seli-exansination (13:5=10). In each
case he reverts to the th::ncni‘mx—ghin
weakpes', As a result of being ‘in Chrast’,
Paul shared the weakmess of Bis Lord whe
was ‘crucified m weakness' [13:4), the “weak-
nei’ of pon-retaliation and of obedience 1o
God. Bt as & consequence of his fellowskip
“with" Christ, Paul shared in the power of the
FiSEn {:I'iill_1131-1:+||. which would be shown, if
necéssary, in his ‘mot sparmg” any erri
ﬂnﬂnmﬁm (13:2-3). Bus i[rThﬁ L:.mirul.jl:ﬂ
were ‘drong’ i Christ, gi evidence of
robust and mature Chrisgian character, Payl
woiuld be able to come 1o them i he
‘weakness' of a ‘gemle sparit' {1 Cor. 4:21,
amd then he would eepoice [13:9).

The letter ends wah the famons trinicaran
benedsction (13:13) chat is moteworthy for it
upusual "economic' oeder all San—=F; T
that reflecrs Cheistian  experience, It is
throwgh the grace exhibited by Chrig (8:9) in
his selfless devotion to others in life and death
thar God demonstrates his bove (Rom. 5:8)
and the Sparit creates fellowship amoag
believers (Eph. 4:3).
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Corinthians

" Following the sahstation {1:1.- 2}, there is a lengthy thanksgiving (1:3-11).
thanksgiving sections are charactenistically placed after the salutation i
Hellenistic betters, including twelve of the thirteen letters in the Pawlime
{the exception is Cialatians); but this one s particularly long and emo.
tsanal and focuses rather more on Paul’s experiences {of s deadly peril,” 1:10)
ar 18 uswally the case.

Paul plunges into o defense of his travel plans (1:12 2:13). He denses tha
het hsam acted in 0 worldly or lickle manner (1:12-14). Alter reviewing his plans

(1:05- 22}, he explains the reason why he changed them: h:w“rdm!
cause the Connthans as much grief as he had on &an earlier visin (1:23.-2-4), Ty
leads 1o instruclion on ow Lo forgive and comifor someone the -
MWymmdmﬂyhmMnﬂﬂmﬂfw
{'-minlhimh:lhﬂm[2:5—11}_F1ddw.=hq:i.ru-ﬂ1¢r¢:i1.ld|h=mu:
hawe led 1o the weiting of the present ketver, mdﬂrqdufﬂmﬂmm.q
Faul in Troes with a repost an the Coninthians, with the sesult that Paul sery ot
for Macedonia hamseld, wmhmmﬁdmw}mwm :
(2:12-13). The recital is broken up by an catbaurst of praise (2-14 - 17.'}_[‘.:.:[;...‘_
by a lang section that ot only articulates probeng perspectives on the nat ;
Christian ministry but ties this stance 10 a proper estimate of the tens o
between inaugurated and futurst eschatology (2:14-7-4). .-'-
Mmmnﬂlmmwamhnﬁaﬂhﬂﬂ'mmhf
"hmﬂihﬂmﬂ_‘hmmm#mmmm
pshang™ {7:14-3:6]), Thes lcads 10 a comparison and mhsmmm
usicker the old covenant and under the rew (3:7 - 18} Sine Paul has received this
Frce -Cervenant manestry by the mercy of Ciod, Mummmﬂwmm
proclamation of the ©pospel of the glory of Christ, ™ regardbess of how he himsell
s received (4-1 -6]. The weasure i Chrest: the earthenware vesssl o which the
treasure 1x contaimed s Paul and his manssry (4:7 - IH-}T'hﬂdmnntrnu:udut
tramsformation that comes when the "heavenly dwelling™ swallows up Pagl
n!l:llﬂl.lt:.rm lafe (5:-1 -Iﬂlwﬂmﬁlmbﬁaﬁsmm s motives o life

Christ’s ambassader, proclammang reconcibiation and & mew beginaing on the basis
of Christ"s sacrifice for sms (3:16-21 ). Therefore Paul pleacks weth the Coringha-
ans to have a heant open 1o God and 10 God's ambassador, =0 as not to receive
Crod's grace m vain (601 -1 3] for they st understand that proper responseta
Geod 36 exclusive (6:14- 7:1). So Paul brings his appeal 1o 8 chose (7-2—4).

An this point, Paal resumes his account of the retern of Titus and the enoour-
aging repor he browght with him (7:5 16} Pawl is almost cuphorss with trans- 2%
parent relied that the Corinthiens have responded with repentance and godly
sorroe 1o the earber rebukes by visit and beter. This seesns 0 s possible for Paul
lnhﬂnﬂtplmﬂfmtmwlumﬂﬂutwﬁh-m ;
'miu[a- 315 The Maoedonians had set a high standard by their sacrifcsal giv-
ang [E:1 6] the Connthians, wiho hed been the finst to respond, are now exborted
1o bring the project 1o completion as frunfully as they began it (8:7- 15). Titass
riiseion s designed to further the cause (B: 16 24 yand 1o prepare the Corspthsans



o i visit by Paul himeelf, passibly accompanied by some Macedanians (9:1-3).
rusl concludes by setting the collection within a thealogscal Framework that tees
shas ministry to the gospel and 1o the ghory of God (9:0- 15,

" The nature of the relationship betwoen chapters 1% and 10-13 n dispuied
the section "Occasion™ below), but the latter chapters seem 1o depict Paul's
nanse 1o & fresh outbreak of opposition al Cornth. Paul appeals for a fath
¥at is ohedient (10:1—6) and condenns the apposition for its ugly boasting and
omve-upraanship (1117 - 18], It 11:3-15 he exposes the false aposties who have
wsurped authority in the church and denounces their false critena. Then,
snswering fools according o their folly, Paul engages in a lintle boasting of his
swni— by inverting all the criteria of his opponents and boastmg in things they
: dnphtth:lﬁ-lﬂ.lnﬁct,?m!hmﬂhmhnmh::uhmﬂn-
stand that his weakness is the condition under which the power of God pow-
erfully aperates through him (12:1-10} The Cormnthians themselves are 1o
for mot taking decisive action against the opponents, wha are channeling
he church toward a cross-discwning trumphaliem. Paul conirasis his own
notives(12:11 - 21], begging the Corinthian believers to reconsider their course
nd warning them that if necessary, he will take strong actson when he artives on
his third visit (13:1- 10} The episthe ends with a final appeal, greetings, and the
wards of “the grace”™ (13:11-13 [vw. 11-14 in TNIV])



Information on Audience/What of 2 Corinthians:

e What type of writing is this? (2 Cor. 1:1-2 may help/info. sheets.)

) Who is the audience? (2 Cor. 1:1-2)

e What do we know about them from the Bible? (See: Acts 18:1-17; 1 Corinthians;
etc.)

[ J

What else can we infer/know about them and their world? (See info. below.)

2 Corinthians 1:1-2
New International Version (NIV, 2011)

1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy our brother, To the
church of God in Corinth, together with all his holy people throughout Achaia:

2 Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

= . lemer, Ahrowegh Cheist (1:5h; the Corinthiams” sud-
prm—— o o rmoee soparane beorers, But a their of God's comice
case can be made for s ey and Paul (156—71.
ies bew am A 150 s moe Ever.
cwer if the wcith thee wesghoy and cocenal “glory shac is
i ower m peribod of thme duciog wihich - paziently cnds e
the sBtm e h saffering = i Enormemeary (4175
Fom. 8-17-18). G sraffecing
Chapeces 1 — 7 - Hef. Lubce 24:265 ¥ S Azl g SeS-TO)
Thee mapos theme of these chapoors is “comicrt
i the nuidis of afflicrion” (el 1=4]. Dreatk armd reswrrectnosT
Paall®s . i
Seafferarag ARrE—1UE, This G v s e L EE-Eo-L N
In this epectle are Tweo hy Eses of o 1 . 15:31, Nor & day asn at
Paal s aposvolic = swfferimg [viz. &:4—10 and deach™s door.” offate), smred hes progressve
BU:23I2F) bur b ey i wh v 416} i 1o
+ g e 1=3—9 1. M had = e on e nanwee of deatih
A v > i For the Chesstian. Megar death mcans the
tmom in the proviecos of MAssa chac s of the ¥ A5k
b e wo amd thac the boss of both physs reality (e are
e wras forced to rencwnce alll hope of surwival Do e i) amd carthiy corpoc
1=E). Buar - God had grec P [ Twee mme no booger “in Adam’, alshoush
i amd would do =0 sgaim proseded “om Chirisa®, & Cos. §5:18: 1 Fhess.
the T - P 1-10- 4:86). Posisiwcly, dearh brings departare from
R Frowms P e 1. £ Do
- Lond 15:5: of. Phal. 1:23). A deparisre imepl
, ' =] et ous @ i am ekl as an CYACUATLOE, & Po’
appeeciasion of God s o i particubar @ well s a “from’. At deach, Believers are not
T . = [ v - i .
coenfort {1:3—4; cf. Pu. 3459 b S1:3, 12 place of rcesidomos.  Earchly
T BaierimE deives us vo tuse God sbome. neeans spetial discance o exile o e
Paul"s desperate phighs had i has o e Losd (5:6),. sinos
=l am i, to depend  the Cheissian pilgrimage is in e of
Crazecd e aises nhee dead mmd famb, motu the peabm of sighs [5:7). Bue the
wheo cam rherefors rescue che e mamme  mossent  of  deach © chas e
wrip of ~ ™ hsmmantleng of the transitory fent of the
3. Smffcrieg b ' —rh » alsc mnasiks the e o
- Jesus Paml cowsld dencify his saf.  permeancns Bemoe vh the Lood" [S:8h and
ferimugs  am  Cche  swfferings  of (1:5) thercfore the emjoymene of actics and ual
Frobabiy Eefctl hion & ‘a Eellomweahap weal him.
o Chaese® (12=R) who e e im che Ak Bermms it -
e e AN T ey womre Cheiaz s thom® are moc found in 5:1—10 (ot sce S:14) i
o alee i cheas, a8 Paul - vhe s ivime
of ke L s fow  the = « P
Body of Cheist (Moo 14:d2s Col. 1:24), or faces the possibileg of & desth thas shess
L= e ” moa omly the assarance that deach
mrich his afflicted =chsech (Aces Sd—5] beings enriched comanumicon with Chrse 57—
e The expersence of God's combor this ®) bus alse ke corcamiy  of ahe  future
helg, i and 3 s jom of a ‘spicsaal body' {50 cf. 1 Caor.
l.{-r!“ and 1

fee kno thar the Ak
- e Sparic {see » irial &8 Cod's pledpe -
. The aposiie’s thought scoms  Fesur fa (5:4—%). Thia
g wplendid hope [(5:1—8), =
- vy wo Cherise (52103, Pr v
mvedianed  seek rhe Mases"s constans apgroval (S99,

o
am bo: 15:44) and &
s ie

cancnical 2 Carinthiang 15 & compasiic Trtrer,
COMPTEEING W OF maore Tm‘ leiers, bar &
sirong case cam be made ith sneegrity and
its beinp despatched as a simple camposition,
even &l the acrual writieg of the dotument
occarred over & period ol time dusing whach
the situation a1 Corinth changed.
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reputation. 't et
mgeon [Comflicr and
:Iui:.l Corinth) and others demon-
wrare promodion ran through every
brvel of society: "Sell-promotion had become
- People ... lived within an
boncus shame  odvientanon. Corimh

i
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By comtrast, Paul insists vhar of the *gospel 15
wicd latively for seli-emeem, ‘the ¢rosi
nullefeed” [1:17). To those
whine borzons are those of “the wudam of
the world” the cross W (1:18L *Gad
deszroys worldly “wisdom, [f some find the
cross “sn sbfrosr ... folly ... to those who are
ek

called |5t is] God's power, God's wisdom'
(le24). The cross pases °| m om thoss
who peroeive themselves s “something' bus
Ifes up "the mothings’ (1:28), "*Glory’ & s
bor patroms, social climbers, of those who
claim special ‘knowledge” (8:11) or special

ﬂ. bor with regard o ‘gile’ (G,
} ‘what do you have you did
nat receive ! (417), Hemce, 'bet the wha

glory sn the Loed" (1:31), “Statui’ &

2
| ﬁﬂ in Chirist, not im one's own asplratsons

(1:30). Genoe through the cross i mo lem
prominent here thas m R but it is
sddressed to a social suation which offers
special resonances with society 1oday (ef, 106,
1:30=31; Jad=3; 417=H; &:11; 15:10).
Alexander Brown and Raymend Picken
rlnl this croas-centred o i wharp
ocws, Brown unges that the armation of
the crosd conMdutes a translorm and
formative sporch-act (The Croes daid Hwnaw
Tramfarmarson, FL:”FWII The thealogy of
the cross expoin i ::rn 1=21h
' rahle the ... med love and
TV nﬂrliﬁ; :]hl.'i- 14 and I'r;r-&h-
tran mch. 13" {p. 13 o
107=152), Mekern  ahows  how '{hmm
sdentiy” 1n dhis epistle w seen “in terma of |,
response 10 “the word of the crom™' o
againat “the wisdom of the world”. An identity
crisas anses from many III Coanm :hl'l
I Iwa ﬁlﬂ'l‘!l-ll! umiverses of meaming'
Crodi m Carmth, pp. 59-62).

Research on rhetoric: some implications
for preaching, ministry and the church

A rhetoric of andience-applanse
Cuintilian  disapproved of the kind of
audience-pleasing rhetoric  which  depamed
from earlier Roman eraditions:  ‘Ewvery
effusion & greeted with & stoem of ready-
made & e The result @5 vaniy and
empty seli-sufficiency” (Imiritune Oriloria
2:2:9-11}). 5. Pogolofl has shown how at
i the “game- of sdimce-approat. As wit
and the ‘game’ of awds . As with
chat-show hosts today, pﬂﬂpﬂrﬁn *fans"
of partscalar arators. Lugr at Connth woild
have liked aul to turn ‘professional’ and win
prestige and admiration with his cleverness
[just as some ¥ WaN MiBISErs 0o A
w_hmhmiwrhmﬁ‘hﬂuhﬂd
sophises, those vt ralession
preschers® whao relied wpon ... l.l::l-:htn. all






OCCASION

Passl first preached the gospel in Corinth during his second missionary jout:
ney (Acts 15} Supporting kimaelf with his trade as a tentmaker or lea -
worker, he lved with Aquila and Priscilla, who had recently moved te Cori
froen Rome (Acts 18:1 -3} Asusual, Paal began his minsstry by trying to o -
vince all who attended the synagogwe, Jews and Centiles alike, that Jesus wat |

. Fﬂ!\iﬂﬂm&ﬂ.ﬂmTﬂ?lﬂdmmmrﬂlﬂ-
: hﬂﬂﬁ.pﬂiyhmmmw:ﬁ:ﬁmﬂtuﬂﬂm-
i aes that freed him 1o devote more time to preaching (v. 5;cf. 17:14). As
mﬁﬁrrhmmd.ndﬂhnnﬁﬁm.m“htﬂhmhfﬂ-
o el choar 1o the house of Titius Justus. 5o frutful was his evangelism tha
uﬂrmnrpﬁuhuﬂmthmrﬂu.mdhuﬁthnh
diewed in the Lord Jesus (ve. 7-8).
. Only recently delivered from bruising punishment in Phalipps (Acts 16},
§ having just barely escaped simalas battering in Thessalonica and Berea { Acts
7}, Paul ww'hmﬂ&puﬁ--ﬂm'
1 wr. 7:3), bt was encouraged by a dream in which the cxalted Chrst assured
m of safety and much fruit (Acts 18:9-10). Paul stayed a yeas and a half, lay-
ﬁ:nﬂrﬂﬂtfmndﬂiut]lﬂiﬂhrhﬁlﬂﬂﬂw.lm—ﬂl.ﬂﬂn
s o the church well established, Paul left Corinth by ship (probably mn the
soe of ADD. 51: see discussion below in the section “Date”), crossing the
2 Sea with Priscilla and Aquila, wiom he left in Eplesus while he headed
erusalem — hopang, perhaps [ we follow the Wiestern vext of Acts 18.21)
ive there before the Feast (Passover or Pentecost) He dod not reman long

-Hfm{wﬁhhmdizwhmﬁudﬁlﬂuqlh
period e wiote 1 Conmthisns,
mh.mmmuhﬂdmhmmmmm
5 Corinth Apollos worked there (1 Cor A:0), and probably Peter as well !
is 10 gvidbensce that these or other leaders had fostered a party sperit, con-
siously sttempting 1o form a cotere of personal devotees. Nevertheless, doube-
ﬂqhmﬂhhw.hmmm
med partisan groupings that claimed to follow this or that leader (1 Cor.
: 1) The elsurch s a whole was less than satisfied with Paul’s leadership
Cor, 4-3, 15, %:1-2), and the integrity of its life was marred by sbuses ot the
. iT.hh{H:i?-H},uhnmmmdmﬁﬂi-l-!-',:I'.
IE-!ﬂLpﬂ:!iHﬂﬁmmhn:{hzi-nmmﬂu
sdace of marriage (chap. 7) and the propraety of cstng food that had been offered
idole (chap. 8), infatuation with the more spectaciber of the chanamanec gifts
howt any profound commitment 1o mutual love (chaps. 12-14), and s decid:
ahesrant view of the resurrection (chap. 1%)
; How Paiil first came 16 heat of some of these problems we cannot be sure,
apparently in response 1o 8 commurnicaton from them, he wrote them



letter (referred 1o in 1 Cor. 59, nmd'whmmmmumhu.bulwlﬁ:h;m ﬂ:-
bade association with immoral peeple. This letter, sometimes referved 1o a8 “the 3
previous letter,” we may designate Corinthians A. Most scholars agree thagj
has not survived {though see discusson below). Perhaps the {..-nnn!hmhd 3
posed a question abeut church discipline, and Paul assurned this question as lhE
context of has response, while ml'nctmnd'hnrﬁdnnlmhhummmmﬂ‘ :
widest senge aind thus masinterpreted him (1 Cor, 5:9-13). ;
Al somie poind during his Ephesaan mumstry, Paul received reports qui :
"some [rom Chioe's household™ (1:11] about the ugly factionalism in Coriml, ,,;;
The three official delegates of the church —5tephanas, Fortunatus, and
Achascus (16:17)—brought not ondy the @it from the Cormthians but alsg
church's letter and their own verbal reports, which together established F'lll]’i
apenda as he wrote 1 Connthians {(which might be dessgnated {'.:mmﬂum By E
When Paul sent off | Corinthaans, he fully intended to remain in Ephessy A
until Pentecost {probably A 1. 55}, then cross the Aegean 1o Macedonia, vigil -
the churches there, and travel south to Corinth, where he expected :-nrmui;.'
“awhle, or even spend the winter” (16:5-8), Meanwhile, he sent T3 :
u:hmung the Connthians to recezve him warmly and “send him on has way ip,
peace’” {1 Cor, 16:10-11; of. Acts 19:22) 0 that he could return mP:uI pre:
Hum-ib-l:.r with a report. After sending the letter, Paul changed his plans a Lirde
htnﬂw;l'q:ﬂm]tnﬁitﬂu"mﬂimbm.mm the way to Macedonia and onte
an the way back, intending 1o sail from Corinth to Judea (2 Cor. 1:15-16). On
this return leg he hoped to collect considerable money fram Macedonia and
Achaia (ineluding Connth) for the relef of the belewvers in Jlerusalem, who were:
suflering from famine and persecution. -
When he formulated these plane, Paul apparently felt no urgency (e gttt;
Cerinth. After all, be was in no hurry to beave Ephesus, since “a great door __"
effective work™ {1 Car. 16:9) was still open for ham there. But when Trmothy
arrived in Corinth, he found the situstion beyand his ability to manage. Even
1 Corinthians, the aposthe’s letter, had not had the good effect Paul had envis: =
aged. Whether Timothy himselll returned with a grim report, or Paul found o
about the dare situatson some other way, the apostle abandoned any thought of =
further delay and imemediately set eut for Cormth. This turned into a distress-
ing confromtation that Paul himsell had warmed the Corinthians they should 5
avoid {1 Cor. 4:21)—a "painful visit,” 1o use Paul's language (2 Cor. 2:1). We
cannol determine whether or not Corinthians B {= 1 Corinthians) had helped
the Coninthian believers resolve a number of malters, but it is quite clear that
animws against Paul was still very strong and focused in one or two |tﬂd¢t£l
whom the Corinthians either tacitly supported or refused to condemn. About™ =
the same time, and probably before the “painful visit,” the church had been
invaded by some sell-designated Christian leaders. Probahly they called them:
selves aposthes (2 Cor. 11:13-15) and carried letters of recommendation wi '.:f'

E



them [cf. 2 Cor. 3:1-3). They were not apostles in the way Paul was, a wiltess
i the resurrection with a personal commission from Christ w evangelize where
Christ was nol known: they were probably apastles in the general sense that they
were agents of others who had commissioned them. Possibly they were in some
sense Judaizers,? that is, those wha were irying to bring the church more into
ine with Jewssh piety and practice (see 2 Cor. 11:160.)—though that point is
disputed, as we shall see. 1t is far mose likely that, despite any Jewish back-
eround they enjoyed (cf, 2 Cor. 11:21-22), they were deeply integrated into
}"!.ma.n life -[m Further discussion below in the section " The Character

'_ From Paul's p:uzp.:::':-.r: at the time, the “painful visit™ was a complete
. At least one of the opponents had attacked him in deeply insulting ways
2 Cor. 2:5-8, 10; 7:12); worse, the work of the gospel was in serious jeopardy,
Mhy Paul left at this paint is uncertain. Perhaps he hoped tirme would heal some
¢ the wounds and bring the Corinthians 1o their senses; perhaps he had other
ssaing engagements. In any case, he resolved not to return immediately. This
‘soened him up to the charge of being fickle, willing 1o change his commitments
". a whim, even though the fundamental resson why he did not return was 1o
gnare Lherm l:hr;-p.amnf;nuﬂmcmﬁmatmn (2 Cor. 1:1601.). But thie did not
mean Paul was prepared to let the situation slide. He sent them another better,
"which we may designate Corinthians C. Written “out of great distress and
anguish of heart and with many tears” (2 Cor, 2:4), this letter assured the
Zoeinthians of Paul’s love for them but also laid down the standards be expected
in the churches in hie charge and sought to determine il they would meet those
standards (2:9). For this reason, Connthians C is sometimes called the ™ tearful
etter” or the “severe Jetter.” Delivered by Titus (who may have been a more
farceful person than Timothy), this letter demanded the punisheoent of the ring-
Jeader whe had maligned and opposed Paul so maliciously (2:3-9; 7:8-12). In
all prabability this letter has also been lost.*



Titus also had the responsibility wo arganize the collection for Jerusaleg,
(2 Cor. §:6), The fact that Paul could still expect the Corinthians to participate
1 evidence that e dad not, despite the pamful visi, regard ﬂ'hri:hurt'hufuh:;'
damentally apostate. He knew of their wealth and had boasted of their initia] -
willingness not only to Tius (7:14) but alse to the Macedoniana (%:2). Probably
e was afraid that some of the animus against him would degenerate intoan
unwillingness 1o cooperate in 1his financial assivance plan; probably he feared
ihat the interlopers were by their stremous demands for financial support (117, =
12205 12:14) siphoning off funds that Paul felt should go 1o assist the poor
believers in Jerusalem. e

Meanwhile, Pauls ministry in Ephesus was providing another set of dangery
and challenges, a "deadly peril” such that he “despained of life nself,” feeling upos
himself “the sentence of death” (2 Car. 1:8-10). W know nathing of the deuu._-.;
Shortly after the Demetrius riot (Acts 19:23-2001), however, Paul left Ephengs
for Troas (2 Cor. 2:12, 13—"Troas" might refer erther 1o the pon city or to the | g
Troad region mw}u:hjl]ly].ﬂm:l#hquﬁndﬂdywptﬂ:hﬂwwlpdhnw i
meet Titus returning with news of Carinth. Only the first of these hopes was hag-
pily realized. On the ane hand, e “found that the Lord had opeved & door” for
him (2 Car. 2:12); on the other, as he wrote, 1 still had no peace of mind, because
1 did not find my brother Titus there” (2 Cer, 2:13). S0 Paul beft Tross and headed
for Macedonia (2:13) apparently, he had established a contingency plan to meet
Titus there, should the mesting at Troas not take place. In Macedaonia Paul pur-
suied both his pastoral manistry {Acts 20:1-2) and his organizing of the collection
fiowr the Jerusalem believers (2 Cor, 8:1-4; 9-2). These churches were themsthes
[mcing “a wery severe trial” and “extreme pm-:rrly" (8:2), owing not least to active
persecution; but worse still, from Paul's perspective, was that Titus had not yet.
shown up, 56 he aill had o sdea how his severe letter had been received in
Corinth. "When we came inta Macedonia, this body of ours had no rest, but we
were harassed at every turn—conllicts on the outaide, fears withan” (7:5). 0

Titus soon arrived, and Pauls distress rapidly changed 1o near euphoria
(2 Cor, T:6-7), Immedately after servding the severe better, be had sulfered eCr ;
ond thoughts, fearing that he might burt the Corinthians unduly; but with
Titus's :nmrlﬁn: report, Paul’s fear was displaced by joy. I his leiter had
wounded them, it was “enly for a little while” (7:8). “Godly sorrow brings
repentance that beads 1o salvation and leaves no regret,” Paul abeerves, “bit
sonrorer hrings death™ [7:10) Indeed, Paul's entire response, at least in
Corinthians 1-9, breathes an atmosphere of bruised relabons that have
cased There is a poticeable ssgh of relied that the worst is over.
That is what makes 7 Corinthians 10 13 so difficult 1o interpret: the tone
i these chapters assumes that the sstuation m Corinth had become desperately
yel agamn. ;lm—,-f-d:rhﬂmwd mnm:m a8 umm'lnH-; l_usd
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ite ppant from constraints imposed on the dating of these epistles by the need
ﬁthnl':.mmuunuudmmpﬂn there i one fooed point. There 13

of Clandius’s twenty-sixth acclamation as meperator ™ —a penod known
other inscriptions™ 1o cover the first seven months of A D 532 ™ Proconsuls

mormally began thesr tour of duly on July 1, which means that GﬂlmM'%
sscended 1o the proconsulship en July 1. 51. However, it is possible thay i,
rescripd belongs to the very end of the seven-month period, in which case Gallyy
may have taken up his duties an July 1, 52 The batter date leahﬂwﬂ-j-:mzm a_%
for the rescript. so the former date is perhaps marginally more likely. = 1y

If the Jews made their united attack on Paul {Acts 18:12) fairly early during E
Ciallio's proconsulship, then probably it was in the avtumn of AL 51, Afpe
the case was dismissed, Paul stayed in Corinth for some time {Acts 18:18) ang ’%
then saled for Syria, probably in the spring of 52, Paul’s twoe-and -a-half. “yedr
stint in Ephesus would have taken him to the autumn of 55, Paul wrote | Coggg.
thians while he was in Ephesus, some time before Pentecost (16:8), probably -
dunng his last year-—ihat is, early in 55, with 2 Corinthians being mm]-,]m”,!
within the next year or so. By that time be was in Macedonia (2 Cer. 2:12-93,
7:5; B:1- 5 9:2). Pamanly because of the uncertainty over the beginning daw
of Gallio's proconsulship, all of these dates could be advanced by one vear. : %

1B Q
CONTENTS

Both Corinthian epistbes are cccasional letters, that is, they are letters addressed to
sperific people and occasioned by concrete issues; the letter form ks not a mere lit-
erary device by which the author shapes his views for general publication {some-
tirmes called “tractate betiers™), Questions have been raised about the cohesiveness
and the authenticity of parts of these epistles, especially the second, These will be
discussed below, As the texts stand, however, the ketters fall into two books.
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(1:15- 22}, he explains the reason why he changed them: hﬁ"""‘"‘“‘“ﬁ%
cavese the Cannthiene as muach grief as he had an an earbier visin (1:23 21.]
mmmmmm}mﬁiwm“mdmhﬂmlhw
had properly punished, apparently for opposing Fullu:dﬂmehf:h-lullql #
Connthian believers (2:5- 11} Paul then begins the recital of the events thag
haswe bod 10 the writing of the present keter, Lndu.ntn.d'urlnjueﬂ'l"“mmi
Faul in Troes with a repost an the Coninthians, with the sesult that Paul sery
for Macedonia hamself, :mﬂymdrﬂymrrdwtwhuuum L
(2:12-13). The recital is broken up by an catbaarst of praise (2-14-17], l'.:.;ll.n.‘“_
by a lany section that ot only articulates probeng perspectives on the natarg
C&tnnnnmmmhnuumumm;mmm“un{ﬂum
between inaugurated and futurst eschatology (2:14-7-4). =
thh:gmthnhnlluﬂmnby:mdunﬂndhm_ﬂfhumh
mﬂmhmﬂmm‘MdlmWﬂ:MMuhm
as hmﬂhmﬂmmmhﬂj‘mﬁdmﬂmm“m
pshang™ {7:14-3:6]), Thes lcads 10 a comparison and contrast between minisory ]
uficher the old covenam and under the mew (3:7 - 18} Since Paul has received this
e -CovEnant manestry by the mescy of Cod, he is commstted 1o mieerity inthe =
proclamation of the *gospel of the ghory of Christ, ™ regardbess of how he hirmsedf
s received (4-1 6], The weasure i Chrst: the carthenware vessel mowhich the
treasure is contaimed is Paal and his ministry (4:7 - 'I:ﬂ]:"l"hudu-unntrnu:udup
tramsformation that comes when the "heavenly dwelling™ swallows up Paals
mrwortality an lafe (5:1 - 105 With such a prospect before him. Paul’s motives in life
and minislry are 1o please Christ, not thase 10 whom be minssters et far froem
mnriﬁmwm}mmﬂumdndﬂmmﬂm ’
ensure that it is nothing less than the Jove of Chris that compels him 1o serve as
Christ’s ambasscachsr, proclammang reconcibiation and & mew beginning on the basis
of Christ s sacrifioe for smes (5:16-21 ). Therefore Paul pleads with the Corintha-
ans o have a hearl open to God and 10 God™s ambassador, =0 as not o receive
Crond's grace m vain (601 - 13): for they rrust understand that proper response ta
Geod 38 exclhusive (6:14- 7-1). So Paul brings his appeal 1o 8 chose (7-2—4).
At this point, Paul resarmes his account of the return of Titus and the enooar- |
aging report e browght with bem (7-5 16 Paul s almost eaphorss with trans- ©
parent relied that the Corinthiens have responded with repentance and godly
sorrore Lo the earher rebukes by visit and betier . This seans i s possible for Peul -
1o bring up a matter of constant conoern 1o him &t this stege of his manisy,
nammedy, the collection for e {Chnstieans 10 Jerusalem and the Conmnthians' pant
ot (B-1 915 ) The Maoendoninms had set s hagh stamndard by their sscrafscsal give
g [E:1 -6]; the Conmthians, who hed been the first to respond,. are now exhorted
1o bring the project 1o complietion as frunfully as they began it (8:7- 15). Titas’s ;5
rrsEror b desagmend bo funber the cause (8: 16 ﬂ:uﬂmmmm%




o i visit by Paul himeelf, passibly accompanied by some Macedanians (9:1-3).
rusl concludes by setting the collection within a thealogscal Framework that tees
shas ministry to the gospel and 1o the ghory of God (9:0- 15,

" The nature of the relationship betwoen chapters 1% and 10-13 n dispuied
the section "Occasion™ below), but the latter chapters seem 1o depict Paul's
nanse 1o & fresh outbreak of opposition al Cornth. Paul appeals for a fath
¥at is ohedient (10:1—6) and condenns the apposition for its ugly boasting and
omve-upraanship (1117 - 18], It 11:3-15 he exposes the false aposties who have
wsurped authority in the church and denounces their false critena. Then,
snswering fools according o their folly, Paul engages in a lintle boasting of his
swni— by inverting all the criteria of his opponents and boastmg in things they
: dnphtth:lﬁ-lﬂ.lnﬁct,?m!hmﬂhmhnmh::uhmﬂn-
stand that his weakness is the condition under which the power of God pow-
erfully aperates through him (12:1-10} The Cormnthians themselves are 1o
for mot taking decisive action against the opponents, wha are channeling
he church toward a cross-discwning trumphaliem. Paul conirasis his own
enotives(12:11 - 21, begging the Carinthian believers to reconsider ther course
nd warning them that if necessary, he will take strong actson when he artives on
his third visit (13:1- 10} The episthe ends with a final appeal, greetings, and the
wards of "the grace™ (13:11- 13 [ww. 11-14 in TNIV])

"DESTINATION

- Lorx h was located on the isthmus that connects the Peloponnese with the rest
o Greece. Not only was it ideally situated 10 control north-south trade. but
becau dtpuinfl.ﬂ:lummhy;mﬂtmdlh-“mﬁtnmh[mihc[hﬂd
- Corinth ) and Cenchreae (Rom. 16:1 ) wias just over seven mibes to the cast on the
~ Saromi Gﬂ{.hﬂmprmidndmhd'ﬂ:ptmﬁhhndlhhbﬂ-mﬂtﬂm-
1 Th:ittﬂlhj'uﬂincinidﬁ'ﬂﬂnimhwmudywwﬁt
amans in 146 B.C., and its citizens were killed or sold imo davery. Roman



might ensured that the prohibstion against rebuilding it was respected, ey
theless, a century later Julius Caesar founded the city afresh, thi time agy
Reman calony, and from 29 B.C. on, it served as the seat of o proconmsl and ghe
capital of the senatorial province of Achaia. The new city was populated by
people [rom various parts of the empire, doubtiess not a few of them retired s,
diers. According to Strabo (Geag. §.6.23¢), many were freedmen fram Rome,
whease status was only & cut shove daves. Jews were certainly included in thy.
new citizenry (a broken inscription of uncertain date, with the words “Syy Ay
gogue of the Hebrews,” has been discovered, confirming Acts 18:4). Sime.
Cirechs were also ressdents of the new Corinth, perhaps large numbers of themg
but the Romans dominated the scene with their laws, culture, and religion,
Much of the empire had been tharowghly Hellenized, however, so not only wa
the lingua franca Cireek but doubtbess many ties-— religious, philosophical, any
cultural - wene quickly reestablished with the rest of the Cireek peninsula, Feom
Asin and Egypt came various mystery cults. Because there was no landed ariy.
tocracy in the new Corinth, there arose an aristocracy of wealth. Inevitably, the
posor were cormespondingly despised or ignored (see 1 Cor. 11:17 - 22), o
It is imyportant not wo read the old city's character into the new city (as |
sanius 2.3 7 already makes clear ). Old Coristh had such a notorous repul
that “ta Corinthisnize” could mean “1o faricate,” and “Corinthian girl” waas
way of referring to s whore. Clay votives of human genitals have come down i
ua from the old city. They were affered 1o Asclepius, the god of healing, in tbe
hope that that part of the body, suffering from veneresl disease, wouldl be healed.
Probably Straba’s description of the one thousand wemple prostitutes of the ald
city's temple of Aphrodite wus exaggerated,! but the reality must have boen bad
enough 1o win such an egregious reputation. Even so, it is far from clear that
such associations were carried across to the new city: but tradations like that die
hard; and as & great port city, Corinth likely did not establish a reputation far
moral probity (see | Cor. :1211),




