Luke 8:22-56

Stories of Authority and Faith

?

¢« Describe a time when you felt like you had authority. What did it look like?

?

¢« How does someone or something have authority today?
Definitions

Authority: The power to give
orders or make decisions; the
Luke 8:22-56 (NIV) power or right to direct or

control someone or something
22 One day Jesus said to his disciples, “Let us go over to the other side of

the lake.” So they got into a boat and set out. ?* As they sailed, he fell Faith: Strong belief or trust in
asleep. A squall came down on the lake, so that the boat was being someone or something
swamped, and they were in great danger.

*Merriam-Webster

" The disciples went and woke him, saying, “Master, Master, we’re going

17

to drown

He got up and rebuked the wind and the raging waters; the storm subsided, and all was calm. > “Where
is your faith?” he asked his disciples.

In fear and amazement they asked one another, “Who is this? He commands even the winds and the
water, and they obey him.”

% They sailed to the region of the Gerasenes, which is across the lake from Galilee. 2 When Jesus
stepped ashore, he was met by a demon-possessed man from the town. For a long time this man had
not worn clothes or lived in a house, but had lived in the tombs. 2 When he saw Jesus, he cried out and
fell at his feet, shouting at the top of his voice, “What do you want with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High
God? | beg you, don’t torture me!” ? For Jesus had commanded the impure spirit to come out of the
man. Many times it had seized him, and though he was chained hand and foot and kept under guard, he
had broken his chains and had been driven by the demon into solitary places.

% Jesus asked him, “What is your name?”

“Legion,” he replied, because many demons had gone into him. ** And they begged Jesus repeatedly not
to order them to go into the Abyss.



32 A large herd of pigs was feeding there on the hillside. The demons begged Jesus to let them go into
the pigs, and he gave them permission. ** When the demons came out of the man, they went into the
pigs, and the herd rushed down the steep bank into the lake and was drowned.

** When those tending the pigs saw what had happened, they ran off and reported this in the town and
countryside, * and the people went out to see what had happened. When they came to Jesus, they
found the man from whom the demons had gone out, sitting at Jesus’ feet, dressed and in his right
mind; and they were afraid. *® Those who had seen it told the people how the demon-possessed man
had been cured. *” Then all the people of the region of the Gerasenes asked Jesus to leave them,
because they were overcome with fear. So he got into the boat and left.

*¥ The man from whom the demons had gone out begged to go with him, but Jesus sent him away,
saying,* “Return home and tell how much God has done for you.” So the man went away and told all
over town how much Jesus had done for him.

* Now when Jesus returned, a crowd welcomed him, for they were all expecting him. ** Then a man
named Jairus, a synagogue leader, came and fell at Jesus’ feet, pleading with him to come to his house **
because his only daughter, a girl of about twelve, was dying.

As Jesus was on his way, the crowds almost crushed him. ** And a woman was there who had been
subject to bleeding for twelve years, but no one could heal her. * She came up behind him and touched
the edge of his cloak, and immediately her bleeding stopped.

* “Who touched me?” Jesus asked.
When they all denied it, Peter said, “Master, the people are crowding and pressing against you.”
* But Jesus said, “Someone touched me; | know that power has gone out from me.”

*” Then the woman, seeing that she could not go unnoticed, came trembling and fell at his feet. In the
presence of all the people, she told why she had touched him and how she had been instantly healed. *®
Then he said to her, “Daughter, your faith has healed you. Go in peace.”

* While Jesus was still speaking, someone came from the house of Jairus, the synagogue leader. “Your
daughter is dead,” he said. “Don’t bother the teacher anymore.”

*® Hearing this, Jesus said to Jairus, “Don’t be afraid; just believe, and she will be healed.”

> When he arrived at the house of Jairus, he did not let anyone go in with him except Peter, John and
James, and the child’s father and mother. *> Meanwhile, all the people were wailing and mourning for
her. “Stop wailing,” Jesus said. “She is not dead but asleep.”

>3 They laughed at him, knowing that she was dead. ** But he took her by the hand and said, “My child,
get up!”*® Her spirit returned, and at once she stood up. Then Jesus told them to give her something to
eat. °® Her parents were astonished, but he ordered them not to tell anyone what had happened.



Breaking It Down

?

¢« What stands out to you in this story?

?

¢ In what area(s) does Jesus display His authority in this story? Why is that significant?

?

« How did the main character(s) in this story approach Jesus, and how did they respond when His

power was displayed?

Questions for Discussion

?

+ In what ways have you seen God display His authority in your life or the lives of those around you?

How was faith a component?

?

¢« What does it look like for us to acknowledge God’s authority over all things?

?

« As we saw in this passage, recognizing God’s authority and believing in it can be two very different

things. Why do we struggle with this? How can we help each other move forward in this area?

For Discussion and Accountability

?

« Do you believe that Christ has ultimate power and authority over all areas of your life? And if so, how

is that changing your perspective on difficult or fear-filled situations, prolonged suffering and/or even
death?



?

+ Inthe stories we looked at tonight, we saw people’s first responses towards Christ. What is your first

response when encountering difficulty?



